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EEATR TR E Living in the Reality of the Kingdom of God
REEFT Holy Word for Morning Revival
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Week One

The Kingdom of God—the Realm
of the Divine Life and of the Divine Species
Scripture Reading: John 3:5-6; 18:36; 1:12-13; 2 Pet. 1:4
§ Day 1
The kingdom of God is the realm of the divine life—John 3:3,
5,15-16; 18:36; 1:12-13:

A.The New Testament regards the life of God as the life, that is, as the

only life that is truly life and that can rightly be considered as life—Eph.
4:18.

B. The Lord Jesus came that we might have life, and for this He laid down His
soul-life to release the divine life from within Him, and in His resurrection
He imparted the divine life into God's chosen and redeemed people—
Matt. 16:24-26; Luke 9:24-25.

C.The kingdom of God is an organism constituted with God's life as the
realm for His ruling, in which He reigns by His life and expresses Himself
as the Divine Trinity in the divine life—]John 3:5; 15:1-8, 26.

D.The kingdom of God is God in Christ as the totality of life with all its
activities—11:25; 10:10b; 14:6.
§ Day 2

E. The unique way to enter into the kingdom of God is to receive God as life
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A BHATA—=5, 15, HE A 11 ~12: and gain God Himself; this is regeneration—3:5, 16; 1 John 5:11-12:

1 THAYVER & EERY &R E - ADNMEA HHEERY A4 ar s aE 1.The kingdom of God is a divine realm to be entered into, a realm that requires the
A NEE - Feff2EE /e AHEYE ?EEEI’]%?E divine life; hence, for us to see or enter into the kingdom of God, God requires
WNVHEESE——4#]=3~5" regeneration—John 3:3, 5.

2 FEEEA > Mt EN Eday (Y ES) 2.Because through regeneration we receive the divine life, the life of God, regeneration is
Pt AR A B At A i — AL ——3 ~ 5~ 15 6 - the unique entrance into the kingdom of God—vv. 3, 5, 15.

3 TMEKAE AHNE - IS HAMERMESEE I 4 3.We have been born into the kingdom of God, and now the divine life in our spirit
i neaa B ——5 ~ 6 ff1 ° knows the kingdom of God—vv. 5-6.

[B=1] § Day 3
N AGHRERALARMEBZIAE LR E,.  F The sense of life is the feeling, the consciousness, of the divine life within
Jn % BANG6, 918 ~19: us—Rom. 8:6; Eph. 4:18-19:

1 A o BV AR BE -t EE Y A Ay~ A emAyfE: -~ BEREE - 1.The source of the sense of life is the divine life, the law of life, the Holy Spirit, Christ

FERMEEmEE D AR M= E E T —— abiding in us, and God operating in us—Rom. 8:2, 10-11; Phil. 2:13.

gE)\2~10~ 11 PE= 13-
73 0 B B TR 1Y R R AR o S 22 Y VR B A e 2.The sense of life involves both the feeling of death and the feeling of life and peace—

Eyp——%’ﬁ/\ 6 FE N3 Rom. 8:6; Isa. 26:3.

(8] § Day 4
A ap Y EVE R FIRUE IR M /S E R AN Fan 5 3.The sense of life makes us know whether we are living in the natural life or in the
SOEIEMHEEN A 2 s R AIE IR E/EE R divine life and whether we are living in the flesh or in the spirit—Rom. 8:6.

o= SUEFEE /6
4 TATEFR B Ean > A aarY R > A iIE 4.1n living a grafted life, we should live according to the principle of life, not according

EEEREA—R]— 9~ 16 ~ 17 » MKfe+—2 ~3 - to the principle of right and wrong—Gen. 2:9, 16-17; 2 Cor. 11:2-3.

5 A EEIREE A ay Ay EVE > BEEE B SEER - B E 5.1f we would follow the sense of life, we need to live in a calm, steady, and unhurried
REAEINAETE  (FWHE=—195 2 NiBEER way, living an ordinary life in the divine dispensing—John 14:27; 16:33; 1 Thes. 5:23;
HF——&+027 > +7533 bhigif 23 > b5E = 2 Thes. 3:16; Isa. 30:15; 32:17.

16 =415 =17 -

O ME+HHAEHEREEREESERIME 1BRE—S28H Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 1 Outline- Page 2



6 LB ey EVE S [ BERAT - ZRCERAT » B HIFRAT - AHE
SIEM—E—T79 =17 K _—1-

[Ef]

Lt FREAEEANT, BTARNAEG, WEHALE
SRAETER, MTHALY, LHEKES
WA A RRINE M A—HR = 6,

N BRIZEMNZI, EACEBRLEST, TRE
S AROBELGA LG, LHAR, Mk
AERBEGAAG—TREA~5, B2,

L EREAAENEG, DREEBTFEG LG,
AHEZETRRBAGESG, MABEYESG, #
RAEBHEGHEO A, EFHEEAHERITEE
it Fg—mAT+ =26 ~27, B=4,

T ERSEREFCAGESG, BB RE—K
-_-—2

‘T—AEMEHLEGTRR, AR WS, £
B E, UARAEERGZHHE—W
15 ~ 16,

ToAEMEAGTHRK, TRAARDORY, R
SR A B BRAE . VAR89 A E AR IR—— K
M= 2, miE=18, H=19,

[E7<]
A A B E R AT B Ao Aedt B E G SLE

LR ZABORE, ELTH - E
MEH—HH =3, 5 T)\36:

— BHHZF, W BRBANOEHE, 5B

o MFEt+HAHEHKEEEREESRTIIIR FE 1BMAE—E3H

6.The sense of life guides us, governs us, controls us, and directs us—Luke 1:79; Rom.
3:17; Prov. 21:1.

§ Day 5

G.The believers receive the divine life by believing into the Son, in whom
the divine life is and who Himself is life, and by being born of God, they
are born of the Spirit—John 3:6.

H.The believers have life not in themselves apart from God but in the
organic union with the Lord; that is, they have life only in Christ—15:4-5;
Rom. 8:2.

I. The divine life in the believers is the life of the Body of Christ, and thus it
is not an individual life but a corporate life, Christ as the life of the Body
experienced and enjoyed in the Body—1 Cor. 12:26-27; Col. 3:4.

J. For eternity the believers will experience and enjoy the life of God—Rev.
22:2.

K. To grow in the divine life is the increase of the element of God, the
increase of the stature of Christ, and the expanding of the Holy Spirit—
Eph. 4:15-16.

L. The growth in the divine life is the decrease of the human element, the
breaking of the natural life, and the subduing of every part of the soul—1
Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; Col. 2:19.

§ Day 6

II. The kingdom of God is not only the realm of the divine life
and of the divine dominion but also the realm of the divine
species, in which are all the divine things—John 3:3, 5; 18:36:

A.In John 3 the kingdom of God refers more to the species of God than to the
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reign of God.

B.God became man to enter into the human species, and man becomes
God in life and nature but not in the Godhead to enter into the divine
species—1:1, 12-14; 2 Pet. 1:4.

C. In order to enter into the divine realm, the realm of the divine species, we
need to be born of God to have the divine life and the divine nature—John
1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; 2 Pet. 1:4:

1.God created man not according to man's kind but in His image and according to His
likeness to be God's kind, God's species—Gen. 1:26.

2.The believers, who are born of God by regeneration to be His children in His life
and nature but not in His Godhead, are more in God's kind than Adam was—John
1:12-13:

a. Adam had only the outward appearance of God without the inward reality—vv.
12-14.

b.We, the believers in Christ and the children of God, have the reality of the divine life,

and we are being transformed and conformed to the Lord's image in our entire being—
2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2; 8:29.

c. Our second birth, regeneration, caused us to enter into the kingdom
of God to become the species of God—]John 3:3, 5-6.

d.All the children of God are in the divine realm of the divine species—1:12-13;
3:3, 5.

e. The believers are God-men 1n the divine species, that is, in the kingdom of God—1
John 3:1a; John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5.

D.In the Gospel of John we see many aspects of the believers' living in the
kingdom of God as the realm of the divine species:

1."Of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace"—1:16.

2."The water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 1 Outline- Page 4
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into eternal life"—4:14b.
3."He who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me"—6:57b.

4."As the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love"—15:9.

5."These things I have spoken to you that My joy may be in you and that your joy may
be made full"—v. 11.

6."He who does the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they
are wrought in God"—3:21.

7."An hour 1s coming, and it 1s now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father
in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. God is Spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness"—4:23-24.

8."If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be
done for you"—15:7.

9."In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you"—
14:20.

10. "Love one another even as [ have loved you"—15:12b.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 1 Outline- Page 5
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WEEK 1—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 3:3 ...Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born anew, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.

11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live.

As a creature, man does not have the life of God and cannot participate in the
kingdom of God. Nicodemus was an upper-class, good person, but he did not
have God’s life. Hence, he did not understand the things of God, and he could not
participate in the kingdom of God. A kingdom is a sphere as well as a realm of life. A
sphere is a matter of authority, and a realm is a matter of life. In order to understand
the things in a certain realm, one must have a certain kind of life. Likewise, in order
to submit to the authority in a certain sphere, one must have a certain kind of life.

A kingdom is a realm. The kingdom of man is the realm of man, and the
kingdom of God is the realm of God. A realm is a matter of life. If one has a certain
kind of life, he can participate in a certain kind of realm, and vice versa. We can
participate in the human realm because we have the human life. Those who
participate in God’s realm must have God’s life. (CWWL, 1955, vol. 2, pp. 355-356)

Today’s Reading

In Mark 4:26-29 the Lord used a parable to illustrate the kingdom of God.
He said that the kingdom is like a seed sown into the earth, which grows until
it is mature, and then is harvested. From the time of the sowing of the seed to
the time of harvest is the growth process of the kingdom. The harvest is the
full manifestation of the kingdom. By means of this parable we can realize
that we are now in the growth process. Suppose I have a tiny carnation seed,
which is sown into the earth. After some time, a tender sprout will appear.
Then the tender sprout will grow until it reaches the ultimate consummation,

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Morning Nourishment - Week 1 - Page 1



MBI TR, MERTTERHEZHNER. RERRK
FETIEEAFWAERMEBE: —HKE2WEF, 74
HROBR, BF—HRAETLE, RE-—HKOTLED
L. EERTEREZ T 2WER, HEE
TEHRE, BEIITE2RAML, RERETEEGK
MR E A .

A ERRMERER, [BErERE. |
(K75 100 ) EEE A &% BT 2 EFHEI AW
FAREE. L HHRERF, HEDEKRE; AW
WA HERK, BEILERE. BHARMANE T,
B—WH, RTEHEE DEERE TR AR,
H—KR, §RNER2RALE, TRERTBERE
TR, Bk, EENEECERET, Kt
HECHEAEN L RE, EEFNBERRET . £
RWEBREZEE TS T RE| Bk, ML EN
HsETeHHA,

HE=&E? BERELZEFMERMET, EK
FEE AR, ERFIRERR, T2 E 8RR
HETEZEE-—FEERK—ELE, BET2EF
A — U147 B R A B AP £ 4 By RE A

B BB T R TR B e e, R E Y1
B, BRARAM, HKTRE, FEHFA R
B, EEWEETEERERMG £, EFRMA—
Vs B Ry A, R AR A E R PIRE LS,
R ELEERAFLED. EaEBFNEE,
KAKBE. BE. U EXAEBEREFHF LN
EE; RELFRAZEEHNRE, KRR, Efd
EEBWEE, ERMNEGMEDR, (FEZX
E—- Nt HFF-_M, =—FE=—"8.)

S BE, FRF,

O MFEt+RABEREEREERSTIIK-F 1B RHEEE -2 H

the manifestation of the carnation kingdom. Consider some carnation plants
in various stages of growth. One is a tender sprout. Another is a plant with a
long stem, and another is a plant with buds. Finally, there is a plant in which
the buds have become blossoms. This is the full manifestation of the carnation
kingdom, starting from the sowing of the seed into the earth and progressing to
the full bloom, the ultimate manifestation of the carnation life.

The Lord Jesus told us to pray, “Your kingdom come” (Matt. 6:10). But
the kingdom will not come in the way many Christians think. In a sense, the
kingdom has come already. In another sense, however, the kingdom is coming.
To pick up our illustration once more, in a sense, the carnation kingdom
has come already in its seed form. One day, when the carnation reaches full
bloom, that will be the full coming of the carnation kingdom. Similarly, the
Christ kingdom has come already. From the day He sowed Himself into the
human earth, the Christ kingdom began to come. The growth process will
continue until the time of the full harvest, at which time there will be the full
manifestation of the Christ kingdom.

What is the kingdom? The kingdom is simply Christ sown into us, growing in
us, maturing in us, and reaching the time of harvest. The kingdom is not merely
a dispensation or a sphere. It is the totality of Christ being life to us in all His
activities.

The animal kingdom is the totality of all animal life with all its activities.
Birds are flying, monkeys are climbing, and turtles are swimming in the
water...Likewise, the kingdom of Christ is the totality of Christ being life to
us with all His activities. We all have Christ within us as life, and we have
many activities in Christ. This is the kingdom of Christ. Recently, I was
watching, observing, and enjoying so many activities of the members in the
meeting. You may say that was a church meeting. I agree, but that was also
the kingdom of Christ with His life and activities. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” pp. 25-26)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” ch. 6
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 3:5-6 ...Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

The Lord’s words in John 3:3 and 3:5 are a clear revelation that regeneration
is the unique entrance into the kingdom of God. In order to enter into the
kingdom of God, we need to be born again. There is no other way by which we
can enter into the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is the reign of God. It is
a divine realm to be entered into, a realm that requires the divine life. Only the
divine life can realize the divine things. Hence, for one to see, or enter into, the
kingdom of God requires that he be regenerated with the divine life.

A kingdom is always related to life ...Only men can participate in the
human kingdom because only they have a human life. So, without the life of
God, how could we ever share the kingdom of God? (Life-study of John, pp.
105-106)

Today’s Reading

The kingdom of God is not only the reign of God but also the divine realm
or sphere...Thus, we need to be regenerated that we may have the divine life,
which enables us to enter into the divine realm and participate in the divine
kingdom. Even if we were not fallen or sinful, we would still need to be born
again, because regardless of how good, pure, and clean our human life might
be, it is not able to realize the things of the divine realm, and it is not qualified
to enter into the divine kingdom ...Only the life of God meets the requirements
of the kingdom of God. How can our human life know the divine things of the
kingdom of God? How can it match the divine kingdom? It is impossible. We
need the divine life. We need to be born again. Regeneration is the only way, the
unique entrance, into the kingdom of God.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Morning Nourishment - Week 1 - Page 3
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The divine life brings us into the kingdom of God. We were all born into
the human kingdom. No one has ever been naturalized into the kingdom of
man. For example, when a dog is born, he immediately finds himself in the dog
kingdom. He knows everything about being a dog. There is no need for anyone
to teach him to be a dog, saying, “Little dog, you must know that you are a dog,
that you are in the dog kingdom, and that from now on you must bark every
day.” A dog is in the dog kingdom and knows all about being a dog by birth. This
is why the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born into the kingdom
of God. We cannot enter into the kingdom of God by learning or by being
naturalized. Although you may be naturalized to be a citizen of a particular
nation, you can never be naturalized into a kingdom.

When we were regenerated, we were transferred into the kingdom of God.
Colossians 1:13 says that God “delivered us out of the authority of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”...When we called on the
name of the Lord, the divine Spirit came into us, regenerating us and causing us
to be born into the kingdom of God. Although you may know very little about
the kingdom of God, your spirit within you knows about the kingdom. The
divine life in your spirit knows the kingdom of God.

Many young people have come to me, asking about such things as smoking,
attending the movies, eating, dressing, and marrying..Whenever a young
person comes to me with such a question, I always turn the question to him
and say, “Why do you ask me whether or not you should smoke? You know
better than I do. You shouldn’t come to ask me, for you already know the
answer...Tell me the truth, don’t you already know whether or not you should
smoke?” Once he admits that he already knows, I go a little further and ask him,
“How do you know? Where do you know?” They always tell me that they have
something within them that knows. We know because we have been born into
the kingdom of God. (Life-study of John, pp. 106-107)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The All-inclusive Indwelling Spirit,”
ch. 3; CWWL, 1988, vol. 2, “Messages Given to the Working Saints,” ch. 3
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WEEK 1— DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and of death.

6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is
life and peace.

Romans 8:6 says that the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set
on the spirit is life and peace. Verse 2...speaks of the law of the Spirit of life,
and verse 11 speaks of the Spirit who dwells in us ...In Ephesians 4:18 there
is the life of God. The unbelievers are alienated from the life of God. Then
verse 19 says that they are “past feeling.” Hebrews 8:10 says that in the new
covenant God writes His laws within the believers. Then 1 John 2:27 speaks
concerning the anointing that teaches the believers concerning all things.
John 15:4-5 speaks of our mutual abiding with the Lord, and Philippians 2:13
speaks of God operating in us both the willing and the working for His good
pleasure...In the whole New Testament you cannot find a verse that directly
uses the term the sense of life. But the sense of life is thoroughly implied and
referred to in all the above verses. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on
Life,” p. 544)

Today’s Reading

The sense of life on the negative side is the feeling of death, a kind of
negative feeling...Romans 8:6 is altogether a verse of sensation because it says
that the mind set on the flesh is death ...When you set your mind on the flesh,
you have the sense of death. You feel that death is there.

The feeling of death is the inner feeling of weakness, emptiness, uneasiness,
restlessness, depression, dryness, darkness, pain, etc.—on the negative side
(v. 6a). When you sense that you are weak, empty, uneasy, restless, depressed,
dried up, darkened, and in pain within, this indicates that death is there. When
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death is present, this means that you have set your mind on the flesh. To set
the mind on the flesh simply means to live in the flesh. The mind is the key
of our daily walk. The key opens the gate for us to walk on the way. To set the
mind on the flesh simply means to open the gate of the flesh and to walk the
fleshly way. Thus, when you sense that death is present, you have to realize
that you are living, walking, in the flesh. This is the negative function of the
sense of life.

On the positive side the sense of life functions to give us a consciousness
of the following positive things—strength, satisfaction, peace, rest, release,
liveliness, watering, brightness, comfort, etc. (v. 6b). Instead of being weak, we
are strong. Instead of being empty, we are satisfied. Instead of uneasiness and
restlessness, we have peace and rest. Instead of depression, we have release
and liveliness...We have a sense of watering versus dryness, brightness versus
darkness, and comfort versus pain. All these are the positive feelings we have
from the function of the sense of life. When we have these kinds of feelings, we
have to realize that this is the working of the sense of life.

Thus, in Romans 8:6 the main thing that is implied is the sense of life. To set the
mind on the spirit is life and peace. This is altogether a matter of sensation and
consciousness. This consciousness is the sense of life. It functions not only to guide
us but also to govern us, to control us, and to direct us. The feeling of death and the
feeling of life and peace are the two aspects of the meaning of the sense of life.

Ephesians 4:19 says that the unbelievers are “past feeling.” Feeling here
refers mainly to the consciousness of one’s conscience...The most careless
people concerning their inner feeling are the most sinful people. The
unbelievers who endeavor to be good persons surely would take care of their
inner feeling. Just to be governed by the law, by the police, is not up to the moral
standard. Even with the unbelievers, the moral standard must be according to
the inner feeling of their conscience. Of course, the sense of life, for a believer,
is not simply a matter of the conscience, but it is related to the consciousness of
the conscience according to the sense of life, the life of God. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1,
“Basic Lessons on Life,” pp. 544-546)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 65
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Luke 1:79 To shine upon those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Eph. 4:18-19 Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from
the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the
hardness of their heart; who, being past feeling...

Regardless of how moral the unbelievers are, they have only the human
conscience to go by, and this has been greatly damaged by the fall of man ...
Their damaged conscience does not work very well. Even if the unbelievers’
conscience did work well, it is the only thing that they have.

We believers have not only a created conscience but also a renewed
conscience. Our conscience, as a part of our spirit (Rom. 9:1; cf. 8:16), has been
renewed through the regeneration of our spirit. In addition to this renewed
conscience we have these five great things: the divine life, the law of the divine
life, the Holy Spirit, Christ, and God. Thus, there is no comparison between
the created conscience of the unbelievers and the renewed conscience of the
believers who are indwelt by the Triune God as the divine life. (CWWL, 1979,
vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” p. 547)

Today’s Reading

Anything that has life has feeling. The higher the life is, the stronger the
feeling is. The divine life is the strongest and highest life, so it has the richest,
strongest, and keenest feeling [cf. Eph. 4:18-19]. We Christians should be
persons full of feeling all the time. We should not be dull or numb. We must be
very sensitive, full of sensations because we are living and rich in life. This is
because we have a regenerated spirit with our conscience renewed. We also
have the divine life, the law of this divine life, the Holy Spirit, Christ, and God.
Therefore, the sense of life is high, rich, strong, and keen within us.
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If we are living in the natural life, the sense is of death and is entirely
on the negative side...If we are living in the divine life, the sense is of
life and is entirely on the positive side. Then we have the feeling of life
and peace with all its positive points. The sense of life makes us know
whether we are living in the natural life or in the divine life. The sense
of life guides us, governs us, controls us, and directs us...Since we are
seeking after Christ as our life, we must take care of this sense of life. If
we do not have the positive sensations of strength, satisfaction, peace,
rest, release, liveliness, watering, brightness, comfort, etc., we must
realize that we are not living in the divine life; it must be that we are
living in the natural life. To live in the natural life is one thing, and to live
in the flesh is another thing. You may consider that these are one, but
still there is a little difference...There is no good flesh. But the natural
life sometimes may be good. The natural life is versus the divine life, and
the flesh is versus the spirit.

Therefore, there are two aspects concerning the function of the sense
of life. The first aspect is to let you know whether you are living in the
divine life, and the second aspect is to let you know whether you are
living in your spirit. Negatively speaking, it makes you know whether
you are living in the natural life, as a natural person, and also whether
you are living in the flesh...Many times we have the sense that we are
living, walking, and acting in the flesh. Sometimes we are not that
fleshly, but still we have the sense that we are walking in our natural
life, in our natural man, not in the divine life. We need much prayer to
pray ourselves into the sense of life. Then we can give a word not merely
in teaching but practically in fellowship. Our message will be a kind of
fellowship, telling people how we have experienced these things, how
the sense of life is so real and practical to us, and how we are under
this kind of controlling, guiding, directing element within us day by day.
(CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” pp. 546-549)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, chs. 5, 26
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory.

2:19 ...Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with
the growth of God.

The growing of Christ within us is the coming of the kingdom. It is good
to pray, “Your kingdom come,” but it is more practical to pray, “Lord, grow
within me.” “Your kingdom come” may be no more than a religious formula.
Although this prayer has been repeated by millions of Christians for more
than nineteen hundred years, still the kingdom has not come. It is not
difficult for the Lord to answer that prayer, but it is difficult for us to allow
Him to grow within us...By being poor in our spirit and pure in our heart, we
can give the Lord the ground to grow within us, and this growth will be the
real coming of the kingdom. The more quickly we allow Him to grow in us,
the more we hasten the coming of the kingdom. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” pp. 51-52)

Today’s Reading

Purity of heart [cf. Matt. 5:8] is a matter of motive. We should not have any
goal other than God Himself. To be pure in heart is to seek only God...We all
need to pray, “Lord, grant me a pure heart. Purify my motives until I have a
single goal, and my whole being is completely zeroed in on You."...We should
not care only for peace, for joy, for physical blessings, or for spiritual blessings,
and we should not seek those things. Our heart should be set upon God. God is
our goal, and He is our motive. May the Lord deal with our hearts until they are
single and simplified and are absolutely zeroed in on God Himself to such an
extent that we seek nothing else.
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If you want to receive Christ, you need to pray, “Lord, make me poor in my
spirit and pure in my heart. Lord, empty my spirit and purify my heart. Grant
me a single heart for You."... Inmediately, the Lord Jesus will come into us. First,
He will come into our spirit, and then He will begin to spread Himself from our
spirit into our heart. Not only does He come into us as the seed of the kingdom,
but He also grows within us. As He grows, He spreads and increases within us
all the time. This is the growing of the kingdom, and this is the gradual coming
of the kingdom.

In Matthew 7:16 the Lord Jesus asked, “Do men gather grapes from thorns,
or figs from thistles?”...We must admit that in ourselves we are not grapes or
figs; we are thorns and thistles ...The life of Christ is a grape-producing life and
also a fig-producing life...When this life gets into us, the grapes and the figs will
come out as the expression of life.

We need to pray for the Lord’s mercy that we may be poor in spirit, pure
in heart, right in all that we do, and right according to God’s will. If we pray in
this way, the Lord Jesus will take us over little by little, and He will fill us up
part by part. He will grow in us, and He will increase within us all the time.
Eventually, we will no longer produce thorns and thistles, but we will produce
grapes and figs, which are simply two different expressions of the kingdom
life. Both grapes and figs are used for feeding others. This is the kingdom life.
This is not outward conduct; it is the expression of the inward life, which is
Christ spreading within our being. If He is to spread into all our inward being,
we need to be poor in our spirit, pure in our heart, and right in all that we
do, not according to our concepts but according to God Himself. This is the
way for Christ to sow Himself into us and to spread Himself into our being so
that we may have a corporate life. This corporate life is the kingdom. This is
the reality of the church life. Christ as life is spreading Himself into us. Now
we can see in a fuller way that the kingdom is the totality of Christ as life
spreading into us with all His activities. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,”
pp. 51, 54-55)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 4, Isn. 54; The Kingdom
and the Church (booklet), ch. 2
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WEEK 1— DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority
to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who were
begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.

The revelation of the kingdom of God in John is based upon two verses
in John 3. Verse 3 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born anew, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Then verse 5 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God."...To see the kingdom we need to be born anew. To enter into the kingdom
we need to be born of water and the Spirit. Water signifies the death of Christ,
into which we all have been baptized, and the Spirit signifies resurrection.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” p. 438)

Today’s Reading

[In John 3] Nicodemus, a real seeker...came to the Lord in the night (v. 2). He
came with much knowledge and many concepts...He might have thought that
he needed better teachings to improve himself, but the Lord’s answer unveiled
to him that he needed to be born anew.

If we are not born anew, we do not have the capacity to see the kingdom of
God. To be born anew is to be born of water, signifying the death of Christ, and
of the Spirit, signifying Christ’s resurrection. We need to die with Christ and be
resurrected to be a new person of another, new species, new kind.

The kingdom of God is the reign of God. This divine reign is a realm, not only
of the divine dominion but also of the divine species, in which are all the divine
things. The vegetable kingdom is a realm of the vegetable species, and the
animal kingdom is a realm of the animal species. In the same way, the kingdom
of God is a realm of the divine species.
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God became flesh to enter into the human species, and man becomes God
in His life and nature, but not in His divine Godhead, to enter into His divine
species. In John 3 the kingdom of God refers more to the species of God than to
the reign of God.

To enter into the divine realm, the realm of the divine species, we need to
be born of God to have the divine nature and life...That man was created in the
image of God and according to His likeness indicates that man was created in
God’s kind, in God’s species. Genesis 1 says that each of the living things was
created according to its kind. But God created man, not according to man’s kind
but in God’s image and according to God’s likeness to be God'’s kind.

The believers, who are born of God by regeneration to be His children in His
life and nature but not in His Godhead (John 1:12-13), are more in God’s kind
than Adam was. Adam had only the outward appearance of God without the
inward reality, the divine life. We have the reality of the divine life within us,
and we are being transformed and conformed to the Lord’s image in our entire
being. It is logical to say that all the children of God are in the divine realm of
the divine species.

Thus, in regeneration God begets gods [in His life and nature but not in His
Godhead]. Man begets man. Goats beget goats. If goats do not beget goats, what
do they beget? If God does not beget gods, what does He beget? If the children
of God are not in God’s kind, in God’s species, in what kind are they? If they are
not gods, what are they? We all who are born of God are gods. But for utterance,
due to the theological misunderstanding, it is better to say that we are God-
men in the divine species, that is, in the kingdom of God.

These God-men, who are children born of God, not only constitute the house
of God (1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 4:17; John 14:2) but also are the constituents with
which the Body of Christ is built up, and the Body of Christ will consummate
the New Jerusalem as the eternal kingdom of God and of Christ (1 Cor. 6:9; Eph.
5:5; 2 Pet. 1:11; Rev. 11:15). (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study
of the Gospel of John,” pp. 438-440)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John,” ch. 12
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535

Irl.-

EESEN

REE GRS S HEH - REARH

10 10 10 10 (% 739)

R A KR
Db

5-5 651

— 1E
Fm
1—

LLEI =

ok BEBXE E;
A Fm
34\3fff\1—2 1\1—6—\5 5 6 5\5———“

2 E,

AN

AKER A, Bt E,
FE 5 38 A i SRR AR,

Ay R IR ROD &,

IR, Bk,

RUB IR EAE R E T,

B AR B RERL A,

=T B i A AE B E
T S TR E T Y R

?iz/\b%ﬁ{_%ﬁﬁ’}wn

==
HEER

5 1B ST AR A Y RN,

FE 5 38 2L 1 K3 O RE AR,

B ey g o
B EP b E
3—\3 2 3ﬁ4\5fff\5f1 1\4f4f\4 2

Jh o E M|

SEARGEY TR

He A ey A BB Y L,
He Ak A 2 O RE A,

4/4
Ab
2 [8-—-—|1-1 2|
I Y

B°m

Fit L,LT 2 S

fJ'ITEﬁﬁPA [,
A & FE kL i B2 1Y T RE;
T R s A THD R A Y 1 RE,
FH i e B 8 5 7R 30

12 kA4 TH R B 52 ’“
5 i EY ST 1a) 3R 00 HE BA,
e 3t #E A1 T BUE 2 FTRE.
W %I AE5E 1T A 05 I 17 8l
ﬁmﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂéméﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁo
LA 75 2141 1 B R
ITHHEBE AEREER,
5 1 A B T R T 1T
it 1 B B B I 3R 0

FRAM BE A 17 B i ) 22 5
i Y i S i G e B

WEEK 1 — HYMN

In those regenerated by the Lord

739

Various Aspects of the Inner Life — The Inner Knowledge
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But God we in -  ward ly may know in full.

2. Eternal life, the highest and the best,
Possesses full divine capacity,
That by this life God’s knowledge we may have
More than by knowledge given outwardly.

3. The law of life is put within our mind
And on our heart ’tis written sovereignly,
Inwardly ruling us that God we know
More than by teachings given outwardly.

4. Holy anointing in our spirit dwells,
Showing the things of God to mind and heart;
By this anointing we God’s knowledge have
More than man’s teachings can to us impart.

5. We have the triune God indwelling us,
Living and acting, working all the time,
That by the inner sense we have of Him
God we may know in magnitude sublime.

6. This inner knowledge obviates the need

Of outward knowledge, human eloquence,
But in the spirit we must ever live
And walk according to the inner sense.

7. The more we live in Christ, the life divine,

And by the inner consciousness behave,
The more we'll have the inward knowledge true,
And on our heart God will His Son engrave.

8. 'Tis by this living inward knowledge gained

That fellowship with God in life we hold,;
"Tis by this hidden knowledge thus obtained
God unto us His fulness doth unfold.
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Week Two
Living the Kingdom Life by Living a Hidden Life

Scripture Reading: Isa. 45:15; 37:31; Matt. 6:2-4, 5-15, 16-18;
14:22-23; Psa. 42:7; S.S. 4:12

§ Day 1

I. We need to learn from the pattern of the Lord living a
hidden life in His going up to the mountain privately to
pray—Matt. 14:23; cf. Luke 6:12:

A.The Lord did not remain in the issue of the miracle with the crowds (the
miracle of feeding five thousand men, apart from women and children),
but He went away from them privately to be with the Father on the
mountain in prayer—Matt. 14:14-23:

1.The Lord compelled the disciples to leave Him in order that He might have more time
to pray privately to the Father—vv. 22-23.

2.He needed to pray privately to His Father who was in the heavens so that He might be
one with the Father and have the Father with Him in whatever He did on earth for the
establishing of the kingdom of the heavens; He did this not in the deserted place but on
the mountain, leaving all the people, even His disciples, so that He might be alone to
contact the Father.

B.We should treasure three phrases—to be with the Father, on the
mountain, and in prayer:

1.To pray with others is good, but often we need to pray by ourselves; when we
pray with others, we cannot enjoy the Lord as deeply as when we pray to the Lord

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 2 Outline- Page 1
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privately.

2.Even the Lord Jesus told us that when we pray, we should shut our door privately and
pray to the Father who sees in secret (6:60); then we have the sensation of how intimate
He 1s to us and how close we are to Him.

3.We have to learn to leave the crowds, our family, our friends, and the saints in the
church to go to a higher level on a "high mountain"; we have to get to a higher level,
separated from the crowd and the earthly things, to be with the Father privately and
secretly to have intimate fellowship with Him.

§ Day 2

II. The principle of the kingdom people is that they live a
hidden life, not performing their righteous deeds before
men—deeds such as giving (vv. 2-4), praying (vv. 5-15), and
fasting (vv. 16-18):

A.Regarding each of the three illustrations, the Lord used the word secret
(vv. 4, 6, 18); our Father is in secret, and He sees in secret; the kingdom
people, as children of the heavenly Father, must live in and care for the
Father's secret and hidden presence.

B. The kingdom people, who live in an emptied and humbled spirit and walk
in a pure and single heart under the heavenly ruling of the kingdom, are
not allowed to do anything in the flesh for the praise of men but must do
all things in the spirit for the pleasing of their heavenly Father—5:3, 8.

C. The effect of doing our righteous deeds in secret is that the flesh and the
self are killed; if people in society and even in degraded Christendom are
not allowed to make a show of their good deeds, they will not do them;
the self loves to be glorified, and the flesh loves to be gazed upon.

D.The saints who grow openly do not grow in a healthy way; we all need
some secret growth in life, some secret experiences of Christ; we need to

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 2 Outline- Page 2



i, AMEZEENEEL. AL, # pray to the Lord, worship the Lord, contact the Lord, and fellowship with
(ERIR RSN the Lord in a secret way.

[B=1] § Day 3

& 8M#Z% 5L, BREEANALEARMA Z V%  E We should pray much yet not let others know how much we pray; if we
£ AMERREERREHFHA, REREHA pray every day without telling others or letting them know about it, it

fil, BATAMAMEN, THAMELAR K, means that we are healthy and that we are growing.
>~ BEFRLAHBEHLHERE, RIS E P4 F The kingdom people must have some experience of prayer in their private
BT R, EREHXEEHF T, TR room, contacting their heavenly Father in secret, experiencing some secret
BRIEFHE A —% 6, enjoyment of the Father, and receiving some secret answer from Him—6:6.
Lt aHTHRMERT LB AT, &M% A% G Anytime we exhibit ourselves in our righteous deeds, we are not healthy;
B BARGBEHRKABERMELS EZE K. such an exhibition greatly frustrates our growth in life.

N RMAGG L4 ZFIZE, NAHEY, 124494  H.Our human life loves to make a display, a public show, but God's life is
PHRIEHN; BEAENARLZH I X always hidden; a hypocrite is one who has an outward manifestation
B, Z@ARE—MGAN, without having anything within.

N AMERRGEGE, BLTHREFAEGSE PR 1 We can never practice living a hidden life in secret in our natural life; it is
EREIEE; RAANENLAS, NERBELY possible only in the divine life, the life that does not enjoy making a show;
AR, BTRETIT, RIMERAZRAB KLY if we are serious about being the kingdom people, we must learn to live

TR, #L/AFEBEARMXIEBN LF 0T, by the hidden life of our Father.
+ FHEAPRIEHEN, WREFH; KMEHE ] The universe indicates that God is hidden, that God is secret; if we love
EAAE RN, BEABHRIEHD, others by the love of God, this love will always remain hidden.
(8] § Day 4
A THREZRED 94, 178 &2 A4 1L "Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God of Israel,
) — KW AR 15: the Savior"—Isa. 45:15:

— FRTRAEAMZ LMW, RNRWG4, £ A Believers may know God as the almighty One, as the righteous One, as the
WA B fe kM6 Ay, A0 TR REAY R — 1% B S One full of grace and compassion, but as the One who hides Himself, He is
AAY unknown to them.
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B. God does countless things in the midst of His people and countless things
in their personal lives, yet He conceals Himself:

1.God likes concealment, but we like display; God does not crave outward
manifestations, but we cannot be content without them.

2.God was obviously with Elijah on Mount Carmel, but when God withheld His manifest
presence, Elijah could not bear it—1 Kings 19:9-18:

a.God knew that Elijah wanted Him to be a God who would manifest Himself; he had
not realized that God is a God who hides Himself.

b.God was not in the great and strong wind, He was not in the earthquake, and He was
not in the fire; instead, God spoke to Elijah in a "gentle, quiet voice"—v. 12.

c. The fact that God spoke to Elijah in a gentle, quiet voice indicates that God was
ushering Elijah into the New Testament age, in which God speaks to His people not by
thundering but gently and quietly—cf. 1 John 2:27.

d.Elijah said to God that he was the only faithful one left, but God very gently answered
Elijah by saying that He had reserved for Himself seven thousand men who had not
bowed the knee to Baal—1 Kings 19:18; cf. Rom. 11:2-5.

e. Elijah had reckoned the situation only with what he could see, but God 1s a God who
hides Himself; He had secretly reserved for Himself seven thousand overcomers who
had not bowed the knee to Baal; God's activity was so hidden that not even the prophet
Elijah knew anything about it.

C. The Scriptures reveal that God has the kind of temperament that dislikes
ostentation; He likes to work secretly rather than openly—Matt. 17:1-9;
John 20:14-17; Luke 24:13-37; John 20:24-29; Isa. 39:2-8:

1."Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at
present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of
glory"; it is a wonder and a mystery that the believers love One whom they

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 2 Outline- Page 4
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have not seen—1 Pet. 1:8.

2.Since the resurrection of the Lord, the chief discipline for His followers has come along
the line of knowing Him as a God who hides Himself.

3.Everything of God's economy with Christ as its centrality and universality is not in the
seen realm but in the unseen atmosphere and realm of faith—2 Cor. 4:13, 16-18; 5:7;
Heb. 11:1; Eph. 3:17a; 1 Tim. 1:4b.

§ Day 5
IV. Psalm 42:7 says, "Deep calls unto deep":

A. Others can respond deep within to only what issues from deep within us;
anything that is not from the depths will never reach the depths of others.

B. The kingdom life is a life in the depths, a life that can "take root downward
and bear fruit upward"—Isa. 37:31; cf. Acts 6:7; 12:24; 19:20.

C. Because we have been planted in Christ as the reality of the good land, we
need to take time to absorb Him (especially in our times with Him in the
morning):

1.Roots are the hidden life, whereas leaves are the manifest life; the trouble with many
Christians is that, while there 1s much apparent life, there is very little secret life; in
other words, there is the lack of a hidden life.

2.1f all your experiences are manifested, then all your growth is upward; there is no
downward growth; if this is the case, you are a person who has only leaves without
root, and you are on shallow ground.

3.The Christian who parades all his virtues before men and who does not have anything
1n the depth of his being has no root; he will not be able to stand in the day of trial and
temptation; may God work in us so that we can take root downward—Matt. 13:20-21;
Luke 8:13.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 2 Outline- Page 5
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§ Day 6

D.We need deep experiences of Christ like that of the apostle Paul—2 Cor.
12:1-4:

1.Paul was caught away to the third heaven and caught away into Paradise, but he did

not divulge this experience until fourteen years later; Paul's roots were deep beneath
the soil.

2.If we want to have Paul's work, then we need to have Paul's "root"; if we want to have
Paul's outward conduct, then we need to have Paul's inner life; if we want to have

Paul's manifest power, then we need to have Paul's secret experience.

3.To be without root is to be without any hidden treasure; it 1s to be without any hidden
life or hidden experiences; it is essential that some of our experiences remain covered;
to uncover everything is to lose everything—cf. Isa. 39:2-8.

4.1f our life has no depth, our superficial work will only affect other lives superficially;
only "deep calls unto deep."

E. A pure and beautiful spiritual life is derived from inward, hidden, and
uninterrupted fellowship with God; hence, "He will bud like the lily/And
will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon" (Hosea 14:5); this kind
of life is capable of bearing much fruit (vv. 5-7).

F.In order to live a life in the depths, it is necessary to have direct and
intimate fellowship with the Lord; Song of Songs 4:12 says, "A garden
enclosed is my sister, my bride, / A spring shut up, a fountain sealed":

1. At this point in her spiritual progress, the Lord's loving seeker has become a garden for
Christ's private satisfaction.

2.She is not an open garden but an enclosed garden; all that she has is for her Beloved's
delight and for no one else.

3.1f today's believers would close up a little more and seal up tighter, their work would

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 2 Outline- Page 6
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 14:23 And after He sent the crowds away, He went up to the
mountain privately to pray. And when night fell, He was there alone.

Luke 6:12 And in these days He went out to the mountain to pray, and
He spent the whole night in prayer to God.

After performing the miracle [of feeding five thousand], the Lord went up to
the mountain privately to pray.

The Lord did not remain in the issue of the miracle with the crowds but
went away from them to be with the Father privately on the mountain in prayer.
If we go to a certain place and have a great success, would we leave right away,
or would we remain in this big success to enjoy it? We need to see and follow
the pattern of the Lord Jesus. He did not remain in the issue of the great miracle
that He performed. Instead, He went up to the mountain privately to pray. The
word privately is very meaningful. This means He did not let the people know
that He was going to pray. Otherwise, they would have followed Him. He went
away from them to be with the Father privately in prayer. I like these three
phrases: to be with the Father, on the mountain, and in prayer. We should learn
from the Lord’s pattern here by exercising to be with Him on the mountain in
prayer. His looking up to heaven means that He had no trust in Himself. His
going up to the mountain means that He wanted to be with the Father in prayer.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” pp. 564-565)

Today’s Reading

To pray with others is good, but often we need to pray by ourselves. When
we pray with others, we cannot enjoy the Lord as deeply as when we pray to
the Lord privately. Even the Lord Jesus told us that when we pray we should
enter into our private room and shut our door and pray to the Father who
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sees in secret (Matt. 6:6). Then we have the sensation of how intimate He is
to us and how close we are to Him. We have to learn to leave the crowds, our
family, our friends, and the saints in the church to go to a higher level on a “high
mountain.” We have to go higher, far away from the earthly things on a lower
level. We need to get to a higher level, separated from the crowd, to be with the
Father privately and secretly to have intimate fellowship with Him. This is the
significance of being on the mountain in prayer.

We need to consider why the Lord Jesus went to the mountain right
after this miracle [14:23]. John 6:27 gives us the reason. [It] says that after
performing the miracle, the Lord said, “Work not for the food which perishes,
but for the food which abides unto eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
you; for Him has the Father, even God, sealed.” The Lord told the ones whom
He fed not to seek the food that perishes but to seek the food that abides unto
eternal life. I believe the Lord Jesus went to the mountain to pray in this way:
“Father, I pray to You under Your blessing. Through Your blessing, You fed the
five thousand, but Father, they are just seeking for the food that perishes. I do
look unto You that You would bless them that they would seek the food that
abides unto eternal life. Father, You know that I am Your sent One. Only I can
give them the food that abides unto eternal life, but they do not know Me in this
way. They know only that I can perform a miracle to feed them with physical
food. But they do not know that it is only I who can give them food that is of the
eternal life.”

In John 6 the Lord revealed that He is the bread out of heaven, the bread
of life. Eventually, He said that this bread is just His word. “The words which
[ have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (v. 63). John 3:34 says that He is
the One who speaks the word and gives the Spirit not by measure. To know
Him in this way requires a revelation, so He prayed for them privately on
the mountain. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” pp. 565-
566)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” ch. 14
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:1 But take care not to do your righteousness before men in order
to be gazed at by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your Father
who is in the heavens.

3-4 But you, when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Righteousness [in Matthew 6:1] denotes righteous deeds, such as giving
alms (vv. 2-4), praying (vv. 5-15), and fasting (vv. 16-18). No doubt these verses
speak about the righteous deeds of the kingdom people. Actually, however, they
expose the self and the flesh...Of course, the words self and flesh are not used
in these verses. Nevertheless,...in these eighteen verses the Lord used three
illustrations—the giving of alms, praying, and fasting—to reveal how we are
filled with the self and the flesh.

Man’s flesh, seeking to glorify itself, always wants to do good deeds before
men in order to gain men’s praise. But the kingdom people, who live in an
emptied and humbled spirit and walk in a pure and single heart under the
heavenly ruling of the kingdom, are not allowed to do anything in the flesh
to gain the praise of men but must do all things in the spirit to please their
heavenly Father. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 241-242)

Today’s Reading

To the kingdom people God is not only their God but also their Father...They
have not only the created, natural human life but also the uncreated, spiritual
divine life. Hence, the new law of the kingdom, decreed by the King on the
mountain, is given to them with the intention that they should keep it not by
their fallen human life but by the Father’s eternal, divine life, not to gain man’s
glory but to receive the Father’s reward.
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[In Matthew 6:4, 6, 18] the Lord used the word secret...We must do our
righteous deeds in secret, for our Father is in secret. In verse 4 the Lord said
that our Father sees in secret. The kingdom people, as children of the heavenly
Father, must live in the presence of the Father and care for the Father’s
presence...The heavenly Father’s seeing in secret must be an incentive to doing
their righteous deeds in secret. In this verse the Lord also said that the Father
will repay us. This may occur in this age (2 Cor. 9:10-11) or as a reward in the
coming age (Luke 14:14).

The effect of doing our righteous deeds in secret is that the self and the flesh
are Kkilled. If people in society today are not allowed to make a show of their
good deeds, they will not do them ...For us as kingdom people, a basic principle
concerning righteous deeds is never to make a show of ourselves. As much
as possible, hide yourself, keep yourself covered, and do things in secret. We
should be so hidden that, as the Lord Jesus said, our left hand does not know
what our right hand is doing (Matt. 6:3).

Although the Lord spoke about the matter of reward (vv. 1, 5), the important
thing here is not the reward but the growth in life. The saints who grow openly
do not grow in a healthy way. We all need some secret growth in life, some
secret experiences of Christ. We need to pray to the Lord, worship the Lord,
contact the Lord, and fellowship with the Lord in a secret way. Perhaps not
even the one closest to us will know or understand what we are doing. We need
these secret experiences of the Lord because such experiences Kkill our self
and our flesh. Although anger and lust are ugly, the thing that most frustrates
us from growing in life is the self. The self is most visible in the fact that it
enjoys doing things in a public way, in the presence of man. The self likes to
do righteous deeds before man. We all must admit that, without exception, we
have such a self. Those who always want to do things in such a way as to make a
public show are full of self, full of the flesh. The self loves to be glorified, and the
flesh loves to be gazed upon...Whenever we come to this portion of the Word,
we must realize that it exposes our self and our flesh. (Life-study of Matthew,
pp. 242-244)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 21
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:6 But you, when you pray, enter into your private room, and shut
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will repay you.

18 So that you may not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Those saints who know only to make a show of the self and a display
of the flesh will not grow in life. The genuine growth in life is to cut off the
self...We should pray much yet not let others know how much we pray. This
is healthy. If you pray every day without telling others or letting them know
about it, it means that you are healthy and that you are growing. However,
suppose you always tell others how much you pray. If you do this, you will
not only lose your reward, but you will not grow in life or be healthy. We
all must admit that we have the subtle self, the subtle flesh, within us ...
When we pray alone in our room, we often wish that others could hear
us. Likewise, we do our righteous deeds with the intention that others
could see them. Such desires and intentions are not healthy; they indicate
that we are not growing in life...If your righteous deeds are in secret, you
may be assured that you are growing in life and are healthy. But any time
you exhibit yourself in your righteous deeds, you are not healthy. Such an
exhibition greatly frustrates your growth in life. (Life-study of Matthew, pp.
244-245)

Today’s Reading

The universe indicates that God is hidden, that God is secret..We may
have seen the things done by God, but none of us has ever seen Him, for
He is always hidden, always secret. God'’s life is of such a secret and hidden
nature. If we love others by our own life, this life will seek to make a display
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of itself before men. But if we love others by the love of God, this love will
always remain hidden. Our human life loves to make a display, a public
show, but God’s life is always hidden. A hypocrite is one who has an outward
manifestation without having anything within. Everything he has is merely
an outward show; there is no reality inwardly. This is absolutely contrary to
God’s nature and to His hidden life. Although God has so much within Him,
only a little is manifested. If we live by this divine life, we may pray much, but
others will not know how much we have prayed. We may give a great deal to
help others, but no one will know how much we give. We may fast often, but
this also will not be known by others. We may have a great deal within us, but
very little will be manifested. This is the nature of the kingdom people in the
doing of their righteous deeds.

This is vastly different from the nature of the worldly people. When the
worldly ones donate a hundred dollars, they advertise it, making it appear that
they have given a much greater amount. But when we Christians give a hundred
dollars, it is better that we only let others know that we have given a dime. We
do more than what is visible to others. We can never practice this kind of giving
in our natural life. It is possible only in the divine life, the life that does not
enjoy making a show. This is the crucial point in this portion of the Word.

If we are serious about being the kingdom people, we must learn to live
by the hidden life of our Father. We must not live by our natural life, which
is always making a display of itself. If we live by our Father’s hidden life, we
will do many things without making any public show of them. Rather, all
that we do will be in secret, hidden from the eyes of others. The biographies
of many saints reveal that they did certain things in secret, things that
often were not made known until after they had died. This is the right
way. Our prayer should be in secret...The kingdom people must have some
experience of prayer in their private room, contacting their heavenly Father
in secret, experiencing some secret enjoyment of the Father, and receiving
some secret answer from Him [Matt. 6:6]. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 245-
246, 248)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 21
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 45:15 Surely You are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the
Savior.

1 Kings 19:12 And after the earthquake, a fire—Jehovah was not in the
fire. And after the fire, a gentle, quiet voice.

[God’s children] know Him as the almighty One, as the righteous One, as One
full of grace and compassion, but as the One who hides Himself, He is unknown
to them.

[[saiah’s statement in Isaiah 45:15] is most emphatic. He is not talking
empty words, the fruit of his own imagination; his utterance is based on an
accumulation of facts. He has looked at those facts, he has studied those facts,
and then he has come to his conclusion: “You are a God who hides Himself, /
O God.” What he has seen of God’s doings, what he has observed happen to
Israel under the hand of God, what he has beheld of the experiences of God'’s
people—all these observations have forced the prophet to acknowledge that
God is a God who hides Himself. Why did Isaiah come to this conclusion?...
It was because God did countless things in the midst of the children of Israel
and countless things in their personal lives, yet He concealed Himself. He was
ceaselessly working, yet He was always hidden. Very much was being done by
Him, yet the Israelites were utterly ignorant as to who the doer was. Then one
day Isaiah exclaimed, “Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God.” (CWWL,
1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” p. 3)

Today’s Reading

Our personalities are diametrically opposed to God’s personality. He likes
concealment; we like display. He does not crave outward manifestations; we
cannot be content without them.
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“Elijah was a man of like feeling with us” (James 5:17), and he did not
stand this test. On Mount Carmel God was obviously with him, but when God
withheld His manifest presence, Elijah could not bear it. He became depressed
and crept into a cave. When God asked him, “What are you doing here?” he
answered, “I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and
slain Your prophets with the sword; and I alone am left, and they seek to take
my life” (1 Kings 19:9-10). God knew Elijah’s difficulty; He knew Elijah wanted
Him to be a God who would manifest Himself; he had not realized that God is
a God who hides Himself. So God gave him a demonstration. There arose “a
great, strong wind” (v. 11). Elijah thought, The Lord is in this. But “Jehovah
was not in the wind” (v. 11). The wind was followed by an earthquake. Elijah
thought, Surely the Lord is in this. But “Jehovah was not in the earthquake” (v.
11). Then came a fire, and Elijah thought, The Lord is a consuming fire; He will
be in this. But “Jehovah was not in the fire” (v. 12). After the fire came a gentle,
quiet voice—and the Lord was in that (v. 12). Elijah said to Him, “I alone am
left” (v. 14), but the Lord very gently answered, “There are seven thousand
persons who have not bowed down to Baal. Elijah, I hide Myself; you did not
know that I had preserved those seven thousand souls” (cf. v. 18). Elijah had
reckoned only with what he could see, but God is a God who hides Himself...
He had preserved for Himself seven thousand persons who had not bowed the
knee to Baal, but so hidden was His activity that not even the prophet Elijah
knew anything about it.

If you study the Scriptures carefully, you will see that God has the kind of
temperament that dislikes ostentation. He likes to work secretly rather than
openly. He created the universe and then hid Himself in it, until we do not know
where to find Him. He took up His abode in a man, but...even His disciples,
during their three and a half years in His company, did not arrive at a true
knowledge of Him. All this tells us that He was continually hiding Himself. He
would manifest Himself for a moment and then would conceal Himself again.
(CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” pp. 3-4, 6-7)

Further Reading: A God Who Hides Himself (booklet)
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 42:7 Deep calls unto deep at the sound of Your water spouts; all
Your waves and Your billows pass over me.

Isa. 37:31 And the remnant of those who have escaped of the house of
Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.

Only a call from the depths can provoke a response from the depths
[Psa. 42:7] . Nothing shallow can ever touch the depths, nor can anything
superficial touch the inward parts. Only the deep will respond to the deep
...0thers can respond deep within to only what issues from deep within us
...If nothing comes from the depths, the help we receive is just superficial.
We have to see the importance of the depths. Anything that is not from the
depths will never reach the depths of others. If we have never received
help or benefit in our depths, we will never have anything issuing from
our depths. If we want to render spiritual help to others, something must
issue from our depths. If we do not dig deep, we can never gain others.
Unless our utterance is from the depths, we will not touch the depths in
others, even though we gain their emotions and thoughts and make them
cry or be happy or excited for a while. Only deep calls unto deep. (CWWN,
vol. 37, p. 37)

Today’s Reading

One principle in preaching and receiving the word is found in the Lord’s
parable of the sower. While the sower sowed, some seeds fell beside the way;,
some on the rocky place, some into the thorns, and some into the good earth.
This shows us four different ways for man to receive the word. The Lord Jesus
tells us that among these different conditions, one is the rocky place. There is a
little earth on the surface, but underneath there are rocks. When the seed falls
into this kind of ground, it springs up quickly, but as soon as the sun comes out,
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it withers because of the lack of root.

What is a root? It is growth that occurs beneath the soil. What are the
leaves? They are growth that occurs above the soil. In other words, roots are
the hidden life, whereas leaves are the manifest life. The trouble with many
Christians is that, while there is much apparent life, there is very little secret
life. In other words, there is the lack of a hidden life...If all your spiritual life
is exposed, you do not have any root...If all your experiences are manifested,
then all your growth is upward; there is no downward growth. If this is the
case, you are a person who has only leaves without root, and you are on
shallow ground.

In our Christian life it is necessary that we learn the meaning of the Body
of Christ; we must learn to have a life of the Body. On the other hand, we must
learn that the life given to each member of His Body by the Lord is distinctly
individual. The measure that has been given to you personally by Him needs
to be guarded; otherwise, it will lose its specific character and will be of no
particular use to God. If that which has been specially committed to you is
exposed, it will wither.

The discourse of the Lord Jesus on the Mount was most remarkable. On
the one hand, He said, “You are the light of the world. It is impossible for a city
situated upon a mountain to be hidden” (Matt. 5:14). It is open. On the other
hand, He said, “When you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret;...when you pray, enter
into your private room, and shut your door and pray to your Father who is in
secret” (6:3-4, 6). On the one hand, if you are a Christian, you must come right
out into the open and make a public profession; on the other hand, there are
Christian virtues that you should preserve from the public gaze. The Christian
who parades all his virtues before men and who does not have anything in the
depth of his being has no root; he will not be able to stand in the day of trial and
temptation ...May God work in us so that we can take root downward. (CWWN,
vol. 37, pp. 37-39)

Further Reading: Watchman Nee, Deep Calls unto Deep (booklet); CWWN,
vol. 38, ch. 66
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 12:3-4 And I know such a man (whether in the body or outside the
body, I do not know; God knows), that he was caught away into Paradise
and heard unspeakable words, which it is not allowed for a man to speak.

Many of us cannot stand the test of visions and revelations; as soon as we
have a little experience, we blow the trumpet, and everyone knows about it
..What depth there was in Paul! It would be a wonder if we could hide away
something we received from God for seven years. But for fourteen years Paul
never divulged his experience; for fourteen years God’s church knew nothing of
it; for fourteen years not one of the apostles had heard of it. Paul’s roots were
deep beneath the soil.

This matter of root is a matter of extreme importance. If you want to have
Paul’s work, then you need to have Paul’s “root”; if you want to have Paul’s
outward conduct, then you need to have Paul’s inner life; if you want to have
Paul’s manifest power, then you need to have Paul’s secret experience. The
trouble with Christians today is that they cannot keep any spiritual thing or
any special experience undisclosed. As soon as they have a little experience,
they have to tell it abroad...They do not have any root. May God show us Paul’s

experience, and may He lead us into having depth! (CWWN, vol. 37, pp. 39-40)
Today’s Reading

In Isaiah 39 we are told that when the news of Hezekiah's sickness and
recovery reached the Babylonian court, messengers were dispatched with
letters and a present for Hezekiah. Hezekiah had been a recipient of the grace
of God, but he was unable to stand the test of grace. God’s Word says, “Hezekiah
was glad for them and showed them his treasury, the silver and the gold, and
the spices and the fine oil, and his whole armory and everything which was
found among his treasures” (v. 2). Hezekiah could not overcome the temptation
to display everything.
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Then should we not bear testimony? Yes, we should. Paul did so, and
multitudes of God’s children from generation to generation have done so too.
But bearing testimony is one thing; delighting in exhibiting one’s experience is
quite another. What is our object in testifying?

We may speak of the great things the Lord has done for us, but we must not
publish these things abroad as items of news; this only exposes ourselves as
being without any root. To be without root is to be without any treasure; it is
to be without any hidden life or hidden experiences. It is essential that some of
our experiences remain covered; to uncover everything is to lose everything.

Whatever secrets we have with the Lord must be preserved ...Only if He
moves within us to reveal something, dare we reveal it. If He wants us to share
some experience with a brother, we dare not withhold it, for that would be
violating a law of the members of the Body of Christ. One law of the members
of the Body of Christ is fellowship. Once we suppress this law, the flow stops.
We must be positive, not negative, and minister life to others. But if we are
engrossed all day with ourselves and with our own things, this talkativeness
and exposure opens us to assault from the enemy. I trust we will learn what the
Body of Christ is and what the flow of life among the members is; but [ trust we
will also learn the need for safeguarding the hidden part we have before the
Lord, the experiences that are not known to others. No root should be exposed.

As we extend ourselves deeper and take root downward, we will discover
that “deep calls unto deep.” When we can bring forth riches from the depths of
our inner life, we will find that other lives will be deeply affected. The minute
our inner being is touched, others will receive help and be enlightened. They
will know that there is something beyond their knowledge...If our life has no
depth, our superficial work will only affect other lives superficially. We repeat
yet again—only “deep calls unto deep.” (CWWN, vol. 37, pp. 40-44)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 51—53
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In the secret of His presence
Experience of Christ — Fellowship with Him
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2. When my soul is faint and thirsty, 4. Would you like to know that sweetness
"Neath the shadow of His wing Of the secret of the Lord?
There is cool and pleasant shelter, Go and hide beneath His shadow;
And a fresh and crystal spring; This shall then be your reward;
And my Savior rests beside me, And whene’er you leave the silence
As we hold communion sweet; Of that happy meeting-place,
If I tried, I could not utter By the Spirit bear the image
What He says when thus we meet. Of the Master in your face.
3. Only this I know: I tell Him (Repeat the last line of each stanza)

All my doubts and griefs and fears;
Oh, how patiently He listens!

And my drooping soul He cheers;
Do you think He ne’er reproves me?

What a false friend He would be,
If He never, never told me

Of the sins which He must see.
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Week Three
The Kingdom and the Church

Scripture Reading: Matt. 16:18-19; 18:17-18; 13:44-46; Mark
4:26-29; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; Gal. 5:19-21; Col. 4:11; Rev. 11:15;
12:10

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. The church today is Christ's increase in life, but the eternal
kingdom of God is Christ's increase in administration—Dan.
2:34-35; Mark 4:26-29:

A.In life Christ increases to become the church; in administration Christ

increases to become the kingdom—]John 3:15, 293, 30a; Dan. 2:34-35,
44,

B.Christ is not only the church but also the kingdom of God; both the
church and the kingdom are His increase—1 Cor. 12:12; Luke 17:21;
Mark 4:26-29.

II. The Bible first presents the kingdom and thereafter presents
the church; the presence of the kingdom produces the
church—Matt. 4:23; 16:18-19:

A.The life of God is the kingdom of God; the divine life is the kingdom, and
this life produces the church—John 3:3, 5; Matt. 7:14, 21; 19:17, 29;
25:46:

1.The kingdom is the realm of life for life to move, rule, and govern so that life may
accomplish its purpose, and this realm is the kingdom.
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RS B anE HEmEEA T —RE— 10 - the divine life with its realm produces the church—2 Tim. 1:10.
3EENESTELAAT  REBEEEREEGAE 1 3.The gospel of the kingdom brings forth the church because the kingdom is the life
e TR ey 4S R —— P 23 0 fE/U12 o itself, and the church is the issue of life—Matt. 4:23; Acts 8:12.

\\

AERZENEHR, B, &MHET l %894  B.The kingdom is the reality of the church; therefore, apart from the
@, AR E F ”@i kingdom life, we cannot live the church life—Matt. 5:3; 16:18-19; Rev.

19, A—4~6,9: 1:4-6, 9:
1 SERZBINERE (KRA~t) JTheEdgd/diiNes 1.The reality of the kingdom of the heavens (Matt. 5—7) is the content of the church
RHEBENER  dgiiEZ2 - life; without the reality of the kingdom, the church is empty.
D REBEHAGESEEE4TE  FilE B MEEERE 2.Since the kingdom life issues in the church life, as we live corporately in the kingdom
EA AR - MBEAMBEE gL E——2+00 17 - life, we spontaneously live the church life—Rom. 14:17.
3EMENEEBENEIEE St EEsE g 3.A believer who does not live in the reality of the kingdom cannot be built into the
GEREE——IF 22 ° structure of the church—Eph. 2:22.
[{B=] § Day 3
Z BAABREMEBEHER, BT C. Without the kingdom as the reality of the church, the church cannot be
K+ 18~19: built up—Matt. 16:18-19:
| Ao EHEEBEIIENEAR 1. The church is brought into being through the authority of the kingdom.
2 EHE AL G4 > B EE TRES W EE ——19 2.The keys of the kingdom are given to make the building of the church possible—v. 19;
g1 +/018» &4+ 23 18:18; cf. John 20:23.
3 EEERIBREE—IHEES A TN - H—DHERE 3.When the kingdom of the heavens is able to assert its authority over a company of
FREEMEIENEE S ——PH 19 #ElU 15 ~ 16 ° believers, those believers can be built up into the church—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.
[:801] § Day 4
AAIWBEEHALLSHMYE, A XE4#7 1L The genuine church is the kingdom of God in this age; today
REBZETARZAF—KT<18~19, the believers live the kingdom life in the church—Matt.

TANT~18, +=44~46, BE+W17, & 16:18-19; 18:17-18; 13:44-46; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; Eph.
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2:19; Col. 4:11; Rev. 1:4-6:

A.Each time the Lord Jesus spoke of the church, He mentioned it in relation
to the kingdom; this indicates how intimately the kingdom and the church
are related—Matt. 16:18-19; 18:17-18:

1.Romans 14:17 proves that the church 1in this age 1s the kingdom of God.

2.The kingdom of God in 1 Corinthians 4:20 refers to the church life (v. 17), implying
that in the sense of authority, the church in this age 1s the kingdom of God.

3.The term fellow citizens in Ephesians 2:19 indicates the kingdom of God, the sphere
wherein God exercises His authority.

4. What Paul and his fellow workers were doing in the gospel work for the establishing of
the churches was for the kingdom of God—Col. 4:11.

5.The word kingdom in Revelation 1:6 reveals that where the church is, there the
kingdom of God is; the church represents the kingdom.

B.In the Lord's recovery, at the same time we are both in the kingdom and
in the church, in the treasure and in the pearl—Matt. 13:44-46.

IV. In the church as the kingdom, we are under the kingdom's
rule, government, discipline, and exercise—1 Cor. 6:9-10;
Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 5:5:

A. Although the church today is God's kingdom, we are in the kingdom in
reality only when we live, walk, and have our being in the spirit, not in our
natural man—Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:16, 25.

§ Day 5

B. As those who are under the dispensing of the Divine Trinity, we need
to live a kingdom life in the church, growing and developing in the
divine life until we reach maturity—2 Cor. 13:14; Rom. 14:17; 2 Pet.
1:5-11.
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V. The church brings in the kingdom—Matt. 6:10; 12:22-29;
Rev. 11:15; 12:10:

A.The church was brought into being for the purpose of bringing in the
kingdom—Matt. 16:18-19; 18:17-18; Rev. 1:6,9; 11:15:
1.The church's responsibility 1s to perpetuate Christ's victory and to bring in God's
kingdom—12:10-11; 11:15.
2.The work of the church on earth is to bring in the kingdom of God; all the work of the
church 1s governed by the principle of the kingdom of God.

3.The church is responsible for bringing heaven's will down to earth and for carrying it
out on earth—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:50.

B. The church, which comes into being under the rule of heaven, by reason
of her submission to the heavenly rule, deals with God's enemy—16:18-19;
Eph. 6:10-18:

1.In order for the kingdom of the heavens to be established, there is the need of spiritual
fighting—Matt. 12:22-29.

2.The responsibility of the church 1s to continue the warfare Christ fought on earth; the
church must continue the victorious work that Christ has carried out against Satan—
Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8b; Col. 2:15; Psa. 149:5-9.

§Day 6

VI. The church should pray to bring in the kingdom of God—Matt. 6:10:

A. Although the kingdom is here in the church life today, the manifestation
of the kingdom is yet to come.

B.The coming of the kingdom is not automatic; if there is no prayer, the
kingdom cannot come; thus, we must pray for the coming of the kingdom.

C.The prayer of the church is the most effective means of conquering
Satan—16:19; 18:18.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Dan. 2:35 ...The stone that struck the image became a great mountain
and filled the whole earth.

John 3:29-30 He who has the bride is the bridegroom...He must
Increase, but | must decrease.

[In] Daniel 2:35b...this increase of the stone into a great mountain signifies
the increase of Christ. The fact that Christ can increase is clearly revealed in
John 3. Referring to Christ, verse 30 says, “He must increase.” The increase
in this verse is the bride spoken of in verse 29: “He who has the bride is the
bridegroom.” Christ, therefore, has an increase, and this increase is His bride.
Just as Eve was the increase of Adam, the bride is the increase of Christ as the
Bridegroom.

The church today is Christ’s increase in life, but the eternal kingdom of God
is Christ’s increase in administration. In life Christ increases to become the
church; in administration Christ increases to become the eternal kingdom of
God. Hence, Christ is not only the church but also the kingdom of God. Both the
church and the kingdom are His increase.

The parable of the seed in Mark 4:26-29 reveals how the kingdom of God
is the increase of Christ. Verse 26 says, “So is the kingdom of God: as if a man
cast seed on the earth.” This seed is Christ as the embodiment of the divine life.
According to the parable, this seed sprouts, grows, bears fruit, matures, and
brings forth a harvest (vv. 27-28). From the time Christ came to sow Himself
into the “soil” of humanity, He has been growing and increasing. Eventually,
this increase will become the great mountain that fills the whole earth to be the
eternal kingdom of God. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 18)

Today’s Reading
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We should repent, not merely to obtain pardon, not merely to obtain
peace, not merely to obtain life but because there is a heavenly kingdom that
requires our repentance. We must repent in order to become partakers in
this kingdom.

It was not only John the Baptist who began his gospel preaching with the
words, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near” (Matt. 3:2).
These same words were also spoken by the Lord Jesus when He began His
ministry (4:17). In the New Testament dispensation, when presenting the
gospel to man, God presents the kingdom as its one transcendent object.

How many have seen the purpose of the new birth? Our Lord said, “Unless
one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3)...The purpose
of the new birth is to enable us to enter the kingdom ...If | am to live in the
kingdom of God, I need to possess a life other than the life that I have by
nature. I must be born again. [ must receive the life of God, for unless I possess
His life, I cannot live in His kingdom. The gospel always has the kingdom of
God in view; it is therefore called “the gospel of the kingdom” [Matt. 24:14] ...
But what is the kingdom? (CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,”
pp- 239-240)

The kingdom of God is the life of God, but the church is not the life, nor is the life
the church. The church is the product of life. The divine life is the kingdom, and this
life produces the church. The New Testament concept is that the gospel brings in the
kingdom ...The gospel brings in the kingdom of God, and the gospel also brings forth
the church of God. This is why the gospel is called the gospel of the kingdom ...(Matt.
4:23; 9:35; 24:14)...The gospel of the kingdom brings forth, produces, the church
because the kingdom is the life itself, and the church is the issue, the produce, of life
...The New Testament refers to the preaching of the gospel of peace (Eph. 2:17). This
peace produces the church ...The Bible also tells us to preach forgiveness of sins (Luke
24:47) and to preach the gospel of the kingdom, but it never tells us to preach the
church, because the church is the product of what is preached. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2,
“Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 121-122)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” ch. 4
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:23 And Jesus went about in all of Galilee,...proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom...

16:18-19 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I
will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens...

The Lord told Peter...that He would build His church upon the revelation of
Christ, which Peter had received from the Father. Immediately after this the
Lord said to Peter, “I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens”
(Matt. 16:19)...To produce the church and to build up the church, we need the
kingdom. The kingdom actually is the reality of the church.

John the Baptist, Jesus, and the twelve apostles initiated the New Testament
gospel by telling people that the kingdom had drawn near. This meant that the
time had come for God to come to dispense Himself as life to people. The gospel
brings God as life, and life is a kingdom. The kingdom is the realm of life for life to
move, to work, to rule, and to govern so that life may accomplish its purpose ...The
gospel brings in the divine life, and the divine life has its realm for it to move, to
work, to rule, and to govern so that this life may accomplish its purpose. This is the
kingdom, and this divine life with its realm produces the church. (CWWL, 1984,
vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 122-123)

Today’s Reading

According to the New Testament, the church is intimately related to the
kingdom. In Matthew 16...the words the kingdom of the heavens in verse 19
are interchangeably used for the word church in verse 18. This is a strong
proof that the genuine church is the kingdom of the heavens in this age. This is
confirmed by Romans 14:17, which refers to the proper church life. Therefore,
the church today is the kingdom.
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Although the church and the kingdom are interrelated, there is nonetheless
a difference between them. Because any kind of life is a kingdom, the kingdom
is the life itself. For example, the animal life is the animal kingdom, and the
human life is the human kingdom. In the same principle, the life of God is the
kingdom of God. The church, however, is not the life, nor is the life the church.
Rather, the church is the product of life. The divine life is the kingdom, and this
life produces the church.

Where the reality of the kingdom is lacking, there the building of the church
will be lacking. A believer who does not live in the reality of the kingdom can at
best be a saved person; he cannot be built into the structure of the church.

Because the kingdom is the reality of the church, according to the New
Testament revelation, we cannot live the church life apart from the proper
kingdom life...The gospel preached at the beginning of the New Testament
concerns not salvation but the kingdom ...Regeneration results in the kingdom,
for regeneration issues in an entrance into the kingdom. When God regenerated
us, He regenerated us into His kingdom.

The reality of the kingdom of the heavens is the content of the church life.
This means that without the reality of the kingdom, the church is empty. The
reality of the kingdom is actually Christ Himself as our life. Christ as life is the
essence, the substance, for us to live a proper life so that in this life we may be
built up with other believers to bring in the real church life, which is a glorious
expression of Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God ...When Christ is
expressed, the entire Triune God is expressed. This expression depends on
whether or not the believers live a life that is the reality of the kingdom, a
reality that is fully revealed and described in chapters 5 through 7 of the Gospel
of Matthew. These chapters are a complete message on the constitution of the
kingdom of the heavens, and this constitution is the reality of the kingdom life.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1739-1742)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” chs.
5—6
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:18-19 ...Upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have
been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall
have been loosed in the heavens.

The four Gospels record only two occasions when our Lord on earth made
reference to the church, and both of these are in the book that specifically
proclaims the kingdom. From that fact we may know how intimately the
kingdom and the church are related. Throughout the New Testament we find
these two advancing together in the closest connection. When the Lord said,
“Upon this rock I will build My church,” He immediately added, “I will give to
you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens” [Matt. 16:18-19]. The keys of the
kingdom are given to make the building of the church possible. Where the
authority of the kingdom is absent, there the building of the church will be
lacking. Anyone who refuses to submit to the authority of the kingdom can at
best be a saved person; he will never be built into the structure of the church.
(CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” pp. 261-262)

Today’s Reading

The Bible first presents the kingdom and thereafter presents the church.
Where the kingdom of the heavens is in authority, there a church will be
built up. A church comes into being where a company of people accept the
government of heaven. So it would appear to be the presence of the kingdom
that produces the church. But the New Testament goes beyond that. That
is only one half of the New Testament revelation; the other half is this—the
church brings in the kingdom. The church that comes into being under the rule
of heaven, by reason of her submission to the heavenly rule, deals with God'’s
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enemy. [t is the presence of God’s enemy that hinders God’s will from being
done on the earth, and it is the exercise of God’s authority by the church that
casts him out. Then the New Jerusalem appears, and in the New Jerusalem
you see the kingdom and the church blending into one. The New Jerusalem is
the bride, which according to Ephesians 5 is the church. It is also a city, which
speaks of government, and in this center of government there is the throne of
God and of the Lamb. The New Jerusalem combines in itself both the church
and the kingdom. And in saying this, we have summed up in a sentence the
entire content of the New Testament. We might express it in three statements—
the kingdom produces the church, the church brings in the kingdom, and the
ultimate issue is the kingdom and the church. The New Testament opens by
presenting the kingdom and thereafter presenting the church..When the
church has ceded to the kingdom the right to rule and has submitted to its
sway, the church then brings the dominion of heaven to the earth. All the way
through the New Testament we see the church blending with the kingdom and
the kingdom blending with the church, until eventually this blending issues
in the New Jerusalem. In the New Jerusalem, where you can detect the nature
of the church and the conditions of the kingdom, God is able to express His
sovereignty fully and can therefore execute His will and display His glory.

The church [was] brought into being...for the purpose of bringing in the
kingdom [and]...by means of the authority of the kingdom. God’s purpose was
to bring His heavenly dominion to the earth, and apart from the church His goal
could not be attained. He needed a people who would subject themselves to the
dominion of heaven so that under that dominion they might be built up into
the church ...We who are saved are in the church, but our salvation alone does
not constitute us the church. The church is a Body; therefore, there is the need
of relatedness, and there is the need of building up. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The
Kingdom and the Church,” pp. 262-263)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” ch. 7
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Eph. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.

The kingdom of God is the living of the church...According to some
Bible teachers, the kingdom has not yet come. They claim that now is the
dispensation of the church, and the next dispensation will be that of the
kingdom. But in Romans 14:17 Paul does not say that the kingdom of God shall
be; he uses the present tense and says that the kingdom of God is. According to
the context of Romans 14, which speaks of receiving the believers, the kingdom
is today’s church life. The reality of the church life is the kingdom. Romans 12
speaks of the Body life, and Romans 14, of the kingdom life. This indicates that,
in Romans, the kingdom life is the reality of the Body life.

In a sense, it is correct to say that the present age is the church age and
that the coming age will be the kingdom age. However, in another sense, the
kingdom of God is here today, for the kingdom is the reality of the church
and the living of the church. Hence, the church is the kingdom. Since the
church is the kingdom today;, it is not correct to say that the kingdom has been
suspended altogether until the coming age. Romans 14:17 proves definitely
that the kingdom is the living of the church today. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 2237-2238)

Today’s Reading

In Acts, which is concerned with the church, there is frequent mention of the
kingdom (8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31). In Acts the believers preached
the kingdom of God as the gospel (8:12). The gospel is even called the gospel of
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the kingdom. Therefore, it is not correct to say that the kingdom is altogether
separate from today’s church life.

According to the revelation in the New Testament, the proper church life
is the kingdom life. If we live under the rule of the living God within us, that
is, under the rule of the kingdom of the heavens, we shall have the kind of
life recorded in chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew. We shall also have a life of
the kingdom practiced in the church life. Hence, we should not separate the
kingdom of God from the church.

[In Ephesians 2:19] the term fellow citizens indicates the kingdom of God.
All the believers, both Jewish and Gentile, are citizens of God’s kingdom, which
is a sphere wherein God exercises His authority. As long as anyone is a believer,
he is a citizen of the kingdom of God. This citizenship involves rights and
responsibilities, two things that always go together. We enjoy the rights of the
kingdom, and we bear the responsibilities of the kingdom. Ephesians 2:19 affords
us the basis for saying that the church today is God’s kingdom. The citizens
mentioned here are related to a kingdom, a nation, not to a family. A family is
composed of members, not of citizens. On the one hand, we are members of God’s
household; on the other hand, we are citizens of God’s nation, of God’s kingdom.

Although the church today is God’s kingdom, we are in the kingdom
in reality only when we live and walk in spirit. Whenever we behave
according to the old man or live in the flesh or the self, we, in a practical
way, are out of God’s kingdom. This means that when we are in the flesh,
we are in the old realm of the fallen human nature, which has been fully
usurped by Satan to form his kingdom. Therefore, a genuine Christian,
if he lives in the flesh instead of in the spirit, may live in a practical
way not in the kingdom of God but in the kingdom of Satan. Only when
we live, walk, behave, and have our being altogether in our spirit, not
in our natural man, are we in the kingdom of God and, in reality, are
the kingdom of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2238,
2235-2236)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 209, 240—
241
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Mark 4:26-29 And He said, So is the kingdom of God: as if a man
cast seed on the earth, and sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed
sprouts and lengthens—how, he does not know. The earth bears fruit by
itself: first a blade, then an ear, then full grain in the ear. But when the
fruit is ripe, immediately he sends forth the sickle, because the harvest
has come.

Jesus Christ is the seed of the kingdom of God, and this seed has been sown
into those who believe in Him. Now this seed is growing and developing within
the believers. Eventually, this growth and development will have an issue, and
the issue will be the kingdom.

In the parable of the seed in Mark 4:26-29 we see the development of the
kingdom seed. In verse 26...the “man”...is the Lord Jesus as the Sower, and
the “seed” is the seed of the divine life (1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:23) sown into
the believers of Christ, indicating that the kingdom of God is a matter of life,
the life of God, which sprouts, grows, bears fruit, matures, and produces a
harvest.

In verse 28...the “earth” is the good earth (v. 8), signifying the good heart
created by God for His divine life to grow in man. Such a good heart works
together with the seed of the divine life sown into it to grow and bear fruit
spontaneously for the expression of God. The seed is Christ, and we are the soil
into which He as the seed has been sown. The seed grows and eventually will
produce the harvest, the full manifestation of the kingdom. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, p. 2552)

Today’s Reading

In the eyes of God the church occupies a very important place. Its position is
that of being joined to Christ, and its responsibility is to continue the warfare
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that Christ fought on earth. Christ the Head has ascended, but His Body is still
on earth. The church, as the Body of Christ, is His propagation, continuing His
stand and work to fight against God’s enemy.

Ephesians 1:20-23 shows us that the power which operated in Christ not
only raised Him from the dead, but caused Him to ascend to the heavens. This
resurrection power is the power of ascension. Through His resurrection the
church received its life, and through His ascension the church assumed its
position of authority and inherited the kingdom. In this way, He brought heaven
to earth, and His will can be done on earth, as in the heavens...When the Lord
ascended to the heavens, He transcended all the powers of the enemy, and God
subjected all things under His feet. (Of course, this is not fully manifested at the
present time.)

Verse 23 clearly shows that the church and Christ are inseparable. The
church is filled with Christ; it is the fullness of Christ, the overflow of Christ.
God’s desire is to gain a corporate man. The church, which is formed of
individual saints who are put into Christ, is the corporate Christ...As the Body
of Christ, the church is the continuation of Christ. Everything that belongs to
Christ belongs to the church. The position that Christ attained is the position
that the church has attained. The works that Christ accomplished are sustained
and perpetuated through the church.

The cross of Christ produced the church, and the church brings in the
kingdom. Hence, the church stands between the cross and the kingdom. The
present age is the time for the church to practically realize the victory of
Christ. The Head has overcome; now the Body must also overcome. The Lord
destroyed the devil on the cross and produced the church with resurrection life.
Today God is establishing His kingdom on earth through His church. The church
must continue the victorious work that Christ has carried out against Satan. It
is responsible for bringing heaven’s will down to earth and for carrying it out
on earth. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 777-778)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” ch. 8
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful
before God for the overthrowing of strongholds.

Eph. 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.

In John 12—16 Satan is spoken of as the ruler of this world three times
(12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Presently, he is the ruler of this world, and the
nations of this world are his domain. In the millennium, he will be bound
and cast into the abyss. Before that time, the church is on the earth to curb
the activities of Satan. The prayer of the church is the most effective means
of curbing Satan. The church is a miniature of the kingdom. Any place
that manifests God’s authority is a place where the kingdom is realized
(Matt. 12:28). It is our responsibility to put a halt to Satan’s will. Wherever
the church is, Satan’s authority will retreat. The church is on the earth to
perpetuate and manifest Christ’s victorious stand over Satan. (CWWN, vol.
44,p.778)

Today’s Reading

The church has a great responsibility on the earth today. On the negative
side, the church has to subdue the power of darkness and continue the warfare
that Christ waged against Satan. On the positive side, the church brings God’s
will to earth. Wherever we are, we should stand firm. When we read the daily
news, we can find where the enemy is working, and we should render proper,
opposing prayers [cf. 2 Cor. 10:4; Eph. 6:12]...0ur prayer must be powerful
before God in order to oppose the power of darkness. Before we can reign in
the future, we have to learn to rule over everything today. We rule over the
thrones on earth by the throne in heaven. Believers fail because they have
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not exercised their authority; they have not prayed to reign over the political
events. As soon as we see the devil’'s power or work, we should exercise our
authority to pray. If there were no Christians on earth today, the world would
be like hell. We have to learn to exercise the overcoming authority of Christ to
rule over the power of darkness.

Everyone in this world is a captive of Satan. But God wants the Christians
to recapture the captives through the gospel and win them back to God’s side.
When God wins one more person, Satan has one less person. First Timothy
2:4 says, “Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge
of the truth.” This shows that the gospel is part of God’s will. God delivers men
with the purpose of saving them to the extent that God’s authority can be fully
manifested through them. God wants us to preach the gospel and through it to
carry out His will. Those who do not open their mouths and do not testify for
God have failed to uphold God’s will.

Genuine prayer is a joint labor with God to bring His kingdom to the earth
and to carry out His will on earth. Hence, prayer is nothing less than a spiritual
battle (2 Cor. 10:2, 4; Matt. 6:10; Eph. 6:12). Prayer overturns the power of
darkness and opens the way for God’s will to be executed on earth.

We are above the world; we do not belong to this world (John 17:16).
Through the cross God delivered us out of this world unto Himself and His will
(Gal. 6:14). We should not belong to this world, and we should not return to the
reign of Satan. Once we are not of this world, Satan will not have any ground in
us. When we are not of this world, we will be free from Satan’s authority, and
we will be delivered from his reign and kingdom. In this way, God’s will can be
carried out on earth.

May God execute His will and accomplish His purpose through the church.
The church’s responsibility on the earth today is to perpetuate Christ’s victory
on the earth and to bring in God’s kingdom. When the church is faithful to
its position and responsibility, God’s eternal purpose will be accomplished.
(CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 779, 781)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 2, Isn. 23
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

God’s Kingdom today is a real exercise
The Kingdom — As an Exercise and a Reward
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cise, But when Christ comes to reign it will be a great
E7

trained

That His plan  be ful -

filled and His jus - tice main -

. God’s children, we’re born to be kings with His Son,

And we need to be trained that we may overcome
And to know how to rule in His kingdom as kings,
That His kingship thru us be expressed o’er all things.

. Today we must learn to submit to His throne,

How to have a strict life and His government own;
His authority then we’ll be able to share,
O’er the nations to rule with God’s Son as the heir.

. With a life strict to self we must righteousness hold,

Kind to others in peace, and with God joyful, bold;
In the Kingdom’s reality €’er to remain,
For its manifestation prepared thus to reign.

. Then Christ when He comes with the kingdom from God

Will to us grant His kingship to share as reward;
Thus the Lord will His righteousness thru us maintain
And His wisdom to heavenly powers make plain.

. For this the Apostle pressed on at all cost,

For the Kingdom assured that he would not be lost;
"Tis for this he charged others, Be true to the Lord.
That the Kingdom might be unto them a reward.

. O Lord, give us grace for Thy Kingdom to live,

To be trained that Thou may the reward to us give;
Make the Kingdom’s reality our exercise,
That its manifestation may be our great prize.

tained.
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Week Four

The Exercise of the Kingdom
for the Building Up of the Church

Scripture Reading: Matt. 16:16-18, 21-28
§ Day 1

I. Matthew 16 reveals the way to build up the church and also
reveals the enemy of the building:

A. Christ, the Son of the living God, builds the church on Himself as the rock,
with stones such as Peter, a transformed person—vv. 16-18.

B.The gates of Hades, Satan's authority or power of darkness, attack the
church to frustrate the Lord from building up the church—v. 18.

C.In order to build the church, the Lord had to pass through death and enter
into resurrection—v. 21:

1.The church was produced through Christ's death and resurrection—John 12:24.

2.The way to build up the church 1s to be crucified and resurrected—cf. 2 Cor. 4:10-12;
Gal. 2:20.

3.The church exists and 1s built up only in the realm of resurrection through crucifixion—
Gen. 2:21-22; cf. Eph. 4:15-16.

D.Peter, with a good heart, rebuked the Lord and tried to prevent the Lord
from going to Jerusalem to be crucified—Matt. 16:22:

1.1t was not Peter but Satan who came out through one of the gates of Hades, the gate of
Peter's self, to try to frustrate the Lord from building up the church—v. 23.
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2.The self, the mind, and the soul-life are the main gates through which Satan comes
forth to attack and damage the church—vv. 23-26.

§ Day 2

II. The building up of the church depends on the shutting up of the
gates of Hades through the exercise of three keys—vv. 24-26:
A.We need to learn to exercise the key of denying the self—v. 24:

1.The flesh is the created body corrupted by sin, the nature of Satan (Rom. 6:12,
14; 7:8, 11, 17, 20); the self is the created soul plus the satanic mind, the mind of
Satan.

2.When the mind, the thought, of Satan was injected into the human soul, the human soul
became the self, the embodiment of Satan—Gen. 3:1-6; Matt. 16:22-23:

a. Before Eve took the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil into her body,
the thought, the mind, of Satan was injected into her soul.

b.After Eve's mind was poisoned by Satan's thought, her emotion was aroused, and
then her will was exercised to make a decision to eat of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge.

c. By this time every part of the soul—the mind, the emotion, and the will—had been

poisoned.

d.The self is the embodiment of the soul-life, which is expressed through the mind; thus,
the self, the soul-life, and the mind are three-in-one.

e. Behind these three 1s Satan, who manipulates the self in order to damage the church—v.
23.

§ Day 3

3.The self is the soul declaring independence from God:
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a.The Lord does not have regard for what we do; rather, He has regard for our
dependence on Him—7:21-23; cf. Josh. 9:14.

b.The enemy of the Body 1s the self; because the self 1s something independent, the self is the
greatest problem, the greatest frustration and opposition, to the building up of the Body.

c. We should depend not only on God but also on the Body, on the brothers and sisters—
Exo. 17:11-13; Acts 9:25; 2 Cor. 11:33.

d.The Lord and the Body are one; hence, if we are dependent on the Body, we are also
dependent on the Lord, and if we are independent of the Body, we are spontaneously
independent of the Lord.

e. When we are dependent, the self 1s gone, and instead of the self, we have the Lord's
presence and are full of peace.

f. Only when the self-life has been utterly dealt with by the cross are we able to touch the
reality of the Body of Christ and come to know the Body.

§ Day 4
4.The following are some expressions of the self (see Hymns, #8606, stanzas 5 and 6):

a. With the self there are ambition, pride, and self-exaltation—Matt. 20:20-28; 1 Pet. 5:5;
Rom. 12:3; Num. 12:1-10; 16:1-3; Phil. 2:3-4.

b.With the self there are self-righteousness, self-justification, and exposing, criticizing,
and condemning others—Matt. 9:10-13; Luke 18:9-14; 1 Pet. 4:8; John 3:17; 8:11;
Luke 6:37; Matt. 7:1-5.

c. With the self there are introspection and self-despising—S. S. 2:8-9; 1 Cor.
12:15-16.

d.When we are in the self, we can be offended by the church, the leading ones, or the
saints—Matt. 6:14-15; 18:21-35; Mark 11:25-26; Col. 3:13.

e. With the self there are disappointment and discouragement—cf. Rom. 8:28-29; 2 Cor. 4:1.

f. With the self there are self-love, self-preservation, self-seeking, and self-pity—Matt.
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13:5, 20-21.
2. With the self there are murmurings and reasonings—Exo. 16:1-9; Phil. 2:14.

h.With the self there is natural affection (friendship) based on natural taste and
preference—Matt. 12:46-50; Phil. 2:2b; 1 Cor. 12:25.

1. With the self there are the matters of being opinionated and dissenting—John 11:21,
23-28, 39; Acts 15:35-39; cf. 1 Cor. 7:25, 40.

J. When we are 1n the self, we are individualistic and independent—16:12.

5.1f we exercise the key of denying the self to lock up the self, it 1s impossible for us to
be offended; blessed are those who are not offended—cf. Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60:

a. If we can be offended, it 1s proof that we are full of self.

b.If my self has been locked up, I will not be offended no matter what you do to me or
how you treat me—Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60.

6.We need to learn to exercise the key of denying the self to lock up the self in every
situation:

a. Whether a situation is for us or against us, whether the brothers love us or hate us, we
must lock up the self—2 Cor. 12:15.

b.If the self is locked up, the church will be built up.

§ Day 5

B.We need to learn to exercise the key of taking up the cross—Matt.

16:24:

1.To take up the cross simply means to take up the will of God; the cross is God's will—
26:39; John 18:11:

a. The Lord Jesus was not forced to go to the cross like a criminal; He was willing to go
because the cross was God's will—Matt. 26:39.
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b.The Lord Jesus was willing to be crucified so that through His death, His life might be
released to produce and build up the church—John 12:24.

c. The cross was a great suffering to the Lord, but He cared not for the suffering but for
the fulfillment of God's purpose—Heb. 12:2; Col. 1:24.

2.Let him---take up his cross (Matt. 16:24) means that we are not forced to bear the cross
but that we willingly take it up:

a. Our husband, wife, and children are God's will and are therefore our cross.

b.The one church 1s God's will, and every brother and sister in the church 1s God's
will; thus, to bear the cross is to bear the church and to bear all the saints so that
we would have the genuine oneness—John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3, 13; 1 Cor. 1:10;
Phil. 2:2.

3.We need not only to take up our cross but also to carry our cross, that is, to remain on
the cross, keeping our old man under the termination of the cross day by day—Luke
14:27; Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10; 1 Cor. 15:31:

a. We have received the divine life through the Lord's crucifixion; now, in order to be
built up in this life, we need to willingly and happily take up the cross.

b. We should not care for our taste, feeling, or consciousness; rather, we should care only
for God's will, which 1s that we would have the genuine oneness—John 17:21-23; Eph.
4:3,13; 1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 2:2.

§ Day 6

C.We need to learn to exercise the key of losing the soul-life—Matt.

16:25:

1.To save the soul-life is to please the self by allowing the soul to have its enjoyment; to
lose the soul-life is to lose the enjoyment of the soul:
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a. God created man as a soul (Gen. 2:7) with the need for enjoyment.

b.Receiving God into man's spirit and expressing God through the soul should be man's
joy and amusement—cf. Neh. 8:10; Rom. 14:17.

c. The Lord Jesus lost the enjoyment of His soul in this age so that He might find His
soul-life in the coming age (John 10:11; Isa. 53:12); we must do the same (John
12:24-26).

d.If we save our soul-life in this age, we will lose it in the coming age, but if we lose our
soul-life in this age, we will find it in the coming age—Matt. 16:25.

e. We need to love the Lord Jesus and to hate and deny our soul-life, not loving our soul-
life even unto death—1 Cor. 16:22; 2:9; Luke 14:26; 9:23; Rev. 12:11.

2.1f we are willing to lose all our present soulish enjoyment for the Lord's sake, for the
sake of the church, and for the sake of all the saints, others will be nourished by us and
will be built up through us; this is not a suffering but a joy—Heb. 12:2.

3.The kingdom reward of sharing the King's joy in ruling over the earth in the
manifestation of the kingdom depends upon whether we save our soul-life in this age
or lose it—Matt. 16:25-28; 25:21, 23.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:18 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock |
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised.

How can the church be built up in a practical way? The answer is found
in Matthew 16:21 through 26...Unless Christ had been crucified and
resurrected, He could not build up the church...Verse 21 indicates that
the way to build up the church is through death and resurrection. On the
mount the Lord Jesus was transfigured. This transfiguration, however,
was temporary. Through death and resurrection, Christ was permanently
transfigured...[and] entered into a realm of transfiguration. The church exists
in this realm of transfiguration. It cannot exist in the natural life or with
fleshly people.

The “Me” in [verse 24] means a great deal. This “Me” is the pattern, the
pathway. Furthermore, this “Me” is the crucified and resurrected “Me.”...The
church comes into existence through the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.
Not only our self, which is defiled, but even the Lord’s pure, sinless self had to
be denied. If the Lord had not denied Himself and gone to the cross, He could
not have been resurrected, and there would have been no church. We must
follow after Him. This means that we must deny ourselves as He did and must
allow ourselves to be crucified as He did. Without this, it is impossible for the
church to be built up. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for
the Building of the Church,” pp. 79, 74-75)

Today’s Reading
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Matthew 16:22 says, “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,
God be merciful to You, Lord! This shall by no means happen to You!” With
a good heart Peter was telling the Lord that God should be merciful to Him.
This verse is difficult to translate. Some say it should be rendered, “Lord, pity
Yourself.” According to this rendering, Peter was telling the Lord to be merciful
to Himself. Another translation is, “God be merciful to You, Lord.” It is difficult
to determine the subject, whether it is God or the Lord Jesus. At any rate, the
emphasis is on the self. Whether the subject is God or the Lord Jesus, the self is
emphasized.

Verse 23 says, “But He turned and said to Peter, Get behind Me, Satan!”
Then in verses 24 and 25 the Lord said to His disciples, “If anyone wants to
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his
soul-life for My sake shall find it.” According to these verses, the Lord is the
pattern and the pathway. If anyone desires to come after Him, that is, take
Him as the pattern and the pathway, he must deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow Him.

Verses 21 through 26 are necessary for the interpretation of verses 16 through
19...Verse 18 speaks of the gates, and verse 19, of the keys. In order to know what
the gates and the keys are, we need to consider verses 21 through 26. Satan comes
out through the gates. The first gate is the self. This means that we ourselves are one
of the gates of Hades through which Satan comes out. Satan may come out through
the gate of self even when we have a good heart. Whether our heart is good or evil,
self is the first gate through which Satan comes out. In addition to the self, verses
21 through 26 also speak of the mind and the soul, both of which are also gates
through which Satan comes out. Thus, the self, the soul, and the mind are the main
gates through which Satan comes forth. Many times Satan has come out through
your mind because your mind has been an open gate for him. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 70-71)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” chs. 3—4
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:19 | will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and
whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and
whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Throughout history, the church ...has been damaged mainly by the self.
Martin Luther once said that although he was afraid of the pope, he was
more afraid of the stronger pope, the self, within his own heart ...Self is the
embodiment of the soul, which is expressed through the mind. Thus the self,
the soul, and the mind are three-in-one. Behind these three is Satan, who
manipulates the self in order to damage the church life. We all need to heed this
word for ourselves. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” p. 71)

Today’s Reading

As Christ is the embodiment of God, so the self is the embodiment of Satan.
This is indicated by the fact that the Lord Jesus said to Peter, “Get behind Me,
Satan!” [Matt. 16:23]. The Lord was speaking to Peter, yet He called Peter Satan
because Satan was embodied in Peter. Where was Satan embodied? Satan was
embodied in Peter’s soul by occupying his mind. The mind is the leading part
of the soul and the representative of the soul. To take over a person’s mind is to
take over the entire person.

In Genesis 3:1-6...we see that before Eve took the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil into her body, the thought, the mind, of
Satan was injected into her soul. Satan came to Eve with the intention
of putting his thought into her mind. Satan did this when he said to her,
“Did God really say, You shall not eat of any tree of the garden?” (v. 1).
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This was an appeal to Eve’s mind. Eve answered Satan (vv. 2-3), but as
soon as she did so, she was “hooked” in her mind by the “bait” of Satan’s
thought.

Day after day Satan tries to do the same thing with us...For instance, in the
morning, as you are waking up, a critical thought concerning the church in
Los Angeles may suddenly enter your mind. Such a thought is Satan’s bait, and
the more you pay attention to this bait, the more you will be hooked by Satan.
Eventually, you may decide to give up the church life.

Through this satanic assault, Eve’s mind was attacked. Then her mind was
poisoned by the satanic thought which had been injected into her. After this,
her emotion was aroused when she “saw that the tree was good for food and
that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make
oneself wise” (v. 6a). Next, her will was exercised to make a decision to eat of
the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. “She took of its fruit and
ate” (v. 6b). By this time every part of the soul—the mind, the emotion, and the
will—had been poisoned.

The origin of the self was Satan’s injecting his thought into the human mind
..Whenever the soul is not dependent on God but is independent of Him, the
soul immediately becomes the self. This means that whenever we do something
by ourselves without depending on God, we are in the self.

God created man as a soul to be always dependent on Him. Man is a soul
(2:7), and as a soul he should depend on God for everything. However, the
soul has become the self. The self is simply the soul declaring independence
from God. If we have the vision of the self, we will see what the self is—
the soul declaring its independence from God. If we see this vision, we will
realize that we can no longer be independent of God. Then we will say, “I
must depend on God all the time. Whatever [ do, I must depend on God.
Whatever I am, [ must depend on God.” (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly
Vision,” pp. 192-195)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” chs. 5—6
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Luke 9:23 And He said to them all, If anyone wants to come after Me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.

1 Cor. 15:31 | protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily.

Because the self is something independent, the self is the greatest problem
to the building up of the Body. We should be dependent not only on God but
also on the Body, on the brothers and sisters. Whenever we are independent
of the brothers and sisters, we are in the self, in the independent soul. For us
today, being independent of the Body is equal to being independent of God. This
is a matter not of doctrine but of experience. If you check with your experience,
you will realize that when you were independent of the brothers and sisters,
you had the sense that you were also independent of God.

If we are dependent on the Body, then we will also be dependent on the Lord
...You do not have the Lord’s presence, because you are isolated from the Body,
because you are not properly related to the members of the Body. Endeavor to
be built up and to be right with the Body. If you are right with the Body and are
built up in the Body, you will surely sense the Lord’s presence. (CWWL, 1965,
vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” pp. 195-196)

Today’s Reading

The Lord Jesus does not have regard for what we do; rather, He has regard
for our dependence on Him. If we see this, we will pay attention not to what
we do but to whether or not we are dependent on the Lord. We need to ask
ourselves: Am I independent of the Lord or am I dependent on Him? If we are
independent of the Lord, we are in the self. If we are dependent on the Lord, we
are spontaneously dependent on the Body.
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The Lord and the Body are one. If you are dependent on the Lord, you are
dependent on the Body. If you are dependent on the Body, you are dependent on
the Lord. If you are independent of the Body, you are spontaneously independent
of the Lord and are in the self, no matter how many good things you intend to
do. Furthermore, because you are in the self, you are incorporated with Satan. In
this corporation the self is the general manager, and Satan is the president.

Oh, how we need to see the vision of the self! If we see this vision, we will
hate our independence from the Lord and the Body. Then we will love the
dependence on the Body, on the brothers and sisters, and on the Lord.

How do we know that we are dependent on God? We know it by the genuine
peace within us. Some brothers who are independent of the Body may claim
that they are doing something for God. However, they do not have peace within
them. The more they claim that they are doing something for God, the more
they have the sense that they are not at peace...They may argue, saying, “I have
peace. What need is there for me to be related to you people? I am preaching
the gospel and doing the work of the Lord, and I have peace.” What kind of
peace is this? It is not the genuine peace; it is a self-made peace, a peace that is
made and maintained by the self.

Seeing the vision of the self has much to do with the Body. Today we are
in the Lord’s recovery, and the recovery will eventually come to this crucial
matter—the building up of the Body. The enemy of the Body is the self. The
greatest problem, the greatest frustration and opposition, to the Body is also
the self. When we have the self, we do not have the Body. When we have the
Body, we do not have the self. In order for the Body to be built up, the self,
the independent soul, must be dealt with. The self is the independent “I,” the
independent “me.” When we are independent, we are in the self, the Body is
gone, and we do not have peace. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,”
pp- 196-198)

Further Reading: (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” chs. 3—4
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing...

2 Cor. 12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf
of your souls. If I love you more abundantly, am | loved less?

It is a very serious matter to be offended. Do not casually say, “I have been
offended in the church life. The elders and other leading ones have offended
me.” Although others may offend you, you will always be the first to suffer. On
the one hand, I condemn all the offenses; but on the other hand, [ must say
that there is no excuse for your being offended. If we were not in ourselves,
we could not be offended. If I exercise the key of self-denial to lock up the self,
it will be impossible for me to be offended...Through the open gate of the self,
Satan comes forth, and we are offended.

Do not think that the church is no longer the church because it is wrong. For
example, when your child makes a mistake, he is still your child. Whether the
church is right or wrong, it is still the church. Although you may be offended
by something or someone in the church, do not make any excuses for yourself.
This frustrates the building up of the church. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The
Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” p. 72)

Today’s Reading

When certain things take place to touch us, the self is open. Because we
are open to Hades, something from Hades—Satan—comes out. How we
need to use the key of self-denial to lock the self! The way to keep from being
offended by others is to lock up yourself by denying yourself. Blessed are
those who are not offended...When the Lord Jesus comes and sets up His
judgment seat, He will tell us to settle our account with Him. He may ask us
why we were offended in certain places. But if we make excuses for ourselves,

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Morning Nourishment - Week 4 - Page 7



o, TEFEEXN, MELTEEE, MED.
HEFREREGES, A —RFEEEEETA
o B ewFRE, REHALMT T. WRAM
RO THE, RERIHKRELEE, HFERHAF
&, RAT AR

EBEERET, TRZATARANKE. WX
X ENEFERFANOAR, SHEHNTRERT
To. REASMBH PR, REamfryoek, 76
iR E AN DR, EEFFEF D MELEN,
EHER, ERAHKTH, AEZAMFE. HE
HR, T REZAE TR AR,

REBEEETEINRE, F—HFRANFRL
BWE L. TEZARBNER., MERRE. &
E—NFUARANERER, RtEFH. 2K
B o R AR G a8 Ty B i o B SHE BBy T 3L 388 B AT
fH e ER, Bmi EEE, ERERREEE—
BExLHwD, YEMOEEENRND, RS EEA
R AR TPl B T8ED, BERE
WO PTHAR, ERATREARMAREED €.

KR FEEACFAEH N ZEZ YKk K, ER
BRE, ZAfraEtetPeELEMELER: F—
WA RRKANKE; #AEEATHEMAZE, E
EawE w0, R EZAE, REERANRECDE
Wo AVEAETE 3 Mook 2 K B9 3 ek bk, MM
AW E, EECHHEE, Rt eFEE., B
iR TR TRy e R, H ey A B EF e 1R,
BN EwERE. Rz, henEd, HETE
WO ERWSEE, RMABEFAELTR NG
Fhog AR ET . AR, TR, emEtsn
T, (TEXXE—NALE/NFFZ M, /N
ENL—F. )

ZH: BABEEEAL, FETN\R.

O NMFEtTABKEEREEERTIMK-FE 4B REEZEE-E8 H

the Lord will not accept them. The problem is not the offense—it is the sellf.
Certain viruses are very contagious. However, no virus can cause a table to be
sick. If you can be offended, it is a proof that you are full of self. If my self has
been locked up, I will not be offended no matter what you do to me or how
you treat me.

In the church life there should not be any natural friendships. If you regard
certain ones as your special friends, it also is an indication that you are full
of self. Certain ones match your taste, and you fit their taste. You feed one
another’s taste. This is very damaging, and it hinders the building. Among the
brothers and sisters in the church, there should be a pure divine love, but there
should not be any personal affection.

For the Lord’s building in the church life, everything natural must
be extracted. There should be no natural affection, relationship, or
feeling...Whenever a brother loves me in a naturally affectionate way;, |
am frightened...Whenever you discover that you are feeding a brother’s
self and that he is feeding yours, you must use the key to lock the gate of
the self. If you do not lock up the self, Satan will come out through the
door of the self...It will be impossible for the Lord to build the church
with you.

[ am glad that in the churches we have the brothers’ houses and the sisters’
houses. But, through experience, we have realized that there are two kinds of
results from living in such a house. Some form natural friendships; others become
dissatisfied and disappointed. However, no matter what the situation may be,
you should not be disappointed. To be disappointed is a proof that you are in the
self. The self of those who live in the brothers’ and sisters’ houses must be locked
up. If the self is locked up, we shall have the building. If you exercise the key of
self-denial, others may be offended, but you will not be offended. Instead, you
will be built up because the self in you has been locked up. We all need to use the
prevailing key of self-denial to lock the self, the soul, and the mind. Otherwise, the
building up of the church will be frustrated. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of
the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 72-74)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 48
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 26:39 ...He fell on His face and prayed, saying, My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as You will.

Eph. 4:3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting
bond of peace.

Crucifixion was the method used by the Roman government to execute
criminals. No doubt, to the criminal, the cross was a suffering because he did
not choose to be crucified. On the contrary, he was forced to be crucified. The
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus, however, was altogether different. He was not
forced to suffer crucifixion; He chose it. This was His own preference...He was
willing to do so because His cross was God’s will. Hence, His crucifixion was for
the fulfillment of God’s will ...In other words, Christ was not forced to die like
a criminal. Rather, He was willing to be crucified so that through death His life
might be released to produce the church.

When He was on the cross, the Lord suffered greatly. But that suffering
was not forced upon Him. He took it willingly. In Matthew 26:39 the Lord
prayed to the Father, “Not as [ will, but as You will.” At that same time He
also prayed, “Your will be done” (v. 42). The Lord was willing to take up the
cross, to go to the cross, and to remain on the cross until God’s will had been
fulfilled. This is the significance of the first mention of the cross in the Bible.
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the
Church,” p. 81)

Today’s Reading

We are not forced to bear the cross, but...we willingly take it up. Notice,
the Lord Jesus did not say, “Let him deny himself and be crucified.” No, He
said, “Let him...take up his cross” [Matt. 16:24]...However, certain brothers
have said, “I have been crucified by my dear wife many times.” Such
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brothers are not cross-bearers; they are criminals executed by their wives.
If you say that your children are crucifying you, you are not a cross-bearer,
but an executed criminal...Are you a criminal or a cross-bearer? We all need
to say, “Praise the Lord, [ am not a criminal. I am one who is willing to bear
the cross. I have not been crucified by others; rather, I take up the cross and
bear it

Suppose a brother’s wife causes him to suffer. Since no divorce is permitted,
he has two choices regarding her. He may either suffer with her like a criminal
being executed on the cross, or he may take her as God’s will and as his lot and
portion. He may say, “God has allotted her to me. It was not I who married her;
it was God who gave her to me. This is God’s will, God’s ordination. Hallelujah,
[ am willing and happy to bear the cross! [ am not a criminal but a happy cross-
bearer.” If we do this, the presence of the Lord will be with us, and we shall
enjoy the riches of life. Furthermore, we shall have a strong testimony of being
built into one.

We need to say, “Lord, make me a willing cross-bearer like You were. You
learned what God’s will was in Matthew 26, and then You were willing to do it.
You were glad to take up the cross. You could have summoned twelve legions of
angels to rescue You, but You did not do it...Thank You, Lord, that through Your
willingness to bear the cross we are here today as the church. Now, Lord, we
want to partake of Your willingness to take up the cross so that Your life may be
released.”

We need to say, “Lord, Your will is that there be one church in the universe
and one church in every city. Lord, Your will is also that I be one with all my
brothers and sisters. As long as anyone is a believer, | must accept him without
choice or preference. My likes or dislikes do not mean anything.” This is the
unique way for us to be built together. Otherwise, our preferences and tastes
will constantly fluctuate...Both in the church life and in married life there
should be no fluctuation. What can keep us stable and steadfast is the bearing
of the cross. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building
of the Church,” pp. 81-86)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” chs. 7—8
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:25 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but
whoever loses his soul-life for My sake shall find it.

Heb. 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down on the right hand of the throne of God.

To lose the soul means to lose the enjoyment of the soul, and to gain the soul
means to have the enjoyment of the soul.

With respect to the losing of the soul, the Lord did not speak about
suffering...Apparently the losing of the soul is a suffering, but actually it is a real
joy. If a sister loses her soul by forgiving her husband, that will be a joy to her
and to her family. It will issue in the building up of the proper family life. The
same is true in principle with the building of the church. To lose our soulish
enjoyment is a joy because as a result we see the building up of the church. If
you are willing to lose your soul in a practical way, others will be nourished by
you and built up through you. This is not a suffering; it is a joy. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 90, 94)

Today’s Reading

The Lord did not go to the cross with tears; rather, He went joyfully [cf. Heb.
12:2]. His going to the cross was His losing of His soul. But because He foresaw
the result, He did not feel sorry for Himself about losing His soul. He knew that
through His death many grains would be brought forth (John 12:24).

All the amusements people seek outside of God are for the satisfaction of the
soul. When they listen to music or enjoy certain sports, they are happy. Many in
Hong Kong like to play mah-jongg. To them, that is the best entertainment and
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enjoyment...Anyone who has been regenerated in his spirit but still plays mah-
jongg will eventually lose his soul at the Lord’s coming. For him to refrain from
playing mah-jongg is to cause his soul to suffer...If he does not lose it now, he
will lose it when the Lord comes back. The Lord will say to him, “Because you
saved your soul so much, now you must lose it."...To save the soul is to preserve
the soul in its enjoyment.

God ...Himself has even been rejected by the earth. When He came in the
flesh, He was rejected. This present age, the age of the church, is the age of
the world’s rejection of Christ. Because Christ has been rejected, at present
He has no joy on this earth. As His followers, we share His destiny. Our
destiny as followers of the Lord Jesus is not to be welcomed by this world;
instead, it is to be rejected. Therefore, this age is not the time for us to have
enjoyment for our soul; it is the time for us to lose this enjoyment. When
the Lord Jesus comes back, that will be the time for Him to enjoy the earth.
Satan will be bound, Christ will recover the earth, and the entire earth will be
under His reign. At that time Christ will enjoy the earth, and all His followers
will participate in this enjoyment. This is the meaning of Matthew 25:21 and
23, both of which say, “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful
over a few things; I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your
master.” This will take place during the millennium when the Lord Jesus will
reclaim the earth and enjoy it. By repossessing the earth, the Lord will have
enjoyment. Then He will ask His followers, His partners, to enter into His joy.
This will be the saving of our soul.

The Lord burdened one brother to give a certain amount of money
to another. But the enemy tempted him to lower the amount. When the
brother was enlightened to see the tactics of the enemy, he said, “Satan, if
you speak to me about this again, I'll give everything away...” To lose our
pleasure at having a large savings account is to lose our soul. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 94,
104-105, 107)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” Isn. 4
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Crucified with Christ my Savior 481
Union with Christ — Identified with His Death and Resurrection

[ —)
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in: In His fel low - ship of suf fring, To His death
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me, Help me, Lord, to go with Thee, All the way to Cal-va - ry.

2. Tis not hard to die with Christ
When His risen life we know;
Tis not hard to share His suffrings
When our hearts with joy o’erflow.
In His resurrection power
He has come to dwell in me,
And my heart is gladly going

All the way to Calvary.

3. If we die we’ll live with Christ,
If we suffer we shall reign;
Only thus the prize of glory
Can the conqueror attain.
Oh, how sweet, on that glad morning
Should the Master say to thee,
“Yes, my child, thou didst go with me
All the way to Calvary.”
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Week Five

Living under the Sovereignty of God
and according to the Mercy of God

Scripture Reading: Rev. 4:11; Dan. 4:3, 34-35; Rom. 9:15-16, 18-23;
Heb. 4:16

§ Day 1 & Day 2
I. Itis crucial that we see a vision of God's sovereignty—Dan.
4:3, 34-35; Rom. 9:18-23:

A.Sovereignty refers to God's unlimited authority, power, and position—
Rev. 4:11; 5:13:

1. As the sovereign One, God is above everything, behind everything, and in everything—
1 Kings 22:19.

2.God has the full capacity to carry out what He wants according to the desire of His
heart and according to His eternal economy—Dan. 4:34-35; Eph. 1:4-5, 9-11.

B.Romans 9:19-23 refers to God's sovereignty:

1."For who withstands His will? But rather, O man, who are you who answer back
to God? Shall the thing molded say to him who molded it, Why did you make me
thus?"—vv. 19b-20:

a. We need to realize who we are: we are God's creatures, and He is our Creator—Isa.
42:5.

b.As His creatures, we should not resist His purpose or answer back to Him, the
Creator—Rom. 9:20.
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2."Does not the potter have authority over the clay to make out of the same lump one
vessel unto honor and another unto dishonor?"—v. 21:

a.God 1s the Potter, and we are the clay in His hand; God, the Potter, 1s sovereign—Jer.
18:1-6.

b. As the Potter, our God has the absolute right over us; regarding us, He has the right to
do whatever He desires—Isa. 29:16; 64:8.

c.If God wills, He can make one vessel unto honor and another unto dishonor—Rom.
9:21.

3.Romans 9:21-23 reveals that God sovereignly created us to be His containers,
according to His predestination—2 Cor. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:20-21; Eph. 1:5, 11:

a. It is of God's sovereignty that He, the Potter, makes the riches of His glory known by
creating vessels of mercy to contain Himself—Rom. 9:23.

b.Being vessels unto honor i1s not the result of our choice; it originates with God's
sovereignty—v. 21.

c.God's sovereignty 1s the basis of His selection; His selection depends on His
sovereignty—vv. 11, 18; 11:5, 28.

4."In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy,
which He had before prepared unto glory"—9:23:

a.In His sovereignty God has the authority to make the ones He has selected and called
vessels of mercy to contain Him in order that His glory might be manifested—vv. 11,
18, 23-24.

b.According to His sovereign authority, He has prepared us unto glory—v. 23.

§ Day 3

I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy'...So then
it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God
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who shows mercy"—vv. 153, 16:

A.Mercy is the most far reaching of God's attributes, going further than His
grace and love—Matt. 9:13:

1.According to our natural condition, we were far removed from God, totally unworthy
of His grace; we were eligible only to receive His mercy—Eph. 2:4.

2.Man's disobedience affords God's mercy an opportunity, and God's mercy brings man
to salvation—Rom. 11:32.

B. Our concept is that the one who wills will gain what he wills to obtain and
that the one who runs will gain what he runs after—9:16:

1.1If this were the case, God's selection would be according to our effort and labor.

2.0n the contrary, God's selection 1s of God who shows mercy; we do not need to will or
to run, for God has mercy on us.

3.1If we know God's mercy, we will neither trust in our effort nor be disappointed
by our failures; the hope for our wretched condition 1s in God's mercy—Eph.
2:4.

§ Day 4 & Day 5

C.If we would serve God in His New Testament economy, we need to know
that it is wholly a matter of God's sovereign mercy—Rom. 9:15-16; Heb.
4:16:

1.If we know God's sovereignty, we will thank Him for His mercy, realizing that we are
under His sovereign mercy—Rom. 9:15:

a. The expression sovereign mercy means that God's mercy is absolutely a matter of
God's sovereignty.

b.Being a vessel of mercy 1s not the result of our choice; it originates with God's
sovereignty—v. 18.

c.God's mercy to us 1s 1n His sovereignty; the only thing we can say to explain God's
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happened to them was of God's mercy—vv. 16, 23.

2.There must be at least one time when we see God's mercy and definitely touch His
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Dan. 4:34-35 ...l blessed the Most High, and | praised and honored
the ever-living One; for His dominion is an eternal dominion...He does
according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of
the earth; and there is no one who can...say to Him, What are You doing?

Isa. 64:8 But now, Jehovah, You are our Father; we are the clay; and
You, our Potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand.

Sovereignty is ...one of God’s attributes. He is sovereign. Sovereignty
indicates God’s unlimited authority and power. God’s position is also
unlimited. We are not able to say how high is God’s position. Likewise, we
cannot measure God’s glory and majesty. As the sovereign One, there is
no limit to His authority, power, and position. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 113)

Today’s Reading

[In Romans 9] Paul appealed to God’s sovereignty and asked, “But rather,
O man, who are you who answer back to God? Shall the thing molded say
to him who molded it, Why did you make me thus?” (v. 20). In the next
verse Paul goes on to say, “Or does not the potter have authority over the
clay to make out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and another
unto dishonor?” Here Paul says that as the Creator, God has the sovereign
authority to do whatever He likes. Who are we to argue with Him? We need
to recognize that we are clay and that God is the Potter. He has the authority
to make out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and another unto
dishonor. He has the right to make vessels of wrath (v. 22) as well as vessels
of mercy (v. 23).

In Romans 9:16 Paul says, “So then it is not of him who wills, nor of
him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.” To be a vessel of mercy and
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of honor unto glory does not depend on our willing or our running but
on God’s mercy to us. It is of God’s sovereign mercy that we are vessels
of mercy. We were not the ones who decided to become vessels of mercy.
God made this decision before we were born. Only because of God’s
sovereignty are we able to say that we are vessels of mercy. In ourselves
and of ourselves we have no right to say this. As the One with authority
over the clay, the Potter has chosen to make us vessels of mercy. However,
our confession that we are vessels of mercy is a proof that God has made
us so.

God’s mercy is according to His will. In verse 18 Paul concludes,
“He has mercy on whom He wills, and He hardens whom He wills.” We
cannot explain why God has willed to show mercy to us. The only thing
we can say is that, according to God’s will, the mercy of God has been
extended to us. Furthermore, God’s mercy is in His sovereignty (vv.
20-23). The only thing we can say to explain God’s mercy to us is that
in His sovereignty He has chosen to be merciful to us. Consider the
case of Esau and Jacob. Who can say why God willed to choose Jacob
and not Esau? All we can say is that in His sovereignty God chose the
one and not the other. God’s selection is absolutely according to His
sovereignty.

As those favored by God, we should not only thank Him for His mercy
but also worship Him for His sovereignty. There are hymns on God’s mercy,
but it is very difficult to find a hymn on God’s sovereignty...Along with
Paul, we need to be brought to God’s sovereignty. Instead of reasoning with
Him, we should say, “O Father God, I worship You for Your sovereignty.
Although I am not worthy, in Your sovereignty You have willed to show me
Your mercy.” Never presume to touch the sovereignty of God. Heed Paul’s
warning when he asks, “Who are you who answer back to God?” (v. 20). If
we realize that we are nothing more than clay, we shall not argue with God.
Rather, we shall simply worship Him for His sovereignty. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 231-233)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 21—22
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 9:19-21 You will say to me then, Why does He still find fault? For
who withstands His will? But rather, O man, who are you who answer
back to God? Shall the thing molded say to him who molded it, Why did
you make me thus? Or does not the potter have authority over the clay
to make out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and another unto
dishonor?

We all have to realize who we are. We are God’s creatures, and He is our
Creator. As His creatures, we should not say anything to Him, the Creator...God
is the Potter, and we are pieces of clay. As the Potter, God has authority over the
clay. If He wills, He can make one vessel unto honor and another vessel unto
dishonor. It does not depend on our choice—it depends on His sovereignty.
(Life-study of Romans, p. 257)

Today’s Reading

Romans 9:21 discloses God’s purpose in creating man. This verse is unique
in its revelation of God’s purpose in the creation of man. Without this verse it
would be difficult for us to realize that God’s purpose in creating man was to
make him His vessel to contain Him. We all must thoroughly understand that
we are God’s containers and that God is our content. Second Corinthians 4:7
says that “we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” We are earthen vessels, and
God is the treasure and the content. God has sovereignly created us to be His
containers according to His predestination.

Second Timothy 2:20-21 conveys the same thought, saying that we are
vessels unto honor. So, we need to cleanse ourselves from dishonorable things
that we may be sanctified and suitable for the Lord’s use. However, being
vessels unto honor is not the result of our choice; it originates with God’s
sovereignty. It is of God’s sovereignty that He make His glory known by creating
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vessels of mercy to contain Himself. This is a deep word. God’s sovereignty is
the basis of His selection.

“What if God, wishing to demonstrate His wrath and make His power known,
endured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath fitted for destruction” (Rom.
9:22). What should we say about this? We have nothing to say. He is the Potter,
and He has the authority. Human beings are simply clay.

“In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels
of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory, even us, whom He has
also called, not only from among the Jews but also from among the Gentiles?”
(vv. 23-24). All depends upon God’s authority. God has the authority to make
us, whom He has selected and called not only from among the Jews but also
from among the Gentiles, vessels of mercy to contain Him, that the riches of
His glory may be made known, that is, manifested ...We were predestinated by
His sovereignty to be His containers, vessels of honor to express what He is in
glory. This is not only a matter of His mercy but also of His sovereignty.

God’s selection has a goal—to have many vessels to contain God and to
express Him eternally...Yes, He loves us. However, His love is not only shown
to save us but to make us His vessels. God created us in such a way that we
are able to take Him into us and contain Him as our life and life supply, to the
end that we be one with Him to express what He is and that He be glorified in
us and with us. This is the eternal goal of God'’s selection. It is also our eternal
destiny.

This portion of the Word also unfolds the climax of our usefulness to God,
which is not to be used by Him as servants, priests, and kings but as vessels
to contain Him and express Him. If we are to be used as God’s vessels, surely
He has to be one with us. We are His container and His expression; He is our
content and our life. He lives in us that we may live by Him. He and we, we
and He, eventually will be one both in life and in nature. This is the goal of His
selection according to His sovereignty. It is also our destiny according to His
selection, a destiny which will be fully revealed in the New Jerusalem. (Life-
study of Romans, pp. 257-258)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msgs. 22, 58
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:13 But go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy and not
sacrifice,” for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

Heb. 4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of
grace that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

Mercy is the most far reaching of God'’s attributes. Mercy goes further than
grace. God’s love does not reach as far as His grace, and His grace does not
reach as far as His mercy. If | am in a good condition and my standing matches
yours, and you give me a gift, that is grace. But if [ am in a pitiful condition
and my standing is far removed from yours, and you give me something, that
is mercy. If I come to you as your dear friend, and you give me a gift, that is
grace. However, if | am a poor, unclean beggar, unable to do anything for myself,
and you give me a gift, that is mercy...Grace extends only to a situation that
corresponds to it. But mercy goes much further, reaching into a situation that
is poor and unworthy of grace. According to our natural condition, we were
far removed from God, totally unworthy of His grace. We were eligible only to
receive His mercy. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 98)

Today’s Reading

It is God’s mercy that has reached us. None of us was in a condition that
corresponded to His grace. We were so poor and pitiful that there was the need
for God’s mercy to extend to our fallen condition. God’s mercy has brought us
into His grace. How we need to realize this and worship God for His mercy!
Even now, after being saved and having shared in the riches of God’s life, we
still, in some ways, are in a condition that needs God’s mercy to reach us. This
is the reason Hebrews 4:16 says that first we need to receive mercy, and then
we can find grace for timely help. Oh, how much we need God’s mercy!...It is
always God’s mercy that qualifies us to participate in His grace.
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Our concept is that the one who wills will gain what he wills to obtain
and that the one who runs will gain what he runs after [cf. Rom. 9:16]. If this
were the case, then God’s selection would be according to our effort and
labor. But it is not so. On the contrary, God’s selection is of God who shows
mercy. We do not need to will or to run, for God has mercy on us. If we
know God’s mercy, we shall not put our trust in our effort. Neither shall we
be disappointed by our failures. The hope for our wretched condition is in
God’s mercy.

Romans 11:32 says, “For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might
show mercy to all.” Man’s disobedience affords God’s mercy an opportunity,
and God’s mercy brings man salvation. How marvelous is God’s mercy!

God’s mercy and His grace are both the expression of His love. When we are
in a pitiful condition, His mercy reaches us and brings us into a state where
He is able to favor us with His grace. Luke 15:20-24 says that when the father
saw the prodigal son returning, he had compassion on him. This is the deeper
mercy, an expression of the father’s affectionate love. Then the father clothed
his son with the best robe and fed him with the fattened calf. This is grace,
which also manifests the father’s love. God’s mercy reaches further than His
grace, bridging the gap between us and God’s grace.

Often, because of our pitiful condition, we need to receive mercy before
we can find grace. We come to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16) like beggars, in
somewhat the same condition as was the prodigal son when he came to his
father..When we come to the throne of grace, we may have the sense that we
are pitiful and say, “Father, I am not worthy of anything.” But the Father may
say, “You are unworthy, but I am merciful. My mercy reaches you and qualifies
you to receive My favor. My mercy brings Me to you that I may clothe you with
the best robe.” God’s mercy is always available to us. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 98-99)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 10—11
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 9:15-16 For to Moses He says, “I will have mercy on whomever
I will have mercy, and | will have compassion on whomever | will have
compassion.” So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but
of God who shows mercy.

We need to worship God for His sovereignty. We should say, “Lord, I
worship You for Your sovereignty because Your sovereignty reflects Your
mercy. Lord, I am weak and sinful. Sometimes | am even rebellious. But I
thank You, Lord, that my heart has been softened and is always willing to
repent. Lord, I thank You for giving me such a soft heart.”...If you know God’s
sovereignty, you will thank Him for His mercy. You will realize, even as you
come to the meetings of the church, that you are under the Lord’s sovereign
mercy. Consider how many people are involved with sinful things or with
worldly things. But we desire to come together in the Lord’s presence, to
listen to His word, to seek what is on His heart, and to practice being one
with Him ...Praise Him that we are under His sovereign mercy! (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 243-244)

Today’s Reading

It is of the Lord’s mercy that we can attend the church meetings. Many of us
can testify that the happiest nights of the week are the meeting nights ...Praise
the Lord that, according to His sovereign mercy, we can come together in the
meetings!

The more we recognize God'’s sovereignty, the more grateful we shall be for
His mercy. Hallelujah, God’s mercy has been sovereignly bestowed upon us! ...
Sometimes we may be stubborn, but in the Lord’s sovereign grace, we can be
stubborn only for a short while. Then we repent, either to the Lord or to one we
have wronged. This desire to repent is the Lord’s mercy to us.
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The morning is an excellent time for us to repent and make confession to
the Lord. I thank the Lord that every morning we can have a new beginning.
As we spend time with Him, we may realize that we have made mistakes. Then
we repent, confess, and experience a genuine spiritual cleansing. What a mercy
that we are willing to repent, to confess, and to be cleansed by the Lord!

In a time when so many are given to worldly entertainments, we have the
desire to seek the Lord and to meet together in His presence. In God’s sovereign
mercy, our hearts have been inclined to Him. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 244-
245)

If we look back upon our past, we will worship the Lord ...Before we were
born, He selected us and predestinated us and arranged everything related to
us, including the time and place of our birth. Moreover, He appointed all our
days and all the places where we are to be. According to God’s arrangement, I
was born in the twentieth century. Furthermore, I was born in an area where
it was easy to have contact with Christians. This was altogether of God ...
Everything that happens to us is a matter of divine mercy.

If we would properly serve God in the gospel of His Son, we must know that
the gospel includes the selection of grace. The gospel is wholly a matter of God’s
sovereign mercy...Through many years of experience, [ have become strongly
and deeply convinced that everything that happens to us is of God. All is a
matter of God’s mercy. The more we see this, the more we will spontaneously
bear our responsibility before the Lord.

Why is it that some believers are willing to bear their responsibility and that
others are not? The answer lies in God’s mercy. In Romans 9:15 Paul quotes the
Lord’s words, “I will have mercy on whomever [ will have mercy.” Because of
God’s mercy in His selection of grace, we responded to the gospel when others
did not respond; we received a word about Christ as our life when others
refused to receive it; and we took the way of the Lord’s recovery today when
others drew back from taking this way. Some can testify that although they are
in the Lord’s recovery today, those who brought them to this way did not come
this way themselves. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 591-593)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 110
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 9:18 So then He has mercy on whom He wills, and He hardens
whom He wills.

23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory.

Regarding His recovery, God has mercy on whomever He will have mercy.
We are not in the Lord’s recovery because we are more intelligent than
others or because we seek the Lord more than others do. Our being here is
altogether due to the mercy of God. If you consider how the Lord brought
you into the church life in the Lord’s recovery, you will worship Him for
His mercy. I believe that we in the Lord’s recovery are among the remnant
according to the selection of grace (Rom. 11:5). Regarding the gospel, the
ministry of life, and the church life in the Lord’s recovery, God has had mercy
upon us. How we must praise Him for His sovereign mercy! (Life-study of
Romans, p. 593)

Today’s Reading

We should have no trust in ourselves, and we should not think we are here
because of anything that we are or that we have done...What a mercy that we
are saved and that we are willing to take the Lord’s way! Furthermore, it is a
mercy that we are willing to be separated from today’s evil age. The world is
both attractive and attracting. Nevertheless, I can testify that I simply have
no appetite for the things of the world. I am covered with a kind of divine
insulation, an insulation that keeps me from the world system. This is another
aspect of God’s mercy.

If we would serve the Lord, we must know the Spirit, the life in the Spirit,
and the righteousness of God. Furthermore, we must know God’s mercy in
the selection of grace...I look to the Lord that He will deeply impress us with
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the matter of His mercy in selecting us. Do not put your trust in what you are
able to do or in what you plan to do. Rather, bow down before the Lord and
worship Him for His mercy. The more you worship the Lord for His mercy, the
more you will be uplifted. Instead of striving to bear responsibility, you will
find that, in His mercy, the Lord is bearing you. We all need to know the Lord
in this way. What a mercy that He has selected us, predestinated us, called us,
and placed us in His recovery! For our future we trust not in ourselves but in
Him and in His marvelous mercy. Everything regarding us has been initiated
by the Lord. All is of Him; nothing is of us. I can testify that the more we
worship God for His mercy, the more we are deeply in His heart and the more
we are one with Him.

Do not strive to bear responsibility. Instead, worship God for His selection.
If you do this, He will bear you in the bearing of responsibility. The more we
try in ourselves to be responsible, the more we will suffer inwardly. Our inward
taste will be that of bitterness. But if we worship the Lord for His mercy and
experience Him bearing us in bearing the responsibility, our inward taste will
be as sweet as honey. One reason [ am happy day by day is that I have learned
to trust in the Lord’s mercy and to worship Him for it. Years ago I used to ask
the Lord to do so many things for me. But now I pray by thanking Him for His
mercy. He said that He will have mercy on whomever He will have mercy and
compassion on whomever He will have compassion. If we enjoy the Lord’s
mercy and worship Him for His selection, we will be in the heavenlies.

Our going on with the Lord is a matter not of our willing or running but
of God’s mercy. Our willing is of no avail, and our running is in vain. God’s
mercy, however, works in a wonderful way. We are changeable, constantly
fluctuating. It seems that, as far as we are concerned, our spiritual condition
is like weather that is unstable. Hence, we need to see that the selection of
grace does not depend on us but depends on God’s selection of us before the
world began. What we are experiencing today is related to God’s selection
in eternity past. If we see this, we will turn our eyes away from ourselves
and from our circumstances and gaze steadfastly upon Him. (Life-study of
Romans, pp. 593-594)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 28, “The Gospel of God,” ch. 2
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us.

Rom. 11:32 For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might show
mercy to all.

[Romans 9] reveals the principle that everything depends on God’s mercy.
The apostle applies this principle to the Israelites. He shows us that everything
that happened to the Israelites was of God’s mercy.

Zeal and pursuit are of no use. Neither is the absence of zeal and pursuit
of any use. Waiting too long, not waiting long enough, being too quick, or not
being too quick—none of these is of any use...Everything depends on the
mercy of God. Only the Holy Spirit is able to lead men to a proper standing.
There must be at least one time that a person sees God’s mercy...Whether we
see this matter all at once or realize it through a process, the minute we touch
this matter, we touch the fact—not a feeling but the fact—that everything
depends on God’s mercy. (CWWN, vol. 57, “The Resumption of Watchman Nee’s
Ministry,” p. 3)

Today’s Reading

God’s mercy is a fact. A fact is not dependent on feeling. Take the matter of
regeneration as an example. We often tell sinners that they must have a one-
time definite experience of repentance and believing in the Lord ...It is the
same in principle in regard to man’s understanding of God’s mercy. There must
be at least one time when a person definitely touches God’s mercy.

Three kinds of people need God’s dealings: those who are strong in their will,
those who are strong in their emotion, and those who are strong in their mind...
[The will, the emotion, and the mind] must experience God’s breaking. God deals
with man’s strong points more than He deals with his weak points. Man’s strong
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points often hinder him from spiritual progress even more than his weak points.
Unless a man is dealt with in these three areas, he cannot know God’s mercy.

After a man has been dealt with by God, he will be tempered in his spiritual
life...Some people wait too long, and others do not wait long enough...Some
people are not strong enough in their inner man; their outer man is too
strong...Some people are too strong in their mind. Others are too strong in their
emotion or their will...These conditions require tempering.

If we want our spiritual life to be well tempered, we need to attune our
condition to a proper balance. We must neither be too much nor be too little.
This can be compared to shooting on a pinball machine; there are pins to the
left and to the right, and the balls must be directed at the optimum angle before
they can score. There are many pitfalls in our spiritual journey; our mind,
emotion, and will can all become hindrances to us. If we are too much or too
little, we fall into danger.

Everything depends on God’s mercy. Before I was saved, I planned to go to
America. If | had left two months earlier, I would not have met Sister Dora Yu,
and I might never have been saved. Even if | had been given the chance later,
I might not have believed. It was God’s mercy that [ met Miss Dora Yu at that
time. It was neither too early nor too late.

Only God can do things in just the right proportion. We are prone to speak
either too much or not enough. No one can preach a message that will meet
everyone’s need. Even the apostle Paul and the apostle Peter faced the same
problem. When words come out of a person’s mouth, it is difficult for the words
to come out just right. This is why it is easy for people to misunderstand.

The way of the church during the past two thousand years is a way of
looking to the mercy of God. Only God’s mercy can temper us. I have often told
the young people that they may have to wait for five years before they will
realize that everything is of God’s mercy. (CWWN, vol. 57, “The Resumption of
Watchman Nee’s Ministry,” pp. 3-6)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 57, “The Resumption of Watchman Nee’s
Ministry,” ch. 1
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

God, we praise Thee for Thy mercy
Worship of the Father — His Mercy 26
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1. God, we praise Thee Thy mer - cy, "Tis so great and so pro-found!
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In our weak - ness and our fail - ures; With its greatness it a - bounds.
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With such mer - ¢y we've been crowned!

2. How we marvel at this mercy
So far-reaching and so vast!
It has reached us, €’en the sinners,
And will ever hold us fast.
From this mercy, from this mercy,
What can cause us to be cast?

5. Father, we enjoy Thy mercy,
Ever fresh and ever new;
Every morning shed upon us,
It refreshes as the dew.
How we taste it! how we taste it!
Giving Thee the praises due.

3. For Thy mercy we are grateful,
"Tis so rich, so plenteous!
Thru Thy mercy in redemption,
Thou hast richly favored us.
If without this, if without this,
How could we be favored thus?

6. We can never cease to praise Thee,
As Thy mercy e’er endures;
All Thy grace and all Thy favor,
Ever for us it secures.
Trusting in it, trusting in it,
Thy sure mercy us assures.

4. Oh, Thy mercy, so inspiring!
Gentle, tender, dear and sweet!
With Thy patience and Thy kindness,
Us in all our need it meets.
It we treasure, it we treasure,
Nothing can with it compete.
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7 o< iB Week Six

EAG BB ERE LERSE Being Watchful in Life and Faithful in Service

FiE. K=2 4, 9~10, 14~15, 20~ 23 Scripture Reading: Matt. 25:4, 9-10, 14-15, 20-23

[E—] § Day 1
T HEEG, KMEEH, #AMHE, £ 1 Forlife, we need oil, the Spirit of God, even His filling, that
ZREEALH, FAMRAZTHAET, we may be enabled to live the virgin life for the Lord's
X AFE—K=2 4, 9~10: testimony—Matt. 25:4, 9-10:
— [ope, #ROGBIFILT B E %, £4&4/14 A "At that time the kingdom of the heavens will be likened to ten virgins,
B, AR ] —1 & who took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom"—v. 1:

| B BEHEEEaGr—m———MWEt+—2 - 1. Virgins signify the believers viewed from the aspect of life—2 Cor. 11:2.

2 EHEREEN TR oG 2 ENEL > EBRFHIHAT 2.Believers, who are the kingdom people, are like chaste virgins, bearing the Lord's
EEFERE OF) Wt FRER LA T Bt testimony (the lamp) in the dark age and going out of the world to meet the Lord; for
I E TR R BRI - tFE A T - this they need not only the indwelling but also the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3R ERENE (B 127) » EEIEEMWAEE 3.Lamps signify the spirit of the believers (Prov. 20:27), which contains the Spirit of God
H (/U 16) - as the oil (Rom. 8:16):

a (STERM MRy s - BERE HH R EEFT a8y © B3 a. The believers shine forth the light of the Spirit of God from within their spirit; in
SRR A IR A NS 28057 0 IV ELE S o order for the divine light to shine into man's inward parts, God's Spirit as the oil must
WNESER (AR TEEB T ATE (£16) > soak (mingle with) man's spirit as the wick (cf. v. 16) and "burn" together with man's
B ANIVEE—[F] TAEEE, (+211) - spirit (12:11).

b R » (EfERL T Y » Y1[E)EIEE AT S ERERY b.Thus, the believers become the light of the world and shine as a lamp in the darkness
HMARE (KA 14~16° B 15~16) > BEER of this age (Matt. 5:14-16; Phil. 2:15-16), bearing the testimony of the Lord for the
25 [EHE SRR - glorification of God.

—_ O NMFEt+HAEBEERESERTIIKR EBHME—F 182 Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Week 6 Outline- Page 1



4 fEIHAVE LB MRS - ARG ILER S H——
K_H4:

a NERSEMWERZsI (FI121 23 ~24) - AHY
(S EAEMAVBEE © NIEE > BRI EVUEIERY
il g SABUSTERISRE

b TL{EFEFEARE A B M MIAE E A > tAEE I
HATE  EEAH - REME Y SR (AL
HygESE (Z8/\9~16) a3 MEFFEM > REH M

AHHYER T 0 REMIAYEE (AT 25 > K
+=17) -

(B -B=]
¢ AT BT T, SR
T TR T AR > BRI - BT -
EERBB—Y) - REEHSHERRLSS  ®M

SREAHERE FMEEREBEEY —2%
=18 > PRIBF. 10 -

d BMEINES » TR ESEETRE - stEmni
> =PSB SERL o it — TR E AR M — 43 T
FLUZERME NNATE— KRR 9 2H7 27 -
ZAMEREEMBE, ARKIEENE (A4
), AR A IR LB R AR E R
BE, THFETY, ArAEAFNIEE
ZFH9~10, A =18, =6, 12~14, +/9:

1 FMHVIRIE R ZASh Y - BER M ERVEH - (H3
%2 ErE— V] —— K237 fE=8 > AT 4
6~7>—19-

2 IMFEANEE R EEEFESE > RERS - S A
EHRMEEMER - Waladt—HE=7~ 10 -

o MFEt+HAEHEKEEEREESRTIIIR F BMHE—FE2H

4. The prudent virgins took oil in their vessels with their lamps—Matt. 25:4:

a.Man 1s a vessel made for God (Rom. 9:21, 23-24), and man's personality 1s in his soul;
hence, vessels in Matthew 25:4 signifies the souls of the believers.

b.The five prudent virgins not only have oil in their lamps but also take oil in their
vessels; that they have oil in their lamps signifies that they have the Spirit of God
dwelling in their spirit (Rom. 8:9, 16), and that they take oil in their vessels signifies
that they have the Spirit of God filling and saturating their souls (cf. 1 Pet. 2:25;
Heb. 13:17).

§ Day 2 & Day 3

c.The word buy in Matthew 25:9 indicates that a price must be paid; having the
filling of the Holy Spirit is at a cost, such as giving up the world, dealing with self,
loving the Lord above all, and counting all things loss for Christ; if we do not pay

this price today, we will have to pay it after we are resurrected—cf. Rev. 3:18; 2
Cor. 5:10.

d.Our urgent need 1s to gain more of the Spirit as the consummation of the processed
Triune God, to live a life of buying an extra portion of the Spirit to saturate our entire
being—Matt. 25:9; cf. Dan. 5:27.

B.Every day we need to be watchful by paying the price to buy the Spirit as

the golden oil so that we may supply the churches with the Spirit for the
testimony of Jesus and be rewarded by the Lord to participate in the marriage
dinner of the Lamb—Matt. 25:9-10; Rev. 3:18; Zech. 4:6, 12-14; Judg. 9:9:

1.We need to love the Lord above all, having our eyes opened to see His supreme
preciousness—Matt. 22:37; Phil. 3:8; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6-7; 1:19.

2.We need to count all things as loss on account of Christ that we may gain Him, be
found in Him, and know Him—Phil. 3:7-10.
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3.We need to enjoy the Lord in the Word every day early in the morning to have a new
start each day—Psa. 119:147-148.

4. We need to deal with sins thoroughly—1 John 1:7, 9.

5.We need to abide in the fellowship with the Lord daily and hourly—v. 6; 2 Cor.
13:14.

6.We need to redeem our time and spend our energy to be saturated and soaked with
God's holy Word—2 Tim. 3:16-17; Col. 3:16.

7.We need to be watchful, on the alert, for our prayer life, redeeming our time to pray—
Eph. 6:18; Dan. 6:10; Col. 4:2.

8.We need to redeem the time in these evil days to be filled in spirit by speaking to one
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, by giving thanks to the Lord at all times
for all things, and by being subject to one another in the fear of Christ—Eph. 5:14-21.

9.We should not grieve the Holy Spirit of God by speaking corrupt, rotten (noxious,
offensive, or worthless) words; instead, we should speak words of grace to give grace
to those who hear—4:29-30.

10. We should not quench the Spirit; instead, we should always rejoice, unceasingly
pray, and in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for us—1
Thes. 5:16-19.

11. We need to live, act, behave, do things, and have our being according to the mingled
spirit—Rom. 8:4; 1 Cor. 6:17.

12. We need to be filled with the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, as the
supply of the Body of Christ, to live Christ for His magnification—Phil. 1:19-21a; Psa.
133; 1 Thes. 5:25.

§ Day 4

For service, for work, we need the talent, the spiritual gift,
that we may be equipped as a good slave to accomplish
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what the Lord intends to accomplish—Matt. 25:20-23; cf.
24:45-51:

A."The kingdom of the heavens is just like a man about to go abroad, who
called his own slaves and delivered to them his possessions. To one
he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability. And he went abroad"—25:14-15:

1.Slaves signify believers viewed from the aspect of service—1 Cor. 7:22-23; 2 Pet. 1:1;
Rom. 1:1.

2.His possessions signifies the church (Eph. 1:18) with all the believers, who constitute
God's household (Matt. 24:45).

3.Talents signify spiritual gifts (25:15-23; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 4:10; 2
Tim. 1:6-7); the filling of the Spirit in life enables us to use the spiritual gift in
service (work), and the spiritual gift in service matches the filling of the Spirit in
life, that we may be a perfect member of Christ.

4.The joy of your master signifies the enjoyment of the Lord in the coming kingdom
as a reward for our faithful service to Him (Matt. 25:21, 23); this refers to inward
satisfaction, not to outward position; to participate in the Lord's joy is the greatest
reward, better than the glory and position in the coming kingdom.

5.In this age we must use the Lord's gift to save people and to minister His riches to
them—v. 27.

§ Day 5

B.Our inward motive for serving the Lord is our love for Him—Exo. 21:5;
Rev. 2:4-5.

C. Our serving the Lord should always proceed out from Him as the source
of blessing, be through Him as the means and the power, and be unto Him
for His glory—Rom. 11:36; cf. Num. 18:1.
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D.We need to serve the Lord with our whole being according to the counsel
of God by coordinating with the members of the Body—Rom. 12:1-2, 11;
Acts 13:36; 1 Cor. 12:14-22.

E. We need to use the Lord's gift to build up the church by serving others
with Christ and ministering Christ as grace to them—Matt. 25:27; 1 Pet.
4:10; Col. 1:7; 4:12:
1.We need to serve as laboring priests of the gospel of God, saving sinners to offer them

to God as acceptable sacrifices and eventually present them full-grown in Christ—
Rom. 15:16; 12:1; Col. 1:28.

2.We need to supply others with Christ as their spiritual food at the proper time—Matt.
24:45:

a. We need to speak Christ to all kinds of people daily in season and out of season—Acts
5:42; 8:4; 2 Tim. 4:2.
b.We need to desperately endeavor to build up a habit of speaking in any meeting—1

Cor. 14:26, 4-5, 12, 31.

3.We need to care for people with the loving and forgiving heart of our Father God and
the shepherding and seeking spirit of our Savior Christ; love 1s the most excellent way
for us to be anything and to do anything for the building up of the Body of Christ—
John 21:15-17; 1 Cor. 12:31b; 13:4-8, 13.

§ Day 6

4.We should not mistreat our fellow believers by criticizing, judging, or exposing them;
instead, we should admonish the disorderly, console the fainthearted, the "little-souled,"
sustain those who are weak in spirit, soul, or body, or are weak in faith, and be long-
suffering toward all—Matt. 24:49; 1 Thes. 5:14.

5.Through any involvement in the world, we render the Lord's gift useless, letting it lie
waste under the cloak of certain earthly excuses—Matt. 25:18-19.

F. Our work and labor for the Lord in the gospel are not by our natural
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WEGft o, HTABIREHLEFTI KR, life and natural ability but by the Lord's resurrection life and power;

BET R RIVE A KaE BB —R T L 8, resurrection is the eternal principle in our service to God—Num. 17:8; 1
AT+ £ 10, 58, + 5 10: Cor. 15:10, 58; 16:10:

| B EdINE = — I EE - EIEINERE » DX 1.The life-giving Spirit is the reality of the Triune God, the reality of resurrection,
REBERENEE —8+/N13~ 15> =+ 22 M and the reality of the Body of Christ—John 16:13-15; 20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph.
Bit+745 T > #BPd 4 - 4:4,

2 FTERGEAEEN A > B E R A A 2.All those who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they know that
HEECAEE - NJESERY - 22 » MLEERY they cannot make it; everything that is of death belongs to us, and everything that is of
2EFHN—KR+ES MBE—8~9> 2FH 1.4~ life belongs to the Lord—Num. 17:8; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; cf. Eccl. 9:4.

3 FAFIEARE - RS 0 —EEFTA 0 W H AT 3.We must acknowledge that we are nothing, have nothing, and can do nothing; we must
gE w8z 75 > EHEECC B MR ———H come to the end of ourselves to be convinced of our utter uselessness—Exo. 2:14-15;
T4~ E 14~ 15 T T3 ~ 33 I ET S ~ 6 © 3:14-15; Luke 22:32-34; 1 Pet. 5:5-6.

A EEEEE By EE » JEFEFRMER o 4. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit lives in us, enabling us to do what we
MEEEFRMAEH S E LB RN REME R E ——PRA] could never do in ourselves—1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 1:8-9, 12; 4:7-18.

+HI10> MHE—8~9~12> U7 ~ 18-

t &AMELFHBNSEELT, BHEMEAKME G Weshould always abound in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor
ITREGETE, AR ENRR ARG F, for the Lord in His resurrection life with His resurrection power will
BRERAK LERLERZRATKIENE G never be in vain but will result in the fulfilling of God's eternal purpose—1
AT+ £ 58, Cor. 15:58.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 25:1-4 At that time the kingdom of the heavens will be likened to
ten virgins, who took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were foolish and five were prudent. For the foolish, when
they took their lamps, did not take oil with them; but the prudent took oil
in their vessels with their lamps.

Virgins signify believers viewed from the aspect of life (2 Cor. 11:2).
Believers, who are the kingdom people, are like chaste virgins. As virgins, they
bear the Lord’s testimony (the lamp) in the dark age and are going out of the
world to meet the Lord. For this they need not only the indwelling but also the
filling of the Holy Spirit.

Being a virgin is not a matter of work, service, or activity but a matter of life.
Moreover, we are not only virgins but chaste, pure virgins. Being a virgin is not
a matter of what we do or are able to do; it is absolutely a matter of what we
are...Although [ am an old man, I conduct myself like a virgin. | would never
sell my status as a virgin. Even before the enemy, I am a virgin. (Life-study of
Matthew, p. 712)

Today’s Reading

[In Matthew 25:1] lamps signify the spirit of the believers (Prov. 20:27),
which contains the Spirit of God as the oil (Rom. 8:16). The believers shine
forth the light of the Spirit of God from within their spirit. Thus, they become
the light of the world and shine as a lamp in the darkness of this age (Matt.
5:14-16; Phil. 2:15-16), bearing the testimony of the Lord for the glorification of
God. Thus, as virgins, we do not take weapons for fighting or sports equipment
for playing but lamps for testifying, shining, and enlightening.

Verse 2 of Matthew 25 says, “Five of them were foolish and five were
prudent.” Five is composed of four plus one, signifying that man (signified

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Morning Nourishment - Week 6 - Page 1



FHEHD m A (R REED , UAREREE. -
FrEMGEREATEREE Tiwm. - BBV L&,
A H R F R & R, A0 By A A L
B, BT EEWEZS, AR ATRWHNE, FEob

HEE.

ANZEEMERNEL, (EHN21, 23 ~24, )
AWERZEEMNRE, Hik, BAZ+HEZWE
ZEW AL MR, ZEFHNE LT
EEMHMHWERERH, WERNESEH. BER
W, REHMEMNEEEMMNER;, (F/\9,
16; ) Il EFEHmW, KE®MEHNE Tw. %
7 AP B R, o

RMHBEMBDLFEETFL, AR ER W,
MeEE, FTET, RUNWETLZEBEWNENFAT
. BEEBFNLE, RMEMAENHEL;, KON
£, KR ERE, cRMAVRE. B, BEAZ+ X
ENHNBEDSHERMAR. HEELE, RIOFHN
BEERMNER, SFEKRMEEL, (E/HEZ &M
FRAEBENSNEE R RBEMAR. BARMEESR
w, ERMABEFEZEI|I N, EREAELAR
KMERZEEINRMANE —H 0. REERKRMWN
wE, RUOHFEFENINEE, RMEFEHINL,
Mk, RMERE, R i2ey. masER,
KPEHEEN T MELH L, M2 EMH. KMAE
HEE, rewdsah, (£, BE#KX. RIrEEZH
RNBERNER, WEANMNEERNAE. £,
RFEMEN M, REEZENSNEE A mMRNAAL
Ao | ~BEREREG, RMFEEENTm, NE
BEOREMWEERINRMEBEENE . (BX
BEEGER, N XEN_HNE., )

2R BABTAGHERL, FATZEXTOE.

O MFEtABKEEREEERTIMK-FE 6B REEEE-FE 2 H

by four) with God (signified by one) added to him bears responsibility...All
believers bear the responsibility of being filled with the Holy Spirit. The foolish
ones were foolish because they had oil only in the lamp but not the extra
portion of oil in the vessel. In addition to the regenerating Spirit, they did not
have the infilling Spirit, the extra portion of the Holy Spirit.

Man is a vessel made for God (Rom. 9:21, 23-24), and man'’s personality is
in his soul. Hence, vessels [in Matthew 25:4] signifies the souls of the believers.
The five prudent virgins not only have oil in their lamps but also take oil in
their vessels. That they have oil in their lamps signifies that they have the Spirit
of God dwelling in their spirit (Rom. 8:9, 16), and that they take oil in their
vessels signifies that they have the Spirit of God filling and saturating their
souls.

We need to be very clear about the lamps and the vessels ...Within the lamp
is the oil, the Holy Spirit. The New Testament reveals that our spirit is the place
that the Holy Spirit indwells. According to Romans 9, we are vessels made by
God. Our being, our personality, is in our soul. Therefore, the vessel in Matthew
25:4 signifies our soul. Through regeneration we have the Holy Spirit in our
spirit. This causes our lamp to burn. But the question is whether or not we
have the extra portion of the Holy Spirit filling our soul. Although we have the
oil in our lamp, we need the extra portion of the oil in our soul. This signifies
that the Spirit must spread from within our spirit to every part of our soul.
Then in our soul we will have an extra amount of the Holy Spirit. If we have
this extra portion, we are prudent. If we do not have it, we are foolish. In other
words, if we are indifferent to the infilling of the Holy Spirit, we are foolish. If
we are wise, we will pray, “Lord, have mercy on me. I want to have Your Spirit
not only in my spirit but also in my soul. Lord, I need the infilling of the Spirit. I
need the extra portion of the Holy Spirit to fill my entire being.”...In order to be
watchful and ready, we need the infilling of the Holy Spirit, the spreading of the
Spirit Himself from our spirit to every part of our inward being. (Life-study of
Matthew, pp. 712-715)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 63—64
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:17-19 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will
of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness,
but be filled in spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and psalming with your heart to the Lord.

Matthew 25:9 says, “The prudent answered, saying, Perhaps there will
not be enough for us and for you; go rather to those who sell, and buy for
yourselves.”...We may borrow many things, but we cannot borrow the infilling
of the Holy Spirit. This is like eating. No one can eat for you.

Having the filling of the Holy Spirit is obtained at a cost, such as giving up the
world, dealing with the self, loving the Lord above all, and counting all things
loss for Christ. If we do not pay this price today, we will have to pay it after we
are resurrected. Those who do not pay the price do not have the extra portion of
the Holy Spirit. Eventually, the foolish virgins will realize that they need to love
the Lord with all their heart and soul. They will see that they need to give up the
world and deal with the self. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 716-717)

Today’s Reading

We have the Holy Spirit in our regenerated spirit, but there is a question as to
whether or not we have an extra portion of the Holy Spirit in our soul, saturating
our being. The problem was not with the lamps of the virgins. Even the lamps of the
five foolish virgins were burning. The fact that their lamps were “going out” (Matt.
25:8) proves that their lamps were lighted, having oil in them, but not having an
adequate supply. They did not have the extra portion of the oil in their vessels.

By reading the context of Matthew 25:1-13, we can see that to be watchful
is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. If we are not being filled all day long, we
are not being watchful. This is serious...As saved believers, we should be
people who are watching all the time by being filled with the Spirit. Every
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day our lamp is burning, and every day our soul, our being, is filled with the
extra portion of the Holy Spirit. This Spirit is the saturating Spirit, which
we need to allow to saturate our entire being from within our spirit to
reach and even to penetrate our soul. Then we are surely watchful persons,
getting ourselves ready for His coming back. We Christians have two kinds
of statuses before the Lord—we are virgins in life, and we are slaves for our
service to the Lord. We must be watchful in life and faithful in service to be
ready at our Lord’s return.

If we do mean business with the Lord’s present-day move, we must be filled
with the Spirit every morning of every day. We need to confess our sins, but we
also need to pay the price. The Spirit who came into our spirit was given freely,
but the saturating Spirit to fill our entire being, especially our soul, is not free.
It is something that we have to pay the price for, that we have to buy. When we
as sinners repented and confessed our sins and believed in the Lord Jesus, we
immediately got regenerated, and the Spirit was given to us freely. But daily we
need His filling, His saturating, from our spirit to penetrate our soul. We need
to pay the price...Many of us love our beds more than the Lord. In our daily life
we may love a lot of things. Even though these things may not be sinful, they
are replacements of the Lord. We may not give our first love to Him but to many
other things. Now we have to drop all these other things, which means that we
have to pay the price to get ourselves ready.

Has your being been saturated with the Spirit?...Are you living? Are you
being filled? Are you watching all day? Are you praying? Are you getting into
His Word every day and remaining in fellowship with Him? You may say that
you are tired and that you do not have the time, but you may have a lot of time
to make phone calls and to gossip. Why would you not spend ten minutes
for prayer? You may talk on the telephone for over an hour and yet not have
five minutes for prayer. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” pp. 501, 503, 505)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” ch. 7
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:30 ...Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed unto the day of redemption.

1 Thes. 5:16-19 Always rejoice, unceasingly pray, in everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench
the Spirit.

Every day in the morning you must go to the Lord, saying, “Lord, thank You
that I am here. Fill me up. Saturate me. Soak me. [ want to be soaked in You and
with You.”...It is not too much to have this kind of prayer three times a day...The
more we pray this way, the better. People may teach you that you should not eat
so much, but no one has ever taught you not to breathe too much. Your breathing
should not be reduced. Rather, you had better exercise to have more breathing
and to breathe deeply. To pray in this way is to gain the oil in your vessel. (CWWL,
1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” p. 510)

Today’s Reading

Ephesians 4:30 tells us not to grieve the Holy Spirit [who] ...is in us. We
must make Him happy. Because He has really joined us with Him as one (1
Cor. 6:17), when we are unhappy, this indicates that He is unhappy. If you
do not come to the meeting, or if you come and do not function, this makes
the Spirit unhappy. At the end of the day you may not feel so good, but
when you come to the meeting and function in it, you feel so happy. This
means that the Holy Spirit is happy within you. If you do not feel happy,
this is an indication that you have grieved Him. Why have you grieved
Him? Because you did not buy Him. You did not pay the price for Him. He
is the oil.

Sometimes we even go further not only to grieve Him but also to quench
Him [1 Thes. 5:19]. Sometimes we may tell the Lord to tolerate us for a certain
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time and not to inspire us. We may know that the Spirit is moving within us, but
we may not like it. To quench the Spirit is to reject the buying of the oil. In many
things we do not buy the Spirit, so we miss the chance to accumulate more and
more of the Spirit in our being.

Nearly the last charge in the entire New Testament is to walk according to
the spirit (Rom. 8:4), which is our human spirit mingled with God’s Holy Spirit
(cf. v. 16), our mingled spirit. To walk means “to live, to act, to behave, to do
things, to have our being.” We have to have our being according to the spirit,
and this is to buy the Spirit. Our thinking and our speaking, the expression of
our attitude, should be according to the spirit. If you are having your being
according to the spirit, this is to buy the Spirit. But to walk, to have your being
according to the spirit, needs you to pay a great price. You may need to stop
your excessive talking on the telephone and stop your further reading of the
newspaper from the first page to the next.

My burden is to fellowship with you that you may rise up to live a life of
always buying an extra portion of the oil by not wasting your time in doing
anything. If you do something, and you feel that it is a waste of time, you had
better stop doing it. Use that time to contact the Lord, to pray. This is to watch
unto prayer. To be watchful is not to let your time go, not to waste your time,
but to take every time as a chance to buy the oil. To buy the oil is the best way
to redeem our time, for the days are short.

All of us need to live such a life of buying the oil daily, even hourly. We need
to buy the oil in the way we dress, shop, talk, and live. In everything we must
be serious and consider the solemn parable given by the Lord Jesus in Matthew
25:1-13. Whether or not we will be raptured early to enter into the wedding
feast depends upon our daily buying of the Spirit from this moment. This is a
lifelong matter, not an overnight matter...The one thing that the Lord needs and
that we need is to rise up to pay the price to buy the oil all the time in all the
matters in our daily life. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” pp. 530-533)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,’ ch. 8
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 25:14-15 For the kingdom of the heavens is just like a man
about to go abroad, who called his own slaves and delivered to them
his possessions. To one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to
another one, to each according to his own ability. And he went abroad.

This parable of the talents [Matt. 25:14-30], like the parable of the ten
virgins, concerns the kingdom of the heavens. The man here signifies Christ,
who was about to go abroad, that is, into the heavens...Verse 14 says that this
man delivered his possessions to his slaves. The slaves signify believers viewed
from the aspect of service (1 Cor. 7:22-23; 2 Pet. 1:1; James 1:1; Rom. 1:1)...
The believers’ status in their relationship toward Christ is of two aspects: in life
they are the virgins living for Him; in service, in work, they are His purchased
slaves serving Him.

[ believe that the possessions delivered to the slaves include the gospel, the
truth, the believers, and the church. The believers are God’s inheritance, God’s
possession (Eph. 1:18). Matthew 24:45 indicates that the believers are also His
household. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 721-722)

Today’s Reading

In the parable of the virgins, oil signifies the Spirit of God, whereas in this
parable, talents signify spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 4:10; 2 Tim.
1:6)...The filling of the Spirit in life enables us to use the spiritual gift in service,
and the spiritual gift in service matches the filling of the Spirit in life, that we
may be a perfect member of Christ.

The believers...have a dual status. The first aspect of this dual status is
related to life, and the second aspect is related to service. No Christian should
neglect these two aspects; rather, we must pay the proper attention to both,
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becoming proper in life and in service. Regarding life, we are virgins; regarding
service, we are slaves. This means that in watchfulness we are virgins. This
relates to what we are. But in faithfulness we are slaves. This relates to what
we do.

Although we may like the term virgins, we may not like hearing that we are
slaves. Nevertheless, we are not only virgins but also slaves. To the virgins the
Lord is the Bridegroom, but to the slaves He is the Master. Thus, not only we
have a dual status, but the Lord also has a dual status. On the one hand, He is
our pleasant Bridegroom and, on the other, our strict Master. Sometimes He is
very pleasant with us, but at other times He deals with us in a strict way.

The virgins need something inward—the inward filling of the oil in the
vessel. The slaves, however, need something outward—the spiritual talent.
The infilling of the Holy Spirit is inward, but the talent, the spiritual gift, is
outward. As vessels we need the oil inwardly, and as slaves we need the talents
outwardly.

The oil that fills the vessel reaches the very bottom of the vessel. It is from
within that the renewing of our being takes place, and it is from within that
transformation transpires. The fact that we need to be renewed from within
does not mean that we do not need outward activities. The one who received
five talents traded with them diligently and gained another five talents. This
indicates that we need both the inward renewing and the outward service, the
inward growth and the outward actions. We need to be deeply impressed with
this principle. Regarding the aspect of life, we need to be renewed from within,
and regarding the aspect of service, we need to be very active outwardly.
Sometimes we may be so active outwardly that we neglect the inward
renewing. But at other times we may care so much for the inner life that we do
not work adequately. To be like this is to be an unturned cake (Hosea 7:8). On
one side we are burned to charcoal, and on the other side we are raw. Neither
side is good for eating. We need to be a turned cake. If we work too much, the
Lord will tell us to rest. But if we rest too much, the Lord will tell us to work.
(Life-study of Matthew, pp. 722, 720-721)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 65—66
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:45 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master
has set over his household to give them food at the proper time?

1 Cor. 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and
all may be encouraged.

In what way should we be faithful in the service?...In Matthew 24:45-51...
the Lord commissioned us to take care of His household. His household refers
to the believers (Eph. 2:19), who are the church (1 Tim. 3:15). The church
today is the Lord’s house and also the Lord’s household, what we refer to as the
folks ...The Lord charged us, commissioned us, to minister something to His
household, that is, to the believers in the church.

According to Matthew 24:45, what we minister is food ...At the proper
time we have to minister food, the life supply, to the Lord’s people. Do not say
that others have a gift of teaching to teach you the Word of God and minister
spiritual food to you but that you do not have such a gift ...All of the Lord’s
servants received the gift for their commission. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way
to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 514-515)

Today’s Reading

The Lord, before going to the heavens, delivered to us His church with all
the believers...He gave us two categories of things: one is His possessions,
the other is the talents. Today we have the church with all the believers as
the possession, the portion to us, to which we can give something, and we
have the talents as the spiritual gifts. You cannot say that you are not gifted.
Actually, you are much gifted. For this reason [ have always encouraged you to
function. Some may consider this merely to be my practice. They may say that
in all of Christianity they only saw the practice of good preachers speaking to
a crowd. They never saw a meeting with so many standing up to speak. Some
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have even called this a “popcorn” meeting. One after another stands up like
popcorn popping...This is altogether what we expect to have. This is not my
teaching; this is the Bible’s teaching (1 Cor. 14:24, 26, 29-32). We all have to
learn to function...Do not just be stuck to your chair...You have to jump up to
say something. For you to speak is to minister food to the Lord’s household at
the proper time.

Whoever serves food knows the proper time. If you are serving food every
day, you have to make breakfast, lunch, and dinner. To buy a cup of coffee and
a doughnut for breakfast is the lazy way. If we are like this in the spiritual
realm, we will be poor slaves to minister the life supply to the master’s folks
at the proper time. The proper time in the morning is breakfast. Also, good
wives prepare the best sandwiches for their husbands to bring to the office
for lunch at the proper time and are accustomed to preparing a big dinner for
their family.

Whenever we meet together, this is one of the proper times, the appointed
times, for you to minister the proper food to the Lord’s folks. Suppose,
however, that [ was sloppy, not reading the Word. If I did not labor adequately
in the Word and came to speak to you, I would just be ministering to you “a
cup of coffee and some doughnuts.” To cook a nourishing, good breakfast
requires your diligence. According to the context of this parable, the faithful
one is the diligent one. Faithful here equals diligent, and slothful equals
lazy. We must be diligent in seeking the Word so that we could prepare to
serve good food when we come to the meeting. The eating time is the proper
time, and the meeting time is the proper time. We have the proper time on
the Lord’s Day morning, on the Lord’s Day evening, Tuesday evening, and
Friday evening. The meeting times are the proper times when we all have to
minister some portion of the life supply to our folks, to our fellow believers,
to our possessions.

The Lord has given us the church as the object for us to serve, and He has
also given us the ability, the skill, the gift, to care for our obligation. (CWWL,
1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 515-516)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” chs. 8—9
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:48-49 But if that evil slave...begins to beat his fellow slaves and
eats and drinks with the drunken.

25:18-19 But he who had received the one went off and dug in the earth
and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them.

All of us should be those who are feeding the Lord’s people at the proper
time (Matt. 24:45) and using the Lord’s talents in full (25:20, 22)...We
should not be those beating our fellow slaves (24:49)...My only burden is to
release messages. Although I have no intention of exposing anyone, many
are exposed by the light in the messages I release. That is not my job but the
Lord’s work ...We must spend our time...to do a positive service for the Lord’s
interest. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,”
pp.- 539-540)

Today’s Reading

Furthermore, we should not be one who “eats and drinks with the drunken”
(Matt. 24:49). This is to drift away further, a further fall from beating the fellow
slaves ...The worldly people are drunk and even drugged with worldly things.
They are stupefied with the present age. To eat and drink with them is to enjoy
what they enjoy.

We should not eat and drink with the drunken, nor should we dig in the
earth and hide the Lord’s talent (25:18). The earth signifies the world, so to dig
in the earth signifies getting into the world. Any association, any involvement,
with the world, even a little worldly talk, will bury the Lord’s gift to us.

The way to be faithful is to scatter the Lord’s word, which is food to every
hungry one. The Lord’s household is composed not only of believers but also
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of sinners. Who will go to feed the hungry, sinful people? We all have to say,
“Me!” We have to go...We must do everything that we can to spread the Word of
God. Many Christians are nearly void of the truth; they have the Word of God,
but they do not care for it, nor do they realize how much is in it. In this age of
apostasy the Lord, by His mercy, has opened up His Word to us. Many of the
divine riches have been printed and published...Why do we not go out with
these riches?...This is one of the ways to feed the Lord’s people.

The Lord has given talents to all His slaves ...Everyone was required to trade,
to do business, to make money for the Lord’s kingdom. In order to do this, we
have to feed His people at the proper time. Every day is a proper time, a meal
time...There is someone ready to eat everywhere, so we need to be those using
the Lord’s talent in full. The five-talented slave made a profit of five talents, and
the two-talented slave made a profit of two talents. This indicates that they
used the Lord’s talent in full, without any loss or waste, so they both received
the same reward.

Also, by His mercy and through His grace we must do the best not to beat
the fellow slaves, the fellow believers. Do not criticize or murmur about them.
Do not speak anything negative about them, because you do not have the
time to do it. Your mouth was not made for criticizing but for speaking forth
Christ. To criticize the brothers is to beat the fellow slaves. This will cause us
to be punished. We should also not go into the world to enjoy ourselves with
the stupefied, drugged, and worldly people. We have to be the sober ones.
We should not dig into the earth to bury or hide our talent. We should have
a job to maintain our living, but we should not dig into it. We are different
from the worldly people. I encourage all my grandchildren to do their best to
get the highest education, but I do not agree that any one of them would “dig
into” their education just to become an expert. I also encouraged all the young
people in the churches to get the highest education, but do not dig a hole that
buries the talent the Lord gave you. We all need to be faithful in the Lord’s
service. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,”
pp. 540-541, 544-546)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” ch. 10
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

The day approaches; Jesus soon is coming
Hope of Glory — Preparing for Christ’s Return

1307

Cc

1. The day ap - proach -

ip
)" A

Lord, makeus rea -

By us-ing ev -

ery moment of each

dy for thecry: “Be - hold Him!”

c A7 Dm G’ c AT Dm G’
" T
)" A T T T T N I T | E— T T T T T T T N I T T T ]
4 ‘ & = 4 &
day. (C) Whende-sus comes, will we go in to meet Him? When Je-sus comes, will we from selfhave
12 c G'/D  CIE c’ F D'/F§ c/G G’ cC FIC C
N | pr——
T T T T Il T T T il |
&

——

ceased? He’s coming soon to take the wise ones with Him. Oh,letus not beleft outside the feast.

2. Lord, help us to redeem these golden moments;
Our vessels fill with ointment from above;
Help us amen each trial and tribulation;
Increase in us; make us abound in love.

He’s coming soon—these moments are so precious.
The oil is here—Oh, let us buy the more.
Amen the trials and welcome tribulations—
The kingdom’s ours through these afflictions sore.

3. Lord, ever turn us from our soulish pleasures
To gaze upon Thy tender, loving face.
Oh, keep us running forth to meet the Bridegroom
And patiently attending to the race.

When Jesus comes, will we be in His presence?
When Jesus comes, will we His face behold?
Oh, let us not return to sloth and folly,

But jealously His loving presence hold.

4. As His dear Bride, let us go forth to meet Him,
Our lamps well-trimmed, our fires burning bright,
Our vessels filled, our eyes set on His glory,

To be with Him completely satisfied.

Yes, satisfied—Christ and His Bride together.

Yes, satisfied—throughout eternity.

Oh, what a rest, what joy, what love, what favor
To be His Bride when He comes to His feast!
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Week Seven

Spiritual Warfare to Bring In the Kingdom of God
and Living in the Kingdom of the Son of God’s Love

Scripture Reading: Rev. 11:15; 12:10; 4:11; Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:26,
28; Col. 1:12-13

§ Day 1

I. The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the kingdom
of God—Matt. 6:10:

A.Spiritual warfare is necessary because Satan's will is set against God's
will—Eph. 5:17.

B. Spiritual warfare has its source in the conflict between the divine will and
the satanic will—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; Isa. 14:12-14:

1.Lucifer's pride in his high position and beauty gave rise to an evil intention, which
became the satanic will—Ezek. 28:12-19; Isa. 14:12-15.

2.Before the archangel of God rose up to contradict the divine will, there was no war in
the universe; the rebellion of Lucifer was the beginning of all the fighting that is now
taking place among nations, in society, in the family, and within individuals—cf. Rev.
12:3-11; Gal. 5:17.

C. God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creation Satan; for
this, the human will must stand with the divine will—Gen. 1:26; Matt.
26:39;12:30; 7:21.
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D.As the church, our fighting is to subdue the satanic will and defeat God's
enemy—Eph. 6:11-13.

§ Day 2

E.Spiritual warfare is the warfare between the kingdom of God and the
kingdom of Satan—Matt. 12:26, 28:
1. The kingdom of God is versus the kingdom of Satan—vv. 26, 28:

a. God's kingdom 1s eternal, both in time and in space; Satan's kingdom 1s not eternal.

b.God's kingdom is legal, whereas Satan's kingdom is not legal, for it was established by
rebellion against God.

2.The kingdom of God will not come automatically; in order for the kingdom of God to
come, there 1s the need of spiritual fighting—vv. 22-29.

3.The responsibility of the church is to continue the victorious work that Christ has
carried out against Satan—Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8b; Col. 2:15; Psa. 149:5-9.

4.The kingdom of God is the exercise of the divine will and the overthrowing of the
power of Satan by the power of God—Matt. 6:10.

5.Whenever the devil has been cast out and wherever the work of the enemy has been
displaced by God's power, the kingdom of God 1s there—12:28.

F. "Your people will offer themselves willingly / In the day of Your warfare,
/ In the splendor of their consecration”"—Psa. 110:3a:

1.In a spiritual sense, we are now in the day of Christ's warfare, and for Him we need to
be a voluntary offering, a freewill offering—Lev. 22:18; Deut. 12:6.

2.In order to engage in spiritual warfare to defeat God's enemy and bring in the kingdom
of God, we need an absolute and thorough consecration to the Lord; in the eyes of God,
such a consecration 1s a matter of splendor—Psa. 110:3a.

§ Day 3
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II. The Father has "delivered us out of the authority of
darkness” and has "transferred us into the kingdom of the
Son of His love"—Col. 1:12-13:

A.The authority of darkness denotes the authority of Satan; God is light, and
Satan is darkness:

1.Satan's authority of darkness is the authority of evil in the heavenlies, in the air—
Eph. 6:12.

2.The authority of evil, of rebellion, in the heavenlies is the kingdom of Satan, the
authority of darkness—Matt. 12:26.

3.To be delivered out of the authority of darkness is to be delivered from the devil, who
has the might of death—Heb. 2:14; John 17:15.

4. We have been delivered from the devil, Satan, by the death of Christ and by the life of
Christ in resurrection—Col. 2:15; John 5:24.

B. The Father has "transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love"—
Col. 1:13:

1.The kingdom of the Son of God's love is the authority of Christ—Rev. 11:15; 12:10.

2.The Son of God 1s the embodiment and expression of the divine life; therefore, the
kingdom 1s of the Son as a realm of life—1 John 5:11-12:

a. To be transferred into the kingdom of the Son of the Father's love 1s to be transferred
into the Son, who is life to us—Col. 3:4.

b.The Son as resurrection is now the life-giving Spirit, and He rules us in His resurrection
life with His love—1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 15:45b.

c. When we live by the Son as our life in resurrection, we are living in His kingdom,
enjoying Him in the Father's love—John 6:57.

3.The fact that we have been transferred into the kingdom of the Son of God's love
indicates that this realm of life is in love, not in fear—Col. 1:13:
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a. The kingdom in which we find ourselves today is a realm full of life, light, and love—
1 John 1:1-2, 5, 7; 4:8, 16.

b.The Son as the object of the divine love becomes to us the embodiment of the divine
life 1n the divine love with the authority of resurrection; this is the kingdom of the Son
of God's love—Col. 1:13.

c. The Father has transferred us into a realm where we are ruled in love with life:

(1)Here, under the heavenly ruling and restriction, we have genuine
freedom in love, with life, and under light—Matt. 7:13-14.

(2)Here in this kingdom we enjoy Christ and have the church life—Col.
1:12; 4:15-16.

§ Day 4
C. The kingdom of the Son of God's love is a crucial aspect of God's will—1:9;
4:12:

1.God 1s a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He created all
things for His will so that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose—Rev. 4:11;
Eph. 3:9-11.

2.The Father's eternal will is to build up the church upon Christ the Son as the rock—
Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16.

3.The will of God is to obtain a Body for Christ to be His fullness, His expression—
Rom. 12:2-5; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11, 22-23.

4.The kingdom 1s absolutely a matter of God's will and completely fulfills His will; in
fact, the kingdom 1s God's will—Matt. 6:10.

5.As the kingdom people, those who are living in the kingdom of the Son of God's love,
we are here on earth to do the Father's will—7:21; 12:50.

§ Day 5
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D.In the kingdom of the Son of God's love, there is only one person—the all-
inclusive Christ—and one way—the cross—Col. 2:9, 14-15:

1.The one person, Christ, 1s the center, the focal point, of the universe—1:15-17.

2.God's intention 1S not to give us many items; He intends to give us one person, the all-
inclusive Christ—2:10.

3.The cross 1s the center of God's government—vv. 14-15:
a. By the cross God has dealt with all the negative things in the universe.

b.God governs everything by the cross and deals with everything by the cross.

§ Day 6

E.In the kingdom of the Son of God's love, Christ has the first place, the
preeminence, in all things—1:18:

1.Both in the old creation and in the new creation, in the universe and in the church,
Christ 1s the first and occupies the first place of preeminence.

2.If we see the vision of the preeminence of Christ, our Christian life and our
church life will be revolutionized, for we will realize that in all things Christ must
be first:

a. To give the Lord the first place in all things is to love Him with the first love, the best
love—Rev. 2:4.

b.In order to give Christ the preeminence, we must be willing to be adjusted, to be
broken, and to be made nothing so that He can have a way in us, through us, and
among us for the building up of His organic Body.

3.1n the kingdom of the Son of God's love, we experience and enjoy Christ in His all-
inclusiveness—Col. 1:12, 27; 2:9, 16-17; 3:1, 4, 11:

a. Christ 1s the embodiment of the Triune God, the One in whom all the fullness of the
Godhead dwells bodily—2:9.
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b EBEIRMFIFT 50y 57 - FRAMAY =R — — T EERY B b.Christ is our allotted portion, our good land—the divine inheritance for our
¥ RIS —— 12 enjoyment—1:12.
c REEFHTVIEESEYNERE ———16 ~ 17 ¢ c. Christ 1s the reality of every positive thing in the universe—2:16-17.

d BRI A SR —fr——=1- d.Christ is the One sitting at the right hand of God—3:1.

e FEMEEIIE=m o B T M EANInE —— 27 - e. Christ dwells in us as our hope of glory—1:27.

f A SR Eag——=4 - f. Christ is our life—3:4.

g BB AAURER A 5 ——10 ~ 11 6 - g.Christ is the constituent of the one new man—vv. 10-11.
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WEEK 7 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also
on earth.

Eph. 6:11-12 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to
stand against the stratagems of the devil, for our wrestling is not against
blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenlies.

In 1928 Brother Nee held his first overcomer conference on spiritual
warfare...Brother Nee pointed out that in the universe there are three wills:
the divine will, the satanic will, and the human will. If we would know how
the church can be God’s warrior to engage in spiritual warfare, we must know
these three wills, these three intentions. God’s will, being self-existing, is
eternal, uncreated. As created beings, the angels also have a will. One of these
angels, an archangel, was appointed by God to rule the universe that existed
before the creation of Adam. Because of his high position and his beauty,
this archangel became proud. This pride gave rise to an evil intention, which
became the satanic will. Therefore, in addition to God’s intention, God’s will,
there is a second intention, a second will, for now the satanic will is set against
God’s will. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 515)

Today’s Reading

All warfare has its source in this conflict of wills. Before the satanic will
rose up to contradict the divine will, there was no war in the universe. The
controversy in the universe began with the rebellion of the archangel against
God. That rebellion was the beginning of all the fighting that is now taking
place among nations, in society, in the family, and in individuals. Throughout
history there have been wars between nations, groups, persons, and even
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within individuals. For example, you may experience an inner warfare between
your reason and your lust. All the different kinds of warfare have their source
in the controversy between the divine will and the satanic will.

We do not know how much time elapsed between the rebellion of Satan and
the creation of Adam. We simply know that at a particular time, God created
man and endowed him with a human will that was free. It is because of God’s
greatness that He gave man a free will ...By giving man a free will, God was
indicating that He would not force man to obey Him. When [ was young, I
thought that God was not wise in creating man with a free will. If I had been
God, I would have made it impossible for man to have had a choice...But in His
greatness God gave man freedom of choice.

In Genesis 2 we see that man was free to exercise his will to eat either of
the tree of life or of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. These two
trees represent the divine will and the satanic will, respectively. Hence, in the
garden there was a triangular situation, with the tree of life representing the
divine will, the tree of knowledge representing the satanic will, and Adam
representing the human will. Actually, the tree of life denotes God Himself, and
the tree of knowledge denotes Satan. Therefore, there were three persons—
God, Satan, and man—each one with a will.

Although there were three wills, the controversy involved just two
parties—God and Satan. The crucial issue was whether man would choose the
divine will or the satanic will ...As we all know, the human will took sides with
the satanic will. This means that man chose to follow Satan and sided with the
satanic will. Therefore, Satan was victorious temporarily. However, through
repentance man can turn from the satanic will to the divine will, from Satan’s
side to God’s side.

God’s enemy must be defeated. For this, the church must be a warrior...
Therefore, ...we fight to subdue the satanic will ...Our fighting is for the defeat
of God’s enemy. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 515-517)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 33; CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” chs. 8—9
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WEEK 7 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.
How then will his kingdom stand?

28 But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the kingdom
of God has come upon you.

John 14:30 | will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the
world is coming, and in Me he has nothing.

Today the church is a model of God’s reign...It is through the church that
God will bind Satan and destroy his power. Thus, His name will be honored
in the whole earth, His kingdom set up, and His will done. This is the
commission of the church. This also is the purpose of the church’s spiritual
warfare.

In the universe there is the kingdom of God, and there is also the kingdom
of Satan. The spiritual warfare we are speaking of is the warfare between these
two kingdomes.

God’s kingdom is eternal, both in time and in space. Since God Himself
is from eternity to eternity, so also is His kingdom from eternity to eternity.
Furthermore, since God Himself is in light, so also is God’s kingdom in light.
Satan’s kingdom is not eternal. As to time, it is limited in time; as to space, it is
limited to the air and the earth. Furthermore, Satan’s kingdom is in darkness,
the exact opposite of the kingdom of God.

In addition, there is still another great difference: God’s kingdom is
legal, whereas the kingdom of Satan is illegal. The whole universe was
created by God and belongs to Him; hence, God has the legal right to reign.
On the contrary, Satan’s kingdom was established by rebellion against
God; hence, it is entirely illegal. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of
Life,” pp. 519-520)
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Today’s Reading

The kingdom of Satan...[is] organized altogether into a system through
which Satan usurps the air and the earth to the end that he may overthrow
God’s authority and set up his own kingdom. Therefore, this kingdom,
organized by Satan’s rebellious force, is absolutely illegal.

At the beginning of the dispensation of the New Testament,...the Lord Jesus
came forth to His ministry and declared, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens
has drawn near” What the Lord meant was that before this it was the kingdom of
earth, the kingdom of Satan, wherein Satan ruled, that held sway; but now it is the
kingdom of the heavens, the kingdom of God, coming upon this earth to reign. Later,
He taught the disciples to pray, “Let thy kingdom come.” The full accomplishment
of this matter will be seen at the sound of the seventh trumpet in the future (Rev.
11:15). Then the kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of God and Christ.
Thus, God’s kingdom will practically and completely come upon the earth.

[Now] is the time for the people of God to fight for Him on the earth. From
the time the Lord Jesus came forth to minister, until the time of His second
coming, all the works that the people of God are doing for Him are instances
of spiritual warfare. God’s desire is to rescue, through those who belong to
Him, the people who were captured by Satan, and to recover the earth, which
was usurped by Satan. This...is, according to what the Lord has shown us in
Matthew 12, the warfare between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of
Satan. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” pp. 521-522)

Many Christians do not know the true significance of the preaching of the gospel.
The Bible says that we must repent for the kingdom (Matt. 4:17). The kingdom of
God is actually the exercise of the divine will. When sinners repent for the kingdom
of God, they turn from the side of Satan to the side of God, which is the kingdom of
God, the will of God. After a person turns from the satanic will to the divine will, he
must believe in the Lord Jesus and be baptized. Through baptism he is brought out
of the authority of darkness, the satanic will, and is transferred into the kingdom of
the Son of God'’s love (Col. 1:13). (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 516-517)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 4; CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What
the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” ch. 7
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WEEK 7 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:13 Who delivered us out of the authority of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.

Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He
also Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He
might destroy him who has the might of death, that is, the deuvil.

The authority of darkness denotes the authority of Satan. God is light, and
Satan is darkness. God has delivered us out of Satan’s authority of darkness
into God’s marvelous light. Darkness is Satan as death, but light is God as
life. To be delivered out of the authority of darkness is to be delivered from
the devil, who has the might of death (Heb. 2:14; John 17:15). We have been
delivered from the devil, Satan, by the death of Christ (Col. 2:14-15) and by
the life of Christ in resurrection (John 5:24). (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 2581-2582)

Today’s Reading

We have not only been delivered out of the authority of darkness but also
transferred into the kingdom of the Son of God'’s love. The kingdom of the Son
is the authority of Christ (Rev. 11:15; 12:10).

According to the New Testament, the Son of God is the expression of the divine
life and its embodiment. This means that the kingdom of the Son is a realm of life.
The fact that the kingdom into which we have been transferred is the kingdom
of the Son of God’s love indicates that this realm of life is in love, not in fear. The
kingdom in which we find ourselves today is a realm full of life, light, and love.

The Son of the Father is the expression of the Father as the source of life (John
1:18, 4; 1 John 1:2). The Father as the source of life is expressed in the Son. The
Son of the Father’s love is the object of the Father’s love to be the embodiment
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of life to us in the divine love with the authority in resurrection. The Son, as the
embodiment of the divine life, is the object of the Father’s love. The divine life
embodied in the Son is given to us in the divine love. Therefore, the object of
the divine love becomes to us the embodiment of life in the divine love with the
authority in resurrection. This is the kingdom of the Son of His love.

To be transferred into the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love is to be
transferred into the Son who is life to us (1 John 5:12). The Son in resurrection
(1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 6:4-5) is now the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). He rules us
in His resurrection life with love. This is the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s
love. When we live by the Son as our life in resurrection, we are living in His
kingdom, enjoying Him in the Father’s love.

We have been transferred into a realm where we are ruled in love with life.
Here, under the heavenly ruling and restriction, we have genuine freedom, the
proper freedom in love, with life, and under light. This is what it means to be
delivered out of the authority of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of
the Son of the Father’s love. Here in this kingdom we enjoy Christ and have the
church life.

The words the Son of God are a delight to the Father’s ears. When the Lord
Jesus was baptized, the Father declared, “This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom |
have found My delight” (Matt. 3:17). When the Lord was transfigured, the Father
made the same declaration (Matt. 17:5). Because the Father delights in His Son,
the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love is a pleasant thing, a matter of delight.
This is the reason it comprises only three sections—the section of the church life,
the section of the heavenly part of the kingdom of the heavens in the millennium,
and the new heaven and the new earth with the New Jerusalem as the
consummation of the church and the kingdom. In each of these three sections the
kingdom of the Son of God’s love is a matter of delight. The Father, by His mercy
and grace, has transferred us out of the darkness of Satan into this pleasant part
of the kingdom. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2582-2583)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 244
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WEEK 7 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 4:11 ...You have created all things, and because of Your will they
were, and were created.

Rom. 12:2 ...Be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members
one of another.

The basis of God’s work in creation was God’s will and plan (Eph. 1:10-11).
Revelation 4:11 says that all things were created according to God’s will. God is
a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure. He created all things for His
will that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose...According to [His] will
and plan, He created all things so that He may have the church. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 2056)

The will of God [as a] seed is sown by the Lord Jesus in Matthew 7:21 and
is developed in Romans 12:2 ...According to the context of Romans 12, it is
clear that the will of God is to have the Body life, the church, or we may say
the kingdom. The kingdom is the will of God, and the church is the kingdom.
(CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” pp. 392-393)

Today’s Reading

If we live in the reality of the kingdom of the heavens, we shall do the will of
the Father who is in heaven. We are not for anything other than doing the will
of the Father. We are here for the accomplishment of the Father’s will. In order
to do the will of the Father, we need to walk in the constricted way, the way that
leads to life. Our Father has a will to accomplish, but we can accomplish it only
by His life. Therefore, we need to live in the life of the heavenly Father and by
His life. This kind of living is for doing the Father’s will.
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In chapter 16 of Matthew we see that the Father’s will is to build the church upon
the Son as the rock. This is fully developed in the Acts, the Epistles, and the book of
Revelation. The New Testament reveals that the Father’s divine, eternal will is to build
up the church. Those believers who live in the reality of the kingdom of the heavens,
corporately experiencing the dispensing of the Divine Trinity, will take the way which
leads to life and will take the words of Christ as the ground for their living and work
to do the will of the Father to build up the church for the corporate expression of the
Triune God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1725-1726)

If the Lord’s throne is in us and the Lord is reigning on the throne, then from
the throne of God and of the Lamb the water of life will flow...Out of the throne
proceeds a river of water of life (Rev. 22:1). We need to see that once the throne
is set up in us, life will flow, and this flow will become our inward supply, our
inward strength. We will then be satisfied, strengthened, enlightened, and
enriched. When Christ reigns in us, His will, will be done, and His glory will be
expressed. As a result, He will be exalted not only in heaven but also in us. He
will obtain His kingdom not only on the throne in heaven but also in us. We will
be His kingdom, and we will have His rule in us. We will be in His life and will
live in His kingdom.

When this is our experience, we will be in His glory, and this will bring in
His kingdom, His reigning, and will bring Him down from heaven. He will come
back to the earth with His glory, authority, and kingdom to openly establish His
kingdom. He will take us, those who allow Him to reign, as the base for Him
to establish His kingdom. Before He establishes His kingdom on the earth, He
must first establish His kingdom in us.

Today the Lord as the Spirit has entered into us to establish His throne in
us and become our King, and we must submit to His authority, acknowledge
Him as our King, and receive His ruling. If we live in such a condition, from
the throne within us will flow the living water, the water of life, which will
supply the need of others. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the
Believers,” p. 438)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the
Believers,” chs. 1—3
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WEEK 7 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:14-15 Wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was
against us, which was contrary to us; and He has taken it out of the way,
nailing it to the cross. Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He
made a display of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

20 If you died with Christ from the elements of the world, why, as living
in the world, do you subject yourselves to ordinances?

We can say that the general subject of the New Testament is Christ; the
entire New Testament concerns Christ. From Christ three great items are
produced: the cross, the church, and the kingdom ...Christ accomplished the
work of the cross, the cross produced the church, and the church brought in
the kingdom. In the full manifestation of the kingdom, the will of God will have
been done in the universe, and His name will have been sanctified on earth
(Matt. 6:9-10). At that time all of God’s plan will have been fulfilled. (CWWL,
1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” p. 402)

Today’s Reading

In His economy God gives us one person and one way. The one person is
the preeminent, all-inclusive Christ, and the one way is the cross. As the all-
inclusive One, Christ is everything to us. He is God, man, and the reality of
every positive thing in the universe. God has given us this marvelous person
to be our salvation. The one person, Christ, is the center of the universe;
and the one way, the cross, is the center of God’s government. God governs
everything by the cross and deals with everything by the cross. Therefore,
just as Christ is the focal point of the universe, so the cross is the center of
God’s government.

Christ should not be replaced by ordinances, observances, mysticism, or
philosophy. Christ is everything and must not be replaced by anything.
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Colossians makes it clear that the all-inclusive Christ is everything to us.
God’s intention is not to give us thousands of items; it is simply to give us one
person, the all-inclusive Christ.

Paul ...shows us that the cross is God’s unique way. God’s way is not
asceticism. It is not to humble ourselves, to abase ourselves, or to treat
ourselves severely. The one way is the way of the cross. By the cross God has
dealt with all the negative things in the universe. Furthermore, God is still
governing everything through the cross. Therefore, we have one person and
one way; that is, we have Christ and the cross.

As we drive, we come to many intersections. Have you realized that every
intersection is a cross?...By passing through many crosses, ...we get to our
destination ...We [also] cannot progress spiritually without passing through the
cross. Only when we arrive at the New Jerusalem will we cease to pass through
the cross, for by that time all the negative things will have been eliminated.
Until we come to the New Jerusalem, we need to pass through the cross day by
day in our walk with the Lord.

At bedtime we need to apply the cross to every problem and to every
negative, natural, or sinful thing. We may pray, “Lord, | want all these things
to pass through the cross. [ do not want to go to sleep with any natural, sinful,
negative, or worldly element that has not been dealt with. When I go to bed,
Lord, I want to be a person who has been crossed out.”

Paul could write such a word because he had seen a clear vision of the all-
inclusive Christ as the one person and of the cross as the one way in God’s
administration. Therefore, he did not care for regulations about handling,
tasting, or touching. He would not be occupied with ordinances. He knew that
all material things perish when used and eventually come to nothing. Paul
realized that the believers in Colossae needed to see a great vision of the all-
inclusive Christ and of the cross as God’s way in His administration. We also
need a clear view of Christ and the cross. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 211-212,
215-217)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the
Believers,” chs. 4—6

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2024) - Morning Nourishment - Week 7 - Page 10



% i mif 55
REES

B — 15 [ F T RIRARRA LZIAVIE, £ —wW
RIEZ e E Ak, ]

18 [ R B & FR2a938,; M2 TIE, BMRT
AP ECOAEEE, FHTALEER P EEHIL. |

EAEEMEEMNRCEERE, THNFORE
K. FEOEERNEERET AN, ELFLE
B, AEAWAEfHE Y, EEHEEM. (—
15, 18, ) - EEFEFEFEEM, EEEH, #E
ERERME — (L, MERERBE S, HEL —
fr. EREER, MABENFHFIHRENE & F,
HMEE L. FHIRBEFANRE, HEWFE
AEEEH SR, UTmWEZBEEE. ~HELF L

MEF—fL, (FEBZLGEL, WN\E. )
A g SPE AzE
BE =

=R 1=]

PEW—F+LER, TEARFR-THEH, £X
FEMRE. | EHIRNZRAREERE? #FLA
CELR, EEMENCIN. BEATRELSEAHE,
ERBEAMNAEAR THBE] K [wEy] 585K
WEBimiEkt. WAR, —THWEmEHR, REEE
EEEFRE. cEEFHFFA —EREYEER, &
CHBEAREEEEEN., AEEAWEERT.

AR, TR RN E, TR
YEMUE, THEZEZNT, REBEE, HE
EXRAEH VPR, HEEEEERE. — %S
2y, DREEEE, HOCH TS E 2
LR, BREEE, £ERIL. BREFHERY.

o MFE+HAEREERBERTIIR-F7E REEZEE-F 11 B8

WEEK 7 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all
creation.

18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the
Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things.

Christ is the preeminent and all-inclusive One, the centrality and universality
of God...Colossians reveals that Christ is preeminent, that He has the first place
in everything, both in the first creation and in the new creation...[1:15, 18]...
For Christ to be preeminent in the new creation means that He is the first in
resurrection. He is the first both in creation and in resurrection. This means
that He is the first in the old creation, the universe, and in the new creation,
the church. The universe is the environment in which the church exists as the
Body of Christ to express Christ in full...He is first in everything. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 41)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 1:19 says, “For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.” What
is the fullness spoken of in this verse? Many would answer that it is the fullness
of the Godhead. Although this is correct, here Paul does not modify the word
fullness by a phrase such as of the Godhead or of God. He simply says that all
the fullness was pleased, was happy, to dwell in Christ. There is something in
this universe known as the fullness, and this fullness is pleased to dwell in the
preeminent, all-inclusive Christ.

In 1:19 fullness does not denote the riches of what God is, but the expression
of those riches. All the expression of the rich being of God, both in creation and
in the church, dwells in Christ. All creation and all the church are filled with
Christ as such an expression of God’s riches. Such a fullness is pleased with this.
This is pleasant to Christ.
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Many of the personal pronouns in the verses following 1:19 refer to the
fullness as a person. This indicates that the fullness is the expression of God,
even God Himself. In this fullness the Son is preeminent, for all the fullness
is pleased to dwell in Him. Therefore, He must have the first place in the
environment and in the church. He is the preeminent One.

He is also the all-inclusive One. Christ is the reality of all the positive things
in the universe. If we know the Bible and God’s economy, we will realize that
Christ is the heavens, the earth, the sun, life, light, the star, trees, flowers, water,
air, and food. The material things are pictures of what He is to us. Furthermore,
Christ is all the divine attributes, such as power, holiness, righteousness,
kindness, and love. He is also the human virtues such as humility and patience.
Moreover, He is the church and every member of the church, God’s building and
every stone in the building. This means that Christ is you and me.

Some twist our words and falsely accuse us of teaching pantheism.
Pantheism is the satanic belief that identifies God with the universe. This
is devilish, and we repudiate it without reservation. But according to the
revelation of the Bible, we must testify that Christ, the all-inclusive One, is the
reality of all positive things. When we say that Christ is you and me, we do not
mean that we are God or that we will ever become God. Likewise, when we say
that Christ is the real food (see John 6:55), we do not mean that physical food is
God. Such a concept is not only absurd but also satanic.

As the all-inclusive One, Christ is the centrality and universality of God
...He is the hub and also the rim. In other words, Christ is all. Again I say
that this is not pantheism. Christ truly is the center and the circumference,
the centrality and universality of God’s economy. In God’s economy Christ
is everything. The saints in Colossae were wrong in turning to religion and
philosophy. Such things are against God’s economy, where there is room
only for Christ, the One who is all and in all. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.
41-43)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 5; CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” chs. 1—3, 50
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

The essence of the Kingdom is
The Kingdom — Its Reality

< z
1. The es - sence of the King - dom is A life that’'s un - der heav - en’s
A Em B/Df Em D D'/F} G D/Ff A/E G/D A/CE G D/A A" D
Il Il

rule, A life whose na - ture is di - vine With Christ ex - pe - ri - enced in full

2. Such is this life: in spirit poor,
With heart repentant, mourning, meek,
Which is to others merciful
And purely God Himself doth seek;

6. 'Tis strict with self, with others kind,
And always dealing with the Lord;
It ever does the Father’s will
And acts according to His word.

3. As sons of God the peace to make,
For righteousness €’en suffering pain;
Reviled and hurt for Jesus’ sake,
Exceeding joyfulness to gain;

7. To Satan it does not give ground,
Nor to the world, or self, or sin,
But seeks beneath the heaven’s rule
God’s full authority to win.

4. As salt to kill corruption rife,
In darkness shining as the light,
In heart and action right and true,
In perfect love to claim no right.

8. 'Tis such a life which subjugates
All things with pow’r to God’s behest;
The time it hastens when the Lord
Will here His kingdom manifest.

5. This life self-glory doth renounce
And ever for God’s kingdom prays;
It trusts in God for every need
And seeks His kingdom first always.
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Week Eight

Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom
and Discipling the Nations

Scripture Reading: Matt. 12:28; 24:14; 28:18-20; Mark 4:26-
29;Luke 17:21; Rev. 6:1-2; 14:4

§ Day 1

I. We need to follow the Lamb wherever He may go (Rev. 14:4) to

preach the gospel of the kingdom to the whole inhabited earth
for the propagation and development of the seed, the gene, of
the kingdom to consummate this age—Matt. 24:14; Mark 4:26:

A.The kingdom of God is Christ Himself—Luke 17:21; Matt. 12:28:

1.The Triune God in humanity (Col. 2:9) 1s the seed, the gene, of the kingdom of
God to be sown into God's chosen people so that He might grow in them, live in

them, and be expressed from within them to develop into God's ruling realm (Mark
4:26-29; 1 Cor. 3:6-9).

2.The 1ntrinsic element of the entire teaching of the New Testament 1s that the Triune
God has been 1ncarnated 1n order to be sown into His chosen people and develop within
them into a kingdom.

§ Day 2
3.God's goal 1s the full development of the kingdom of God:

a.In the Gospels we have the sowing of the seed, the gene, of the kingdom—Mark 4:3,
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14; Matt. 9:35.

b.In the Acts we have the propagation and spreading of this sowing by thousands
of sowers who have received the seed, the gene, of the kingdom—6:7; 12:24;
19:20.

c.In the Epistles we see the growing of the seed, the gene, of the kingdom—1 Cor. 3:6,
Ob; 2 Pet. 1:3-11.

d.The harvest of this seed 1s found in the book of Revelation with the reaping of the first-
fruits and the harvest—14:4, 15-16; Mark 4:29; Matt. 13:39.

e. The millennial kingdom will be the full development of the seed, the gene, of the
kingdom with the Son as the King and all the overcomers as His co-kings, the
"kingdom-gene people"—Rev. 20:4, 6.

f. The New Jerusalem, God's eternal kingdom, is the fullest development of the
kingdom seed, the gene, sown by Jesus the Nazarene in the four Gospels—Rev.
21:2; 22:1, 3, 5b.

§ Day 3

B.In His kingly ministry for the establishing of His heavenly kingdom in the
stage of His incarnation, the Lord Jesus considered Himself a Physician, a
Shepherd, and the Lord of the harvest—Matt. 9:11-13, 35-38:

1.He came to minister as a Physician, to heal, recover, enliven, and save people that
they might be reconstituted to be His new and heavenly citizens, with whom He could
establish His heavenly kingdom on this corrupted earth—vv. 11-13.

2.He was moved with compassion for the people, because they were harassed and cast
away like sheep not having a shepherd; He saw that they were afflicted, in anguish, and

n a distressed condition in which they were homeless, wandering from place to place,
and helpless—vv. 35-36.

3.The King of the heavenly kingdom considered Himself not only the Shepherd of the
sheep but also the Lord of the harvest, the One who owns the crop; because the harvest
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1s great but the workers few, we must beseech the Lord of the harvest that He would
thrust out workers into His harvest—vv. 37-38; cf. 1 Cor. 3:6-9.

§ Day 4

C. In His kingly ministry for the establishing of His heavenly kingdom in the
stage of His incarnation, the Son as the center of the Divine Trinity was
altogether not by Himself, for Himself, or to Himself; whatever He did was
by the Spirit of God and for the kingdom of God the Father—Matt. 12:28:

1.This move of the Divine Trinity with the divine coordination shows us the harmony,
beauty, and excellency in the Divine Trinity and is an excellent and beautiful pattern
that the Head has set up for our coordination as members of His Body; today in the
church life, the Body of Christ has not been built up adequately because of a shortage
of the proper coordination.

2.What we do should not be done merely by ourselves but by some others;
furthermore, what we do should not be for ourselves but for the interest, the right, of
God on this earth.

§ Day 5

D.The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole inhabited earth
for a testimony to all the nations before the end of this age (24:14); this
preaching, signified by the white horse of the first seal in Revelation 6:1-2,
will be a sign of the consummation of this age:

1.God's unique purpose in this age is to have the gospel preached so that the church as
the Body of Christ might be built up to consummate the New Jerusalem—Eph. 3:8-11;
Rom. 1:1.

2.The overcomers who preach the gospel of the glory of Christ become the riders of the
white horse—Rev. 6:2; 19:11, 13-14.

§ Day 6
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II. The heavenly King sent His disciples with His authority to
disciple all the nations, making them the kingdom people
for the establishing of His kingdom, which is the church
today on this earth—Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 14:17:

A.To disciple the nations is to baptize them into the death of Christ (6:3-4),
into Christ Himself (Gal. 3:27), into the Triune God (Matt. 28:19), and into
the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13):

1.The water, signifying the death of Christ with His burial, may be considered a tomb in
which the baptized ones' old history 1s ended.

2.5ince the death of Christ is included in Christ, and since Christ is the very
embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9) and the Triune God is one with the Body
of Christ, to baptize new believers is to terminate their old life and to germinate
them with new life, the eternal life of the Triune God, for the Body of Christ;
this is to baptize people out of their life into the Body life for the kingdom of the
heavens.

B. To disciple the nations is to teach them the divine truths in the divine and
mystical realm so that they may learn Christ as the reality is in Jesus—
Matt. 28:20; Eph. 4:20-21:

1.We are being discipled from being a natural man to being a God-man, living the divine
life by denying our natural life according to the model of Christ as the first God-man—
Matt. 11:28-30.

2.All the divine and mystical teachings of Christ are not only His unveiling and
enlightening but also His nourishing to us for our growth and maturity in His divine
life so that the eternal economy of God may be consummated through us—Eph.
4:15-16.
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WEEK 8 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Mark 1:15 ...The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has drawn near.
Repent and believe in the gospel.

4:26 And He said, So is the kingdom of God: as if a man cast seed on the
earth.

In Mark 4 we have the seed of the gospel, or the gospel as a seed. According
to 4:3, as the Lord was teaching, He was sowing. This sowing was the Slave-
Savior’s proclaiming of the gospel of God, which brought in the kingdom of God
(1:14-15). It was, as in 4:26, the sowing of this seed of life in the word spoken
by the Slave-Savior. This indicates that His gospel service was to sow the divine
life into the people whom He served. The growth of this life depends on the
condition of the ones served, and its issue differs according to their various
conditions, as portrayed in the parable of the sower (vv. 1-20).

The Lord Jesus sowed the seed into the human heart. In Mark 4 and
Matthew 13 the human heart is likened to soil. Our heart is the field, the soil,
into which the Lord Jesus has sown Himself as the seed of life, which is the seed
of the gospel. In the parable of the sower, the Lord Jesus is both the Sower and
the seed sown. As the Sower, the Lord sows Himself as the seed of life through
His word. (Life-study of Mark, p. 122)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord sowed the seed of the kingdom of God, He sowed Himself
into His disciples. Then this seed of the kingdom passed through a process of
development within the disciples for three and a half years. As a result, when the
day of Pentecost came, the kingdom of God was present with the disciples. The time
from the Lord’s coming forth to proclaim the gospel until the day of Pentecost was
less than four years. That was a period of time for the seed sown into the “earth” to
grow. The seed continued to grow and develop until the day of Pentecost, when the
kingdom was clearly present with Peter and the one hundred twenty.
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The kingdom of God is very different from the kingdom of man. The kingdom
of man is a matter of organization. The kingdom of God is not a matter of
organization; rather, the kingdom of God is absolutely a matter of life. What is
the kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is actually the God-man, Jesus Christ,
sown as a seed into His believers. After this seed has been sown into them, it
will grow in them and eventually develop into a kingdom ...This kingdom will
bring us to the destination so that God’s goal may be reached ...This goal is the
full development of the kingdom of God.

In order to make this matter clear, I would like to borrow a term from
biology. This term is the word gene. The Triune God in humanity sown into
our being is the gene of the kingdom. We know that without human genes it is
impossible to have human life. Our birth, our being, and our existence all came
from a gene. Now we must see that the Triune God in humanity has been sown
into us to be the gene of the kingdom. Praise the Lord that this gene is within
us! Eventually, the kingdom will issue from this gene. First, the kingdom is the
issue of the gospel, and then it is the goal of the gospel. Between the issue and
the goal we have the church. Do you know what the church is? The church is
the continuation of the issue of the gene of the kingdom.

The One who has been sown into us is the gene of the kingdom, the
Triune God in humanity. This wonderful One is our God, Lord, Savior,
Redeemer, Master, and life. Day by day the seed of the kingdom is growing
and developing within us...We may forget many things, but we should all
remember the gene that is within us. The Triune God in humanity has been
sown into us as a seed of life to grow, develop, and issue in the kingdom. The
kingdom, then, is the issue of the gospel and will be the goal of the gospel.
Between the issue and goal we have the church life as the continuation of the
issue of the marvelous gene that is within us. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 123-
124,126-128)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msg. 14
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WEEK 8 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Mark 4:26 And He said, So is the kingdom of God: as if a man cast seed
on the earth.

28-29 The earth bears fruit by itself: first a blade, then an ear, then full
grain in the ear. But when the fruit is ripe, immediately he sends forth the
sickle, because the harvest has come.

The kingdom of God is actually God Himself sown into human beings and
developing in them into a kingdom.

The four Gospels reveal the Triune God incarnated. This God-man eventually
came forth to sow Himself into God’s chosen people by proclaiming and
teaching. When those who had been chosen by God heard His word and
received it, they received the seed, the gene, of the kingdom. This seed, this
gene, is the incarnated God, the Triune God in humanity. In the Gospels we have
the sowing of this seed of the kingdom.

In Acts hundreds and even thousands of sowers were raised up. All
these sowers were those who received the seed, the gene. By receiving the
seed they became those who could then sow it into others. In this way we
have the propagation of the sowing and of the seed. (Life-study of Mark,
pp- 129-131)

Today’s Reading

In the Epistles we see the growing of the seed, the gene of the kingdom.
We see this growth, in particular, in chapter 3 of 1 Corinthians...Here in this
chapter we have the growth, the development, of the seed [vv. 9b, 6]. Further
development of the kingdom gene is seen in chapter 1 of 2 Peter...[In 2 Peter
1:3 and 5-7] we have the steps of the development of the seed unto maturity.
Peter indicates that if we have this development, “the entrance into the eternal
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kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully
supplied” to us (v. 11).

The harvest of this seed is found in the last book of the New Testament, the
book of Revelation. According to Revelation 14, we first have the firstfruits
and then the harvest [vv. 4, 15]. Those who are the firstfruits spoken of in
Revelation 14 will be among those who will be co-kings with Christ in the
millennium. The millennium, the thousand years, will be the full development
of the gene of the kingdom. During the millennium many of those who have
received the kingdom gene will be co-kings with Christ. At that time our Father
might boast to His enemy, “Little Satan, where are you? You are in the abyss.
[ ask you, Satan, to look at My kingdom. I especially ask you to look at all of
those who are now co-kings with Christ. Many who have believed in My Son
and received the gene of the kingdom have become co-kings with Him. My Son
is the King, and all the overcoming believers are His co-kings. Satan, look at the
King and the co-kings. What a wonderful kingdom this is!”

At the end of the millennium, Satan will be released and allowed to rebel again [cf.
Rev. 20:7-8]...Although Satan will instigate rebellion among the nations, he will not
be able to touch the co-kings, for they will have been transformed by the kingdom
gene. All the rebellious element that is in the fallen humanity of these co-kings will
have been swallowed up by the kingdom gene. Therefore, it will be impossible for
Satan, the evil one, to instigate the “kingdom-gene people” to rebel against God.

In the new heaven and the new earth God will have an eternal kingdom with
the New Jerusalem as the capital. The New Jerusalem will be a composition
of kings, and these kings will rule over the fully restored nations. Then God
will have an eternal kingdom as the full development of the gene sown in the
Gospels by Jesus the Nazarene, who was the Triune God in humanity. How
wonderful is the kingdom gene that was sown in the Gospels! Eventually, this
gene will develop into the millennial kingdom spoken of in Revelation 20 and
into God’s eternal kingdom in Revelation 21 and 22. Praise the Lord for this
picture of the kingdom gene and its development! (Life-study of Mark, pp. 131-
133)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msg. 15
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WEEK 8 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:12 ..
who are ill.

.Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those

36 And seeing the crowds, He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were harassed and cast away like sheep not having a shepherd.

38 Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest that He would thrust out
workers into His harvest.

In Greek harassed [in Matthew 9:36] refers to the sheep’s being skinned by
a cruel shepherd and thus suffering pain. Cast away refers to the sheep’s being
abandoned by a wicked shepherd and falling into a distressed condition in which
they are homeless, wandering from place to place, and helpless. The Lord Jesus’
word here depicts a situation in which the pitiful Israelites were afflicted and in
anguish under the hands of the chief priests and scribes, the evil shepherds.

The heavenly King considered the Israelites as sheep and Himself as the
Shepherd. When Christ came to the Jews the first time, they were like lepers,
paralytics, the demon-possessed, and all manner of pitiful persons because
they had no shepherd to care for them. Now in His kingly ministry for the
establishing of His heavenly kingdom, He ministered to them not only as a
Physician but also as a Shepherd, as prophesied in Isaiah 53:6 and 40:11. (Life-
study of Matthew, p. 340)

Today’s Reading

The Lord took the opportunity given Him by the Pharisees’ question to give
a very sweet revelation of Himself as the Physician [Matt. 9:11-12]...The Lord
was telling the Pharisees that these tax collectors and sinners were patients,
sick ones, and that to them the Lord was not a Judge but a Physician, a Healer. In
calling people to follow Him for the kingdom, the King of the heavenly kingdom
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ministered as a Physician, not as a Judge. A judge’s judgment is according to
righteousness, whereas a physician’s healing is according to mercy and grace.
Those whom He made people of His heavenly kingdom were lepers (8:2-4),
paralytics (vv. 5-13; 9:2-8), the fever-ridden (8:14-15), the demon-possessed (vv.
16, 28-32), those ill with all kinds of diseases (v. 16), despised tax collectors, and
sinners (9:9-11). Had He visited these pitiful people as a Judge, all would have
been condemned and rejected, and none would have been qualified, selected,
and called to be the people of His heavenly kingdom. However, He came to
minister as a Physician, to heal, recover, enliven, and save them so that they
might be reconstituted to be His new and heavenly citizens, with whom He could
establish His heavenly kingdom on this corrupted earth. The Lord’s word here
implies that the self-righteous Pharisees did not realize that they needed Him
as a Physician. They considered themselves strong; hence, blinded by their own
self-righteousness, they did not know that they were ill.

In verse 37 the Lord said to His disciples, “The harvest is great, but the
workers few.” The heavenly King considered the people not only sheep but also
the harvest. The sheep needed shepherding, and the harvest needed reaping.
Although the leaders of the nation of Israel rejected the heavenly King, there
was still a good number among the people that needed reaping.

The King of the heavenly kingdom considered Himself not only the Shepherd
of the sheep but also the Lord of the harvest. His kingdom is established with
things of life that can grow and multiply...We are both the flock and the crop.
The flock is made up of living animals, and the crop, of living vegetation ...
Everything under the care of this heavenly King is living.

We all need to see a vision of the Lord Jesus as the Lord of the harvest.
In verse 38 the Lord told us to beseech the Lord of the harvest that He
would thrust out workers into His harvest. First, in His economy God has
a plan to accomplish; then there is the need for His people to beseech Him,
to pray to Him, concerning it. In answering their prayer, He will accomplish
what they have prayed concerning His plan. (Life-study of Matthew, pp.
311-312, 340-341)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 27, 29
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WEEK 8 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:28 But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you.

Heb. 9:14 How much more will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Within the Divine Trinity there are many divine excellencies, divine virtues,
and divine attributes, such as oneness, humility, beauty, and harmony. In
Matthew 12:28 the Lord said, “If I [the Son], by the Spirit of God [the Triune
God including the Father], cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God [the
Triune God] has come upon you.”...Couldn’t the Lord Jesus have cast out these
demons by Himself?...At that time He was among the Pharisees, who were
proud, selfish, and individualistic. They would not work with anyone else. There
was no humility among them, and they were full of self-seeking, selfishness.
Now there was One, condemned by them and standing in front of them, telling
them that He did something in a different way...He was not individualistic...He
was doing something by the Spirit of God and for the kingdom of God. He never
did anything by Himself or for Himself. Is this not beautiful? This shows us the
excellency in the Divine Trinity. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the
Divine Trinity,” pp. 307-308)

Today’s Reading

This is surely a good pattern for our coordination. The Lord has produced
a Body constituted with many members, so all the members should learn of
Him. He was working by the Spirit of God for God the Father. He never did
anything by Himself or for Himself...We should behave ourselves just like
our Head. He behaved Himself in a way of neither doing anything by Himself
nor doing anything for Himself. Today in the church life the Body of Christ
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has not been built up adequately because of the shortage of the proper
coordination. If we want to be coordinated with all the members in the
Body, we have to learn of Christ our Head, taking Him as our pattern...I may
do something according to the will of God, but what I do should not be by
myself but by some others. Furthermore, what I do should not be for myself
but for the interest, the right, of God on the earth. This is a beauty, and this
beauty is a real excellency, a real divine attribute, and an excellent virtue
that we need to copy.

The Lord did not say that He cast out demons by Himself for His own
kingdom. Instead, He said that He cast out demons by another One and for
another One. His spirit was so humble, so selfless. He did nothing by Himself
or for Himself. With Him there was no self, no element of selfishness. This is a
beauty.

In Matthew 12 the Lord cast out demons by the Spirit of God. Hebrews 9:14
says He offered Himself through the eternal Spirit. Again, we need to ask why
the Lord did not offer Himself to God by Himself...He was qualified, and He
could if He would, but He would not. He offered Himself through a channel,
through a means, that is, through the eternal Spirit.

We can see the humility and the selflessness of the Son...[and] the harmony
in the Divine Trinity. The Son...did not trust in Himself but in another One.
Whatever He did was not for Himself but for the Father, and whatever issued
out of Him went to the Father. He was altogether not by Himself, for Himself, or
to Himself.

This is a good pattern that our Head has set up for His Body, of which
we all are members ..When we do things, we should learn to do them not
by ourselves. We are the doers, but we should not be the channel. We need
someone else to be our channel through which we do things. Furthermore,
we should not be the beneficiary of what we do. Someone else should be our
beneficiary to receive the very benefit of our doing and of our being. (CWWL,
1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the Divine Trinity,” pp. 308-310)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the Divine Trinity,”
ch.5
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WEEK 8 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

Rev. 6:2 And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he who sits on it had
a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and
to conquer.

The gospel of the kingdom [Matt. 24:14], which includes the gospel of grace
(Acts 20:24), brings people not only into God’s salvation but also into the
kingdom of the heavens (Rev. 1:9). The gospel of grace emphasizes forgiveness
of sin, God’s redemption, and eternal life, whereas the gospel of the kingdom
emphasizes the heavenly ruling of God and the authority of the Lord. This
gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole earth for a testimony to
all the nations before the end of this age...This testimony must spread to the
whole earth before the end of this age, the time of the great tribulation.

In Matthew 24:4-14 we see the actual history concerning the Jews from
Christ’s ascension until the end of this age, the three and a half years of the
great tribulation. Before the great tribulation comes, everything in these verses
will transpire. The last item will be the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom.
[ believe that the churches in the Lord’s recovery will bear the burden to bring
this gospel to all the inhabited earth. The gospel of grace has been preached in
every continent but not the gospel of the kingdom ...This higher gospel will be
brought to every continent through the churches in the Lord’s recovery. This,
the strongest sign of the consummation of the age, will take place before the
great tribulation. Thus, the most important sign of the consummation of the
age is the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom to all the inhabited earth.
(Life-study of Matthew, pp. 685-686)

Today’s Reading
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The first [of the seven seals in Revelation 6:1—8:2] is a white horse and its
rider, signifying the spreading of the gospel (6:1-2). Verse 2 says, “I saw, and
behold, a white horse, and he who sits on it had a bow; and a crown was given
to him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer.”

A bow with an arrow is for fighting. But here there is a bow without an arrow.
This indicates that the arrow has already been shot to destroy the enemy and
that Christ’s fighting for the constitution of the gospel of peace is finished and
the victory is won. A crown signifies that the gospel has been crowned with the
glory of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4). The gospel that we preach today has a crown, and
this crown is the glory of Christ. We should not feel shameful when we preach
the gospel. Rather, we should feel glorious. To preach the gospel is a glorious
thing. Those who preach the gospel become the riders of the white horse. Went
forth conquering in Revelation 6:2 signifies that the gospel has been going forth
with Christ to conquer all kinds of opposition and attack ...Throughout all the
generations the gospel has been going on with Christ as the Victor.

According to the Bible, we have to preach the gospel to get sinners saved.
We all have to bear fruit. Although we may admit that this is scriptural, we
may not be bearing any fruit. This means that we are not on the white horse.
If we are preaching the gospel, our interest is in God’s kingdom. What is our
interest today on this earth? We should be those who are laboring to get people
saved to build up the Body of Christ for the kingdom of God. Most of us have
to work to make a living. But all of us can separate a certain amount of time
to the Lord for His interest. The unbelievers can always spare time for their
amusement and entertainment. But we believers have God as our amusement
and entertainment. We have no excuse for not preaching the gospel. We must
be on the white horse for the spreading of the gospel. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The
Prophecy of the Four ‘Sevens’ in the Bible,” pp. 22-23)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 61; CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The
Prophecy of the Four ‘Sevens’ in the Bible,” ch. 2
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WEEK 8 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 28:19-20 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you all the days until the consummation of the age.

To disciple the nations is to cause the heathen to become the kingdom
people for the establishing of His kingdom, which is the church, even today on
this earth. We have been sent by the Lord not only to bring people to salvation
but also to disciple the nations. This is a matter of the kingdom.

In Matthew 28:19 the Lord spoke of baptizing the nations into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism brings the repentant
people out of their old state into a new one by terminating their old life and
germinating them with the new life of Christ, that they may become the
kingdom people. (Life-study of Matthew, p. 787)

Today’s Reading

John the Baptist’s recommending ministry began with the preliminary
baptism, a baptism by water only. Now, after the heavenly King accomplished
His ministry on earth, had passed through the process of death and
resurrection, and became the life-giving Spirit, He charged His disciples to
baptize the discipled people into the Triune God...Not long after the Lord
charged the disciples with this baptism, He baptized them and the entire
church in the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13), the Jewish part on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 1:5; 2:4) and the Gentile part in the house of Cornelius (11:15-17).
Then, based on this, the disciples baptized the new converts (2:38) not only
into water but also into the death of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4), into Christ Himself
(Gal. 3:27), into the Triune God (Matt. 28:19), and into the Body of Christ (1
Cor. 12:13). The water, signifying the death of Christ with His burial, may be
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considered a tomb in which the baptized ones’ old history is ended. Since the
death of Christ is included in Christ, and since Christ is the very embodiment
of the Triune God (Col. 2:9) and the Triune God eventually is one with the Body
of Christ, to baptize new believers into the death of Christ, into Christ Himself,
into the Triune God, and into the Body of Christ is to do just one thing: on the
negative side, to terminate their old life, and on the positive side, to germinate
them with new life, the eternal life of the Triune God, for the Body of Christ.
Hence, the baptism ordained by the Lord here baptizes people out of their life
into the Body life for the kingdom of the heavens. (Life-study of Matthew, pp.
787-788)

We are being discipled from being a natural man to being a God-man,
living the divine life by denying our natural life according to the model of
Christ as the first God-man (Matt. 28:19)...While I am helping [the young
people] to be discipled, I am also being discipled day by day in many aspects
to live the divine life by denying my natural life. We should live such a life
according to the model of Christ as the first God-man. When Christ was on
this earth, He denied His natural life, Himself. He said that whatever He spoke
was not His word but the word of the Father who sent Him (John 14:24). He
never did anything out of Himself (5:19, 30). He did everything out of and by
the sending Father. He was not the Sender but the sent One. He did not live
Himself; instead, He lived the Sender, the Father (6:57a). This is the model of
the first God-man.

[The] divine and mystical teachings of our great Shepherd and Comforter
are not only His unveiling and enlightening but also His nourishing to us for
our growth and maturity in His divine life that the eternal economy of God may
be consummated through us...We should teach [these] divine truths. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 88-89, 108-109)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 2, 4, 6;
Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 46—47; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-
man Living,” ch. 13
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WEEK 8 — HYMN

Lord, we come to Thee, and with liberty
Fulness of the Spirit — The Baptism 273

1. Lord, we come toThee, and with 1li - berty Claim we now fromThee pow’r of  might;
Ab Db Ab Ab’ Db Ab/Eb B Ab
pr——

- —=
For Thy kingdom’ssake, may we powr partake, Sit - ting in theheav-en - lies to fight.
Ab Ep’ Ab c/G Fm B’ Eb

=1 =
(C) Pow - er! pow - er! clothe uswith Thypow - er! =~ With Thy might -y pow - erfrom onhigh!
Ab Eb’ Ab Ab’ Db Ab/Eb Eb’ Ab
: = Il

= 1= '
Pow - er! pow - er! clothe uswith Thypow - er! Bold - ly, as ThyBo - dy, now we cry!

2. Lord, we look to Thee and with certainty
Claim we now from Thee show’r divine.
For Thy Body’s sake, may we show’r partake,
Thus be fitted for the work of Thine.

Shower! shower! pour on us Thy shower!

Pour Thy heav’nly shower from on high!

Shower! shower! pour on us Thy shower!
Boldly, as Thy Body, now we cry!

3. Lord, we wait on Thee, and with surety
Claim we now from Thee fire divine.
For Thy gospel’s sake, may we fire partake,
That the People’s heart Thou may refine.

Fire! fire! give us tongues of fire!

To proclaim Thy message from on high!

Fire! fire! give us tongues of fire!
Boldly, as Thy Body, now we cry!
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